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	�!�,16�� �� ! �!#'� ��'����+�����'% �� �,#���'��� #���� ��')"�, '�!���-

��� ����)%�'#�" �,"���'��" � �� ����!�&� ���!��� (1535–1601) � '��!� �6!�'%

� #��!#'! 4"0��+���'#�� 0�0����!#� � *����! (R 104 sup., fol. 194
r
)  ['". ���'���!

#��!#'� �: 3, no. 341, p. 125]. ������ #��!#' (�08!"�" � 588 ��'���) '��!� ��

����)%�'#�! � �����'#�! �!#'�� XVI �!#� ��!+������� ��+���0��+���� '��!� ���%, 

�! ��+���%16!�� ���!�!���) �� �"% ������ ��'����+����"��� ��')"�, �� ���, !��

����'���%. �!" �! "!�!! ,��"�����! �"!�� «�1�!��» � ��'����� ��+���%!�

�������), ��� ��� ��� �� 0��� 0��) ����'��� � XVI �!#!, � ,#�+���! �� �����,1

&!�) ��')"� – '�����'��� # 0!+�"%���� #����!�! – ��!� ��+"� ��'�) ������,�)

�����)�� '"!�,1 (��, �� ������ "�"!��, �! ��#�+���,1) �����!+,, ��� .�� ��'����!

"���� 0��) ���!'����� ���0�� !���" ���)'#�� #����!�� ���� 	-��&� � ����!

#����% 	���+",��� I 	������ ' 1 ���!�% 1548 ����. 	�!�,% .��� �����!+!, ��!�����-

��!"�" ������" .���� ��')"� "�� 0��) ������!�) 4'������� :"�,��� ���  !

#��"'#�� ��� 	���0-3��!�. ����#� �����! ��!����� !��! �'��!�'% ���)#� ����-

�!+��, � ����� ��'��%6!� '���)� ���� �!� ���! �,, ��� 0,�,6�! �''�!�����!��

'"��,� ��!���-�&������) #�# ������ ��')"�, ��# � !�� ���!'����. 


�# 0� �� �� 0���, ��')"�, �! ,#�+���16!! �"!�� !�� ������ � ���� ����'���%

� ��!����� ������16!!'% �� �-�&���)��� -��"� ��'����� �����'#�� ������!�!�, 

�"!!� �!'�"�!��� -�#������ ����#�!�
1
. �!'�"�!���, �����! ��'����! ����'��'% #

���!���,���",  ���, ��"�(�!���� ��'!" ������!�!�, '���(!", ��!+�������

���,�%���" � �����! ������% '� ������ �������� XV '���!��%. � #��!'��! ���1-

'���&�� .����  ����, ����� ��'��%6!� '���)� �������� «��'����!» �,�!&#��� ',�����

������" � �� «���!�» �+ #���!#&�� ��"�(�!���� «��'!" �!��#��� �,�#�» [1, fol. 

18
r
] ��,����% 
!�,'���"'#���, �"!�(!� ����'��!�)�� (���#�! ��'���'����!��! �

�����! � ��'�!��!� �!��!��� XV �!#�, �!�!�+������ 18 ��+ � ��+������ �������

�������� ������, '����'�� «	�����", #������, ��+����� ��#,��0,�» ������'#��

0�0����!#� (http://istc.bl.uk/search/search.html), � ��# ! �+������ � �!�!���! ��

����)%�'#�� %+�# ������#�" ����! � 1563 ���, [2, p. 51]. 

                                                     
1
�! �'#�1�!��, ��� ����� .���� ��"�(�!����� ��')"� '��!"��'% ����!���,�) #��-

��#! �+��(�! ���!������!, �� !�� "�!��1, ����(!��! # �1�!����" � ���)'#�" #����!�-

'��!, �#�1��� � ��'����! -��+,: «�� �!�!!�! �1�!��, % ��#�����!�)'��,1 ��+0����#�"». 
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�
���	�� �
�	�: �����'#�! ������!�� XVI �!#�, #����!�'��� ���)(�, #��-

�!#&�% "��,'#������ 4"0��+���'#�� 0�0����!#� � *����!, ���!���,����  ���

��"�(�!���� ��'!", �����'#�! �'�����#�. 

�
� �
�
��	��
�: ;�,���� �. ��"�(�!���! '�����'��� 0!+�"%����� �'������-

'#��� ���� // �����������'#�! �0�+�!��!. 2017. �. 5, � 1. 	. 220–225. DOI: 

10.22378/2313-6197.2017-5-1.220-225 

��')"� 0!+�"%����� �'������'#��� ����, #��!#' XVI �!#�  

�+ 4"0��+���'#�� 0�0����!#� � *����!, R 104 sup., fol. 194
r
  

(' ��+���!��% ��#���'#�� #���!��� .���  ! 0�0����!#�) 

Letter of unnamed Astrakhan khan, codex of the 16
th

 century  

from the Biblioteca Ambrosiana in Milan, R 104 sup., fol. 194
r
  

(with permission of Board of Doctors of the same library) 

I. ���)�� �����*�"���1� *�"�

#
������� �����

Nos Caesar Tartarorum Praecoviae, Astrachan 

flagellum Dei 

Mea grammata uobis scribo, omnibus congregatis Urozouiae statim ad res 

aduentabo: Reginam quamuis senem uxorem ducam. Egregius sum, fortis in 

amando, multum pecuniarum habeo, panem mihi fortonea
2
 lucrabor, uinum 

                                                     
2
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adustum conficio ipsemet, salfranum, Torlamisium praeparo, equas, et equos 

commedo, boues non emo, ad fidem non consentio. Papam honoro, in templum non 

eo, sub dio Deum oro, Uos Papam colitis, ego ago spolia. Uos Lutherum 

amplectimini, ego latrones foueo. Libertates dabo magnas, quantum quilibet habent 

uxores, ad regnum citissime properabo. 

&������

*�, $!+��) ����� ��!#����
3
, 4'�������

0�� ����

*�� '���#� ��" ��(,, �'!" '�0���(�"'% �� ���+����
4
, �!"!��!��� �!-

�!��, # �!�,: 
����!�,, #�#�� 0� '����� �� 0���, ��+)", �  !��. : ��'�-

#����!�, �!#��!0�"�� � �10��, �"!1 "���� 0����'��, ��!0 '!0! 0����-

���,��� (?) ��0,�,, '�" �+������%1   !��! ����
5
, (�-���, �����"�+�� (?) 

������1, !" #�0�� � #��!�, 0�#�� �! ��#,��1, ' [���'����'#��] �!��� �! �

'����'��. ���, ������1, � ���" �! �� ,, ��� ��#����" �!0�" "��1') ���,, 

�� ����! ���,, % ���1') +� ��0��!�. �� �!�!!�! �1�!��, % ��#�����!�)'��,1

��+0����#�". ���)��'�� ��" �!��#�!, '#��)#� #� ��� �"!!�  !�, � #���-

�!�'��� ��!�) '#��� ��'�!(,. 

II. ,��1�&"� �. “���&� �&����1� �����” ���'���/ 
&����������1�

#
������� �����

TVRCVS TARTARIS 

Quod multis sepe usu euenit: ut uel metu aliquo aut necessitate in alios 

plerumque deteriores fiant: uobis quippe natura loci tribuit omnium fore pessimos 

qui uelut incondita uulgi barbaries nullis legibus tenemini. Cum tamen ad nos 

pecunias nec in tempore legatos miseritis: illas quidem exhibere nobis per uim 

debere ostenditis. 

TARTARI TVRCO 

Stultum est profecto te a nobis exigere: qui aliorum spoliis ac rapto uiuamus, 

atque ab his legationem frustra expectas: qui non orandi studium: sed belli gerendi 

curam foris suscipiunt. Mores praeterea nostros iam admirari nequaquam debes: 

cum parum absint a ritu ferarum. Nam qui maiorum instituto ius ipsum in armis 

habent: cedibus preda ac rapinis pro legibus utuntur. 

&������

�,��# ������"

	� "����"� ��'�� '�,��!�'% ��#, ��� ��0� �+-+� #�#���-�� '�����, ��� �+

�!�0����"�'�� ��� �!�!�#� '�����%�'% 0��!! '#�!���"� �� ����(!��1 #

��,��". 
 �!�'����!�)��, "!'���% ������� '�!���� ��' �+ �'!� ���'#�!��!�-

(�"�, �!"�, #�� '����� 0!'���%�����! ������'#�! ���'�������)! �! ����!�-

                                                     
3
�!�!#���? 

4
� ���(��!? 

5
���#,, �����#,. 
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 ���1�'% ��#�#�� +�#����. �!" �! "!�!!, ��'#��)#, �� �! ��'���� # ��"

'��!��!"!��� �� �!�!�, �� ��'���, �� '� '��!� '������ ��#�+���, ��� % ���-

 !� +�'�����) ��' �����) �� '����. 

������ �,�#,

	��!�(!��� ��,�� �!0! ��������) ��!0�����% ��", #��  ��!� ��!����

��0��!� � ���0! �" ��,���. 
 �� �����'��  �!() ��'��)'��� �� �!�, #���

+�0���� �! ,"!��! �����), �� �!'�� ����, � ��#����" ���!. 
��"! ����, ��

'��'!" �! ��� !� ���� ��)'% ��(�" �����", #�����! �!"����" ������1�'%

�� �0���!� +�!�!�. 
0� �!, #�� ��'������1� �����" ��, �%, 0��!! �!'#�", 

�!" ,'������!���! �����, ���)+,1�'% �" ��% +������ ��0��� � ��+0�% �"!'��

+�#����. 

���1�'��"����

���� �1 "�� �'#�!���! 0���������'�� �����'���, 3,�!���, � 
�)! ���&!�, +�

&!��!�(�! +�"!����% � ����(!��� ���!���!��&�� �!#'��. ��+,"!!�'%, �'#�1���!�)-

�� ����� ��'��%6!� '���)� �'��!�'% &!��#�" � �����'�)1 ���!�'��!���" +� ���!�&�-

��)��! �(�0#� � �����!��� � ���!���!��&�� �����'#��� �!#'�� ��')"�. 
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FICTIONAL MARRIAGE PROPOSAL  

OF ANONYMOUS ASTRAKHAN KHAN 

Roman Hautala
1,2

1
 Sh. Marjani Institute of History of Tatarstan Academy of Sciences 

Kazan 420111, Russian Federation 
2
 University of Oulu 

Oulu 90570, Finland 

E-mail: romanhautala@gmail.com 

The following text is reproduced from a handwritten copy of the letter made by the 

Italian humanist Gian Vincenzo Pinelli (1535–1601) and contained in one codex of 

Ambrosiana Library in Milan (R 104 sup., fol. 194
r
) [see the description of the codex in: 3, 

no. 341. p. 125]. This codex (588 folios) contains Italian and Latin texts of the 16
th

 century 

of extremely diverse content, which does not allow to determe neither the name of the 

author of the reproduced letter, nor the date of its writing. Nevertheless, a reference to the 

name of “Luther” in the letter suggests that it must have been written in the 16
th

 century and 

an indication of the main purpose of the letter – matchmaking to anonymous queen – makes 

it possible to put forward quite a bold (but, for now, unproven) hypothesis that this letter 

might be addressed to approximates of the Polish Queen Bona Sforza and the widow of 

King Sigismund I the Old starting with the April 1, 1548. Following this hypothesis, the 

alleged author of the letter could be the ruler of Astrakhan Yamgurchi or the Crimean khan 

Sahib Giray. However, this assumption remains only a hypothesis, and the author of this 

article hopes that future researchers will be able to identify both the author of the letter and 

its recipients. 

Be that as it may, this letter is of undoubtedly fictitious character since it does not 

indicate the name of its author and the date of writing and obviously differs from official 

form of the Tatar rulers’ letters. Undoubtedly, this letter refers to the literary genre of 

fictional letters of the rulers, which became extremely popular in Europe since the second 

half of the 15
th

 century. As an illustration of this genre, the author of this article presents a 

“letter” of the Turkish sultan to the Tatars and their “response” from the fictional collection 

of “Letters of the Great Turk” [1, fol. 18
r
] of Laudivius Hierosolymitanus, which was a 

relatively widespread in Europe in the last quarter of the 15
th

 century, republished 18 times 

in different cities of Western Europe according to Incunabula Short Title Catalogue of the 

British Library (http://istc.bl.uk/search/search.html) as well as published in Italian 

translation in 1563 by Lodovico Dolce [2, p. 51]. 

Keywords: Tatar rulers of the 16
th

 century, kingdom of Poland, collection of manu-

scripts in the Biblioteca Ambrosiana in Milan, literary genre of fictional letters, Latin 

sources. 
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