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ABSTRACT
Influence of the Low Birthrate and High School Educational
Reform in the 1990s: From the Viewpoint of
the “Ability to Self-Educate”

NAKANISHI, Hiroki

(Graduate School, Aoyama University)

University Address: 4-4-25 Shibuya, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo, 150-8366 Japan
Email: icf08801@nifty.com

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the transformation of high school students,
especially students in the elite sector, by using continuous data from the 1970s to the
2000s. This paper gives attention to 1) the low birthrate and 2) educational reform in
upper secondary education.

This research was conducted in two prefectures in the Tohoku and Chubu areas
in 1979, 1997 and 2009. The data enable us to analyze the question: How have
students in the elite sector changed with respect to two issues, 1) the low birthrate
and 2) educational reform in the 1990s. Three findings were obtained.

First, the number of Japanese high schools was maintained by decreasing
students per school. However, the elite sector maintained the number of students in
their schools. This caused students with various academic levels to enter the elite
sector. Second, in spite of the entrance of students of various academic levels, their
study time increased because teachers looked after each student individually.
Thirdly, individual attention by teachers has led to the result that students no longer
have the “ability to self-educate.”

These three findings lead to two implications. 1) Students in the elite sector have
changed, and therefore the elite sector may be in danger as elite training institutes.
2) As a result, high school stratification in Japan faces a new phase, in which the
“pyramid form” ceases to exist.

Educational reform in the 1990s emphasized the “ability to self-educate,” and this
caused “teacher withdrawal” from educating. Now teachers look after students by
giving them individual attention. This teaching method, however, cannot aid
students to develop the “ability to self-educate.” This circumstance is an unintended
result of educational reform in the 1990s.

Keywords: high school stratification, low birth rate, educational reform
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