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A CASE OF NON-RECURRENT AND RECURRENT INFERIOR LARYNGEAL
NERVE IDENTIFIED DURING HEMI-THYROIDECTOMY
FOR THYROID FOLLICULAR ADENOMA

Naoki WATANABE and Yasuhiro OHTAWA
Department of Surgery, Chugoku Central Hospital

The possibility of a non-recurrent inferior laryngeal nerve is a known but rare (0.3-1.6%) anatomic
variant. We report a case of both non-recurrent and recurrent inferior laryngeal nerve coexisted on the
same side of the neck. This case was a 56-year-old female, with a thyroid mass which had been pointed
out on the routine screening examination. In the ultra-sonogram, 4.22X1.66 cm mass was recognized
in the right lobe of the thyroid. We performed the hemi-thyroidectomy on this tumor and the later
pathological examination confirmed it to be an adenoma. During the routine cervical dissection, we
identified the right recurrent nerve, but it was unusually thin. Later, we simultaneously identified the
ipsilateral non-recurrent inferior laryngeal nerve running along the superior thyroid artery. This nerve
had the normal thickness and had joined the recurrent nerve and entry into the larynx. Dynamic CT was
performed and 3D graphic examination showed the co-existence of the aberrant retroesophageal right
subclavian artery in this case.
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