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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to describe characteristics of social support of chronically -ill
children and to compare social support of chronically-ill children with those of healthy children.
Subjects consisted of 204 chronically-ill children aged between 9 and 18 years old and 544 healthy
children aged between 10 and 17 years old.

Results of this study were as follows:

1. Inboth chronically-ill children and healthy children, parents’ support score and teachers’ support
score were significantly higher in elementary school chidren than high school students. In both
groups, friends’ support score was significantly higher in girls than boys.

2. Chronically-ill children reported significantly higher scores of parents’ support, friends’ support
and teachers’ support than those of healthy children.

3. Parents’ support score was significantly lower in children with diabetes than those with asthma
and cancer.

4. The total score of social support and teachers’ support score were significantly lower in children
with employed mothers than those with unemployed mothers.

5. The total social support score of children who participated in non-sports extracurricular activities
was significantly higher than those of children who did not participate in non-sports activities.
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