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in pictures

Dr Harley Quinn, the villain from Gotham City
with dependent personality disorder

José Alexandre S. Crippa and Jaime E. C. Hallak

Dr Harley Quinn is a super-villain, enemy of Batman, whose name was suggested
by the Joker as a play with the word ‘harlequin” and her original name, Harleen
Quinzel. The character was created by Paul Dini and Bruce Timm in Batman:
The Animated Series, later adapted into the DC Comics’ Batman series. Dr Quinn
usually dressed as a jester and occasionally appeared in some of Batman’s comic
books, television episodes and in video games based on the animated series. In
the story, Harleen Quinzel did her psychiatry training at Arkham University, and
later worked as a psychiatrist at the Arkham Asylum where as an intern she
met the Joker as her patient. She quickly fell in love and indiscriminately

research. Br J Psychiatry 2009; 195: 1-2.
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attached to him during their psychotherapy sessions, finally helping him to escape from the asylum. Afterwards, she changed
her name to Harley Quinn, becoming Joker’s frequent accomplice and girlfriend. However, the Joker frequently screams at, hazes
and maltreats her in their fickle relationship. In these situations, she responds with indulgent tolerance, always submitting to his

abuse and intimidation to avoid abandonment.

As opposed to drama movies and TV series, psychiatrists are not common characters in comics, especially in the role of villains,
and here again Dr Harley Quinn is the stereotype of a dysfunctional psychiatrist. In particular, she has traits of dependent
personality disorder, as well as the antisocial aspects expected in a villain. Luckily, Harley Quinn is not one of the most popular
villains in the comic world and hopefully Batman will seek another psychiatrist to solve his neurotic problems.

Mosaic, Dr Harley Quinn, created by José Alexandre S. Crippa, 2011, 40 x 40 cm; playing cards, dice, papercraft, toys, coloured

glue, mounted on canvas.
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