
Comparative Philosophy of Religion

Volume 2

Series Editors
Timothy D. Knepper, Drake University, Des Moines, IA, USA
Leah E. Kalmanson, Drake University, Des Moines, IA, USA

Editorial Board
Purushottoma Billimoria, University of California, Berkeley, CA, USA
Jay Garfield, Smith College, Northampton, MA, USA
Steven Katz, Boston University, Newtown, MA, USA
Louis Komjathy, University of San Diego, San Diego, CA, USA
Gereon Kopf, Luther College, Decorah, IA, USA
R. Simangaliso Kumalo, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
Robert Cummings Neville, Boston University, Boston, MA, USA
Mohammed Rustom, Carleton University, Mississauga, Canada
Jin Y. Park, American University, Washington, DC, USA
Kevin Schilbrack, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC, USA
Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh, Colby College, Waterville, ME, USA
Wesley J. Wildman, Boston University, Needham, MA, USA
You Bin, Minzu University of China, Beijing, China



This book series publishes works of comparative philosophy of religion—works 
that are religiously inclusive or diverse, explicitly comparative, and critically 
evaluative. It serves as the primary publishing output of The Comparison Project, a 
speaker series in comparative philosophy of religion at Drake University (Des 
Moines, Iowa). It also publishes the essay collections generated by the American 
Academy of Religion’s seminar on “Global-Critical Philosophy of Religion.” The 
Comparison Project organizes a biennial series of scholar lectures, practitioner 
dialogues, and philosophical comparisons about core, cross-cultural topics in the 
philosophy of religion. A variety of scholars of religion are invited to describe and 
analyse the theologies and rituals of a variety of religious traditions pertinent to the 
selected topic; philosophers of religion are then asked to raise questions of meaning, 
truth, and value about this topic in comparative perspective. These specialist 
descriptions and generalist comparisons are published as focused and cohesive 
efforts in comparative philosophy of religion. Global-Critical Philosophy of 
Religion is an American Academy of Religion seminar devoted to researching and 
writing an undergraduate textbook in philosophy of religion that is religiously 
inclusive and critically informed. Each year the seminar explores the cross-cultural 
categories for global-critical philosophy of religion. A religiously diverse array of 
essays for each seminar are published along with a set of comparative conclusions.

More information about this series at http://www.springer.com/series/13888

http://www.springer.com/series/13888


Timothy D Knepper  •  Lucy Bregman 
Mary Gottschalk
Editors

Death and Dying 
An Exercise in Comparative Philosophy  
of Religion 



Editors
Timothy D Knepper
Department of Philosophy and Religion
Drake University
Des Moines, IA, USA

Mary Gottschalk
Department of Philosophy and Religion
Drake University
Des Moines, IA, USA

Lucy Bregman
Religion Department
Temple University
Philadelphia, PA, USA

ISSN 2522-0020	         ISSN 2522-0039  (electronic)
Comparative Philosophy of Religion
ISBN 978-3-030-19299-0        ISBN 978-3-030-19300-3  (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3

© Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2019
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are reserved by the Publisher, whether the whole or part of 
the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, 
broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information 
storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology 
now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this publication 
does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant 
protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this book 
are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the authors or the 
editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein or for any errors 
or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims 
in published maps and institutional affiliations.

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3


v

Preface

Much has happened with The Comparison Project (TCP) since the publication of its 
first volume of essays in comparative philosophy of religion: Ineffability: An 
Exercise in Comparative Philosophy of Religion (Springer, 2017). Most notably, 
TCP published a student-written photo-narrative about religion in Des Moines, 
Iowa: A Spectrum of Faith: Religions of the World in America’s Heartland (Drake 
Community Press, 2017). Spectrum was in many ways the product of a digital sto-
rytelling initiative about local, lived religion and in turn gave rise to the new initia-
tives in local, lived religion: a monthly open-house series, an annual interfaith youth 
leadership camp, and collaborative photo-narrative projects with Minzu University 
of China and the University of KwaZulu Natal.

This is to say that The Comparison Project is no longer just “an exercise in com-
parative philosophy of religion” (as we said in the Preface of Ineffability). In fact, 
our work with “local, lived religion”—whether in Des Moines, Beijing, or 
Pietermaritzburg—often dwarfs our efforts in “global, comparative religion.” 
Nevertheless, our lecture and dialogue series remains the heart and soul of The 
Comparison Project.

The design of the lecture and dialogue series is still quite simple. Choose a topic 
that is interesting to our local audiences and important for comparative philosophy 
of religion, refining that topic through a set of questions. Invite scholars to lecture 
on the topic from the perspective of different religious traditions, texts, and thinkers. 
Arrange for local dialogues and special events as well. Then, compare over the con-
tent of the series, raising philosophical questions of meaning, truth, and value about 
the topic in comparative perspective.1

In the case of the 2-year series on ineffability (2013–2015), the topic of course 
was ineffability, with the questions concerning what is allegedly ineffable, how that 
ineffability is linguistically expressed, what reasons are provided in defense of that 
ineffability, and what ends are at play in that expression and defense of ineffability. 
In the case of the 2-year series on death and dying (2015–2017), however, we did 

1 For more details about our methods, see the Preface to our first volume, Ineffability (Knepper and 
Kalmanson 2017).
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not flag questions as much as stake territory: the relationship between, on the one 
hand, traditional theologies of death and rituals of dying and, on the other hand, 
advances in western medicine and the growing medicalization of death. For better 
or worse, therefore, the specialist essays and comparative conclusions generated by 
the series on death and dying—which are contained below—reflect more diversity 
in terms of their argumentative ends: some engage in philosophical bioethics, others 
in theological apologetics, and still others in anthropological description (more 
about this in the Introduction).

None of this would have been possible without generous funding. In the case of 
our 2015–2017 lecture and dialogue series, we thank Drake University’s Center for 
the Humanities; Drake University’s Principal Financial Group Center for Global 
Citizenship; the Medbury Fund; Humanities Iowa; the Des Moines Area Religious 
Council; Cultivating Compassion: the Dr. Richard Deming Foundation; and Iles 
Funeral Homes, our special sponsor for the series on death and dying. None of this 
also would have been possible without the people of The Comparison Project: its 
directors, Tim Knepper (Professor of Philosophy, Drake University) and Leah 
Kalmanson (Associate Professor of Philosophy, Drake University); its specialists 
for the 2015–2017 series, Lucy Bregman (Professor of Religion, Temple University), 
Allen Zagoren (Associate Professor of Practice in Public Administration, Drake 
University), and Mary Gottschalk (adjunct professor, Drake University); and its 
steering committee, students Isaiah Enockson and Anoushe Seiff, and community 
representatives Sarai Rice (executive director of the Des Moines Area Religious 
Council, Richard Deming (founder and chairman of Above + Beyond Cancer), Ted 
Lyddon-Hatten (director of Drake’s Wesley House), and Mary Gottschalk (yet 
again).

Des Moines, IA, USA� Timothy D Knepper
Philadelphia, PA, USA� Lucy Bregman
Des Moines, IA, USA� Mary Gottschalk

�Reference

Knepper, Timothy D., and Leah E. Kalmanson, eds. 2017. Ineffability: An exercise 
in comparative philosophy of religion. Cham: Springer.

Preface



vii

Contents

	1	 �Introduction: Death and Dying in Comparative  
Philosophical Perspective........................................................................	 1
Timothy D Knepper

Part I � Death and Religion

	2	 �Death in Ancient Chinese Thought: What Confucians  
and Daoists Can Teach Us About Living and Dying Well....................	 11
Mark Berkson

	3	 �Secular Death...........................................................................................	 39
Amy Hollywood

	4	 �Negotiating Advance Directives in a Navajo Context...........................	 51
Michelene Pesantubbee

	5	 �The Cult of Santa Muerte: Migration, Marginalization,  
and Medicalization...................................................................................	 63
Eduardo González Velázquez, Eduardo García-Villada,  
and Timothy D Knepper

Part II � Medicalization and Religion

	6	 �Christians Encounter Death: The Tradition’s Ambivalent  
Legacies.....................................................................................................	 79
Lucy Bregman

	7	 �A Jain Ethic for the End of Life..............................................................	 99
Christopher Key Chapple

	8	 �The Ritualization of Death and Dying: The Journey  
from the Living Living to the Living Dead  
in African Religions.................................................................................	 115
Herbert Moyo

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_7
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_7
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_8


viii

	9	 �Death in Tibetan Buddhism....................................................................	 125
Alyson Prude

Part III � Bioethics and Religion

	10	 �Jewish Perspectives on End-of-Life Decisions.......................................	 145
Elliot N. Dorff

	11	 �Buddhism and Brain Death: Classical Teachings  
and Contemporary Perspectives.............................................................	 169
Damien Keown

	12	 �Ethical Engagement with the Medicalization of Death  
in the Catholic Tradition.........................................................................	 187
Gerard Magill

	13	 �Islamic Perspectives on Clinical Intervention  
Near the End of Life: We Can but Must We?........................................	 201
Aasim I. Padela and Omar Qureshi

Part IV � Comparative Conclusions

	14	 �Comparative Conclusions.......................................................................	 229
Allen Zagoren, Lucy Bregman, Mary Gottschalk,  
and Timothy D Knepper

Contents

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_10
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_10
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_11
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_11
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_11
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_14
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-19300-3_14

	Preface
	Reference

	Contents



