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Abstract: The aim of this research is to analyse the attitudes towards information and communication
technologies (ICT) of higher education teachers from an affective, cognitive and behavioural model
for teaching and research. It also aimed to explore different factors that can predict such attitudes.
A non-experimental study was proposed using a survey technique and descriptive and inferential
analyses were carried out using a multiple linear regression model (MLR). In total, the sample was
formed by 867 university professors from Spain belonging to different areas of knowledge. The results
show that these teachers have a medium total attitudinal level, so the lowest attitudes have been
represented by the behavioural ones, followed by the affective ones. Regarding the predictor variables,
variables that can predict such attitudes were found to be age, participation in projects, gender and
teaching in face-to-face and/or online universities (ordered from highest to lowest priority).
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1. Introduction

In recent decades, education has undergone a substantial transformation due to the rise of
information and communication technologies (ICT). Such technology plays an important role in the
lives of people, both academically and professionally [1]. In line with these transformations, it is
necessary to place a greater emphasis on pedagogical digital competence when training teachers so
that education professionals can make the most of technological advances in order to design, innovate
and integrate optimal teaching-learning processes that are enriching for students [2—4].

In this context, the Horizon 2017 report [5] points out that innovation in higher education
(particularly in universities) has been increased, to a large extent, by the current technological
developments, which have transformed traditional methodologies. These technologies have become
essential for both teachers and researchers when designing innovative solutions to real world problems.
Despite this, different studies emphasise that universities continue to use methodologies considered
traditional, such as textbooks, blackboard and chalk, and on a few occasions, digital whiteboards [6,7].

Some studies have shown that ICT can make a great contribution to improving student
learning [8,9]. Many of these scientific investigations have focused on finding out the effects of
ICT on student performance [10,11]. However, few studies have focused on identifying the attitudes of
teachers towards ICT, specifically in higher education in an international context and very few in the
Spanish context [12-15].

Nowadays, with the increase of 2.0 tools, the successful integration of ICT at any educational
stage requires that university professors have a correct attitude towards technology since this can
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affect the teaching and learning process of their students [13,16]. On the contrary, if teachers stress that
their confidence in the usefulness of technology is low or negative, their integration into the classroom
will hardly be optimal. On the other hand, teachers with a positive attitude are more likely to use
technology efficiently in their teaching [14,17-19].

Therefore, the general purpose of this study is to analyse attitudes of higher education teachers
towards ICT and consequently to explore different factors that can predict such attitudes.

2. Theoretical Framework

2.1. Approach to the Concept of Attitude towards ICT and Its Structure

For Semerci and Aydin [20], attitude can be defined as an element that guides the behaviour
of an individual in coherence with their feelings and thoughts. Moreover, attitude has come to be
considered as the level of positive or negative effect associated with a particular object or belief [21].

Cai et al. [22] affirm that attitude towards ICT can be considered as a multifaceted construct
composed of different elements, such as the anxiety or comfort that the teacher feels when using
technology (personal emotions); the motivation that teachers have in the enjoyment of using 2.0
resources with their students (personal interest); the beliefs that you have acquired throughout your life
about the usefulness of these technological devices; or the self-efficacy of teachers on the use of them.
Spanos and Sofos [23] classify attitudes towards ICT into three categories: Anxiety, enjoyment and
self-confidence. Cai et al. [22], on the other hand, identify four categories: Affection, belief, self-efficacy
and mixed.

In recent decades, this multidimensionality character of attitudes has been rid of contention in the
scientific literature and various different dimensions have been established [24-28]. Therefore, a unit
score in attitude cannot be established [28].

A possible classification has been established by Ostrom [29], Norman [30], Breckler [31], Maio et
al. [32], who consider that attitudes are shaped by three dimensions: Affective, cognitive and
behavioural (ACB Model). Liaw [33] states that attitudes must be divided into this ACB model in order
to know the attitudes of users about online technology. Moreover, authors such as Liaw and Huang [34]
and Abdullah et al. [35] state that if teachers have more positive affective, cognitive and behavioural
attitudes about technology such as virtual learning platforms (LMS), then they would have a greater
intention to integrate this technology in the teaching and learning process with students. Therefore,
the incorporation of technologies in teaching is conditioned by the attitudes of the teachers” ACB
model and the expectations they have regarding the use of emerging technologies [36,37]. Taking into
account that society is progressing rapidly and technology is constantly changing and transforming,
it is an essential requirement to continue analysing the attitudes of teachers on how to improve the
integration of technologies in education.

From the ACB model, affective dimension refers to the feelings and emotions that make
an individual react and allow them to decide what attitude to take towards the current situation [38,39];
cognitive dimension is based on the beliefs and values that a person possesses, which makes reference
to what they have learned in their life experience [40—42]; and behavioural dimension is focused on the
behaviour and intention that an individual has who is faced with a certain situation and must act [43].

2.2. Attitudes towards ICT: Related Studies

In the scientific literature, attitudes towards ICT have been investigated in different populations
(educational stages), as well as from different approaches. Taking into account the ACB model used in
this study, the related works are as follows:

Ankiewicz et al. [44] created an instrument called ATP focused on affective and cognitive
attitudes. The objective of the article was to compare the attitudes of 414 university students regarding
gender. The results did not indicate gender differences towards the technological process. However,
this instrument was focused on university students and not on teachers of higher education; in addition,
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it did not include the behavioural dimension. Along similar lines, Shaft et al. [45] developed
an instrument based on the ACB model. However, for the creation and verification of its psychometric
properties, 176 university students were used. Therefore, this instrument was not focused on measuring
the attitudes of teachers of higher education. Bakr [46] measured the attitudes of 118 professors based
on the ACB model; however, the sample used was teachers in secondary education and not in higher
education. In addition, the author determined that there were no significant differences in terms of
gender and teaching experience.

Reviewing the studies that have analysed and compared the dimensions of the ACB model,
we found out that few investigations have been carried out. Judi et al. [47] analysed the attitudes of
39 secondary school teachers in a rural area of Malaysia. While the results showed that the teaching
staff had positive attitudes toward ICT, they had more positive attitudes in the cognitive factor
regarding the behavioural factor, while the affective dimension had the lowest score. In addition, in this
research, significant data regarding the gender and age of the participants were not found. Abdullah et
al. [48] found similar results in their study; affective dimension towards ICT seemed to be lower than
behavioural and cognitive attitudes. In contrast, Wahyuni [49] found different results. The attitudes
towards use of technologies were more favourable in the affective dimension than in the behavioural
dimension. Jegede et al. [12] obtained similar results. In their study, a total of 467 teachers of higher
education were asked about whether their affective, cognitive and behavioural attitudes affected the
development of their technological competences. The data showed that it only influenced significantly
the affective dimension.

On the other hand, we wanted to know from the literature about those significant variables that
help predict attitudes towards technology through multiple regressions. Onasanya et al. [50] analysed
the possible factors that significantly influence the attitudes of 150 higher education teachers. The results
showed that gender did not exert effects on their attitudes about the integration of technological
tools or in the learning of their students, nor in scientific research. However, there were significant
influences regarding work experience, since the less experienced teachers had, the more favourable
attitudes towards the use of ICT they manifest. These results are corroborated with those obtained by
Kpolovie and Awusaku [15], Olafare et al. [51] and Semerci and Aydin [20]. Nonetheless, according to
Alshammari et al. [18], both variables, age and teaching experience, influenced the attitude toward
technologies; younger teachers with less work experience were more favourable. Despite this influence,
they found that university teachers had a good attitude towards mobile technologies.

Taking into account how attitudes towards ICT have been previously investigated,
few investigations have focused on the ACB Model (affective, cognitive and behavioural) in higher
education. This is one of the main contributions that the authors make to the scientific field: The study
of attitudes towards technology in relation to the ACB model. In addition, few studies have been
carried out that jointly analyse attitudes towards technology in teaching and research fields of higher
education teachers, taking a step forward in this type of research. In addition, few studies focus on
finding out other factors that can significantly affect attitudes towards technology in higher education
contexts (through regression models). Instead, previous studies focus on the gender and teaching
experience of the teaching staff, and not for example on the number of innovations and research projects
in which they collaborate, research stays in other universities, type of education (face-to-face/online)
that they employ, type of university (public/private) in which they work, among other things. Therefore,
the field of study of these predictive variables has been broadened since including these variables
makes the present research have a more solid base.

Therefore, the aim is to find out the affective, cognitive and behavioural attitudes (ACB model) of
higher education teachers towards ICT regarding teaching and research. Secondly, it aims to predict
variables that may significantly influence attitudes towards ICT.
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3. Method

3.1. Design

For the purpose of this study, the authors have used an ex post facto non-experimental methodology
through online surveys [52]. Descriptive and inferential analyses were also carried out in order to
detect those variables that are significant regarding the development of teachers” attitudes in their
teaching with their students and scientific research.

3.2. Participants

The target population of the present study is higher education teachers in Spain, of which there
are currently 120,383 [53]. Email was used to contact 12,538 teachers who belonged to different Spanish
universities distributed throughout the country; 1206 teachers responded. Once the data collection was
completed, a preliminary treatment of the data was carried out in order to debug and eliminate those
cases that the participants had left blank in the questionnaire. The final sample size was exactly 867
higher education teachers from Spain. Regarding the confidentiality of the answers of the participants,
the survey was filled out anonymously, guaranteeing the privacy of their data. They were also informed
of the purposes of the investigation.

The participating teachers were selected through an intentionally non-probabilistic sampling
process. The distribution by areas of the teaching staff was: Social-legal sciences (N = 400); science and
engineering-architecture (N = 183); health sciences (N = 173); and art-humanities (N = 111). Regarding
the sociodemographic characteristics, it can be seen that 415 participants were female, with an age
range between 24 and 69 years (M = 46.56; £9.55) and 452 were male, with an age range between
24 and 73 years (M = 48.47; £10.34). Finally, the sample was described from the academic profile
of the teaching staff, 14.5% of the sample had four years or less of university teaching experience,
21% between five and ten years and 20.6% between 11 and 19 years, while the remaining 43.9% had
20 years or more of experience as a university professor.

The sample of this study can be considered representative of the population of higher education
teachers in Spain as it is configured by participants belonging to the different areas of knowledge
that articulate the Spanish university education system. In addition, the sample was balanced in
frequencies with respect to gender, as well as in years of experience.

3.3. Instrument Used to Measure Attitudes towards ICT

In the present study, an adaptation of the instrument created by Romero et al. [54] was used
which consisted of measuring attitudes towards technology. The original instrument was composed of
18 items classified into three dimensions: Affective, cognitive and behavioral attitudes to teaching;
affective attitudes to research and cognitive attitudes to research, but not behavioral attitudes to
research. In this study, the adaptation of the instrument was approached from the ACB model
perspective: Affective attitudes to teaching and investigation, cognitive attitudes to teaching and
research, and behavioral attitudes to teaching and research. The original instrument was written in
Spanish, so the sample of participants had no problem in understanding and responding to the items.

The response mode consisted of a Likert scale of five points for each item, where value 1 was
related to “totally disagree” and value 5 to “totally agree”. The adaptation of the instrument was
formed by a total of 24 items classified in the three dimensions of the ACB model.

The affective dimension was composed of eight items, four of which related to teaching (e.g., I feel
sure of myself when using ICT in the classroom) and the other four items related to research (e.g.,  have
to use computer programmes for data processing when I carry out an investigation). The maximum
score to reach in this dimension was 40 points. The cognitive dimension was composed of eight items,
four of which related to teaching (e.g., I feel that my students have a better command of ICT resources
than I do) and the other four items related to research (e.g., I believe that internet access favours
an interconnection between the scientific community and the updating of knowledge). The maximum
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score to reach in this dimension was 40 points. The behavioural dimension was composed of a total of
eight items, four of which related to teaching (e.g., ICT plays a key role in the planning of my teaching)
and the other four items related to research (e.g., I keep my profile updated as a researcher in social
networks). The maximum score to reach in this dimension was 40 points. The total maximum score of
the instrument, with the sum of the three dimensions, was 120 points.

The reliability of the instrument was analysed according to each one of the dimensions of the
instrument, focused on the ACB model. For this, Cronbach’s Alpha was used. The coefficient reached
in the total dimension was really good (o« = 0.90). Particularly, the coefficient of each dimension of the
instrument yielded a correct reliability for this type of study: Affective dimension, & = 0.71; cognitive
dimension, & = 0.76; behavioural dimension, « = 0.85.

To verify the validity of the instrument, an exploratory factor analysis was performed, in which
the KMO values were adequate (0.921), as well as the significance of the model measured through
Bartlett’s sphericity (p < 0.05). The theoretical model constructed explained 52.10% of the total true
variance of the participants’ scores. It implies that the three dimensions of the ACB model are stable
and explain enough true variance.

Table 1 shows the classification of variables used in the study. Those with the term DV are the
dependent variables of the present study. The rest of the variables in the table are the independent
variables (IV) which are going to be used in the regression models.

Table 1. Definition of variables.

Short Name Description
Act_total Total attitude towards ICT of university teaching staff (DV)
Act_affective Affective attitudes towards the ICT of the university teaching staff (DV)
Act_cognitive Cognitive attitudes towards ICT of university teaching staff (DV)
Act_behavioral Behavioral attitudes towards ICT of university teaching staff (DV)
Age Age of the participants
Gender Gender of the university faculty (nominal)
Stays Total number of national and international research stays (ordinal)
Experience No. of years of university teaching experience (ordinal)
Projects No. teaching research and innovation projects (ordinal)
Postgraduate No. of postgraduates studied and finished (ordinal)
Sexennium Possess a research sexennium/do not possess it (nominal)
PhD Have the title of PhD/do not have the title of PhD (nominal)
Teaching Teaching face-to-face/online (nominal)
University Type of University: Private/public (nominal)

Source: Own elaboration.

3.4. Analysis of Data

Once the study was designed and the participants’ data were collected, three types of analysis
were used, which are described below.

(1)  First, an exploratory descriptive analysis of the attitudinal level was carried out in each dimension
(ACB model).

(2)  Second, different regression models were used in order to determine which variables are predictive
in the variables dependent on the ACB model. For the analyses, the least squares method was
used, as well as the “forward” method, in order to show only those significant variables among
all the others introduced in the model. In addition, the assumptions that are necessary to make
this type of inferential technique were checked.
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4. Results

The results section is divided into two sections: The first describes the attitudes of the teaching
staff in each dimension of the ACB model; and the second section presents the results obtained through
the regression models.

4.1. Exploratory Descriptive Analysis of the Different Dimensions of the Instrument

According to the affective attitudes towards teaching, it can be seen in Table 2 that the teaching
staff has a positive predisposition toward the integration of ICT, since all the items obtain a high average
score. However, it is noteworthy that the item related to “I am uncomfortable using a methodology
based on ICT to assess students” also has a high score as a negative item. This indicates that this faculty
usually does not use 2.0 tools related to evaluation.

The items focused on the affective attitudes towards ICT in the field of research were stated in
a positive sense, with all scores obtaining above the average. Particularly highlighted items include
“I feel burdened having to use computer programmes for the treatment of data when conducting
research” which obtained an M = 3.93 + 1.27, and “It bothers me to have to update my academic
profile,” which received the lowest score (M = 2.95 + 1.27). This indicates that the teaching staff has
a certain positive predisposition towards that update.

Table 2. Affective attitudes towards information and communication technologies (ICT) in teaching
and research.

M Me Sd

I like that my methodology is based on the transversal use of ICT 3.40 3.00 1.19

It bothers me to use a methodology based on ICT to evaluate the students 3.68 4.00 1.31
I feel confident in myself when using ICT in the classroom 381 4.00 112

I am interested in knowing new ICT tools that I can use in the classroom 394 4.00 1.09

I do not like to access databases and web browsers because I find it difficult to
manage the volume of information
It bothers me to have to update my academic profile 295 3.00 138
I dislike having to dedicate my time to divulge research activities through social 313 300 136
networks
I feel burdened having to use computer software for the treatment of data when
conducting research

384 400 124

393 400 127

Source: Own elaboration.

Table 3 shows the items related to cognitive attitudes towards ICT. As can be seen in this table,
all the items in this dimension for both teaching and research have a high-average rating, although the
items related to teaching have a slightly lower score than those of research. It is noteworthy that the
most valued item in teaching is related to the importance of using ICT in the teaching-learning process,
which has been specifically employed in a transversal way (M = 4.28; +0.87). In contrast, the least
valued item refers to the belief that ICT favours putting into practice a more innovative methodology
and evaluation (M = 3.54; £1.18). Regarding research, within this dimension, it can be noted that all
the average scores exceed four points. The most valued item is “I consider that internet access favours
an interconnection between the scientific community and the updating of knowledge” (M = 4.51;
+0.75), while the least valued is related to the usefulness of ICT for quickly disclosing the results of
an investigation (M = 4.08; £1.04).

The behavioural attitudes towards ICT are analysed in Table 4. In this dimension, when considering
teaching, university teachers value above all the usefulness of ICT for interacting with their students
(M = 3.84; £1.14), considering that ICT is a part of their day-to-day in the classroom (M = 3.79; £1.24).
The least valued item is related to the role played by ICT in teaching planning (M = 3.27; +1.21).
Regarding research, within the behavioural attitudes dimension, the faculty participating in the study
more positively assessed the usefulness of ICT to stay informed of academic innovations in their field
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of research (M = 3.70; +1.18). In contrast, the least valued item referred to the update of one’s profile as
a researcher in the social networks of said faculty (M = 2.98; £1.36).

Table 3. Cognitive attitudes towards ICT in teaching and research.

M Me Sd

I feel that my students dominate ICT resources more than I do. 326 3.00 1.32
I believe that ICT are important in the teaching-learning process and should be
. 428 450 0.87
worked in a transversal manner
I'believe that ICT is helping me to have a more innovative teaching and evaluation

354 400 1.18

methodology
I believe that ICT facilitates me to be updating in my field of knowledge 406 400 1.03
I think the use of software for data processing in my research work is important 427  5.00 .99

I believe that Internet access favors the interconnection between the scientific
community and the updating of knowledge
I believe that ICT allows me to disseminate the results of my research more quickly  4.08  4.00 1.04
I believe that access to the Internet gives me the opportunity to learn about new
1. 435 500 085
resources that facilitate my work as a researcher

451 500 075

Source: Own elaboration.

Table 4. Behavioural attitudes towards ICT in teaching and research.

M Me Sd

ICT is part of my day to day in the classroom 379 400 124

ICT play a priority role in the planning of my teaching 327 3.00 121

My way of interacting with students is favored thanks to the use I make of ICT 3.84 400 1.14
In my classes, I encourage the use of ICT in my students 3.66 4.00 1.17

I do ICT training courses that help me improve my skills as a researcher 320 3.00 1.38

I keep my profile updated as a researcher in social networks 298 3.00 136

T'use ICT to maintain a fluent communication with other researchers 3.65 400 124

I keep informed, through the TIC, of the academic novelties that are presented in the

field of work in which I investigate 370 400 118

Source: Own elaboration.

Table 5 shows the level of total attitudes measured by the instrument, as well as the level of
attitudes for each of the dimensions analysed. It can be seen that the lowest scores are obtained by
the behavioural attitudes (M = 28.12, +£6.98), followed by the affective attitudes (M = 28.69; +5.73),
obtaining in both of them a total low level of behavioural and affective attitudes. On the other hand,
cognitive attitudes obtained a mean total score of M = 32.36; +4.98. Regarding the level of total attitude
towards ICT, it can be said that it is medium (M = 89.39; +15.42) compared to the maximum 120 points
to be reached.

Table 5. Descriptive nature by each dimension of the instrument.

M Me Sd

Affective attitudes (40 points) 28.69 29.00 5.73
Cognitive attitudes (40 points) 32.36 33.00 4.98
Behavioral attitudes (40 points) 28.12 29.00 6.98
Total Attitude (120 points) 89.39 90.00 15.42

Source: Own elaboration.

4.2. Identification of Significant Factors in the Attitude of Teachers towards ICT

For the prediction, four multiple linear regressions (MLR) have been used: The first regression
is focused on the total attitudes towards the ICT, which include the summation all the items of the
three dimensions of the instrument (ACB model). The following regressions are focused on the
specific attitudes in each dimension of the instrument, each dimension encompassing the sum of their
respective items.
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The variables used in each MLR are specified in Table 1, taking into account that the following
variables have been recoded as dummy variables: Gender (male 0; female 1), possession of a research
sexennium (no 0; yes 1), possession of a PhD degree (no 0; yes 1), type of education (face-to-face 0;
online 1), type of university (private 0; public 1).

4.2.1. Regression: Total Attitude towards ICT in Teaching and Research

This first model was focused on knowing the total attitudes towards ICT of university teaching
staff (ACB model as a whole). In the first place, the assumptions of normality, independence
and multicollinearity of the residues were verified. Figure 1 shows the non-violation of these
assumptions. In addition, the independence of the residues was verified through the Durbin-Watson
statistic (D.W. = 1.83), this value being within the allowed threshold [55]. The last case tested was
multicollinearity through tolerance and inflation coefficients (VIF) (Table 6). The coefficients found are
within the allowed threshold (for tolerance values 0.6, and for inflation values less than 10) [56,57].
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Figure 1. Assumptions of normality, independence and multicollinearity.
Table 6. Factor weights in the total attitudes regression model.
Standardized Coefficients § t Sig. Tolerance VIF
Constant 103.096 35.987 0.001
Age —0.146 —4.237 0.001 0.979 1.021
N Projects 0.112 3.265 0.001 0.990 1.010
N Stays 0.027 0.784 0.433 0.952 1.051
Experience 0.050 0.817 0.414 0.314 3.185
N Postgraduate 0.033 0.932 0.352 0.907 1.102
Gender —0.092 —-2.674 0.008 0.986 1.015
Sexennium 0.048 1.246 0.213 0.791 1.265
PhD —0.020 -0.537 0.592 0.853 1.173
Teaching -0.111 -3.226 0.001 0.988 1.012
University 0.004 0.097 0.923 0.758 1.319

Source: Own elaboration.

This regression model was significant, F (4, 817) = 10.676; p < 0.05; adjusted R2 = 0.045. In this
equation line, only four variables were significant predictors: Age (t = —4.237; p < 0.05), belong to
research/innovation projects (t = 3.265; p < 0.05), gender (t = —2.674; p < 0.05) and the type of teaching
(t = —3.226; p < 0.05), were significant variables, three of them having negative weights and only
belonging to projects of a positive weight. The regression equation is formed by the constant and its
corresponding explanatory variables:
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Yy = 103.096 — 0.146Age + 0.112Projects — 0.092Gender — 0.111Teaching
4.2.2. Regression: Affective Attitudes towards ICT in Teaching and Research

The graphs of normality of the residues and their independence evidenced the normality of the
model (D.W. = 1.98). The coefficients of non-collinearity of the variables are observed in Table 7.
This regression line was significant, F (4, 841) = 17.167; p < 0.05; adjusted R? = 0.037. For the affective
dimension, only two variables were predictors in this equation line: Gender (t = —=5.018; p < 0.05) and
age (t = =3.500; p < 0.05). The equation is as follows, taking into account the standardized coefficients:

Y = 32.842 — 0.119Age — 0.170Gender

Table 7. Factorial weights in the affective attitudes regression model.

Standardized Coefficients § t Sig. Tolerance VIF

Constant 32.842 33.629 0.001
Age -0.119 -3.500 0.001 0.991 1.010
N Projects 0.014 0.411 0.681 0.991 1.009
N Stays -0.015 -0.438 0.662 0.973 1.028
Experience 0.071 1.175 0.240 0.313 3.200
N Postgraduate 0.035 0.981 0.327 0.912 1.097
Gender -0.170 -5.018 0.000 0.991 1.010
Sexennium 0.022 0.583 0.560 0.816 1.225
PhD —-0.063 -1.778 0.076 0.907 1.103
Teaching -0.057 -1.693 0.091 0.988 1.012
University 0.014 0.408 0.683 0.977 1.023

Source: Own elaboration.

4.2.3. Regression: Cognitive Attitudes towards ICT in Teaching and Research

Normality parameters were complied with in tolerance, VIF and Durbin-Watson (D.W. = 1.78).
This model was significant, F (3, 842) = 12.524; p < 0.05, adjusted R2 = 0.039. For the cognitive
dimension, only three variables were predictive in teachers’ attitudes; Table 8 shows their standardized
coefficients: Age (t = —5.243; p < 0.05), gender (t = —2.004; p < 0.05) and number of research/innovation
projects (t = 3.128; p < 0.05). The equation is as follows:

Yy =36.271 — 0.178 Age — 0.068Gender + 0.106Projects

Table 8. Factorial weights in the cognitive attitudes regression model.

Standardized Coefficients 8 t Sig. Tolerance VIF

Constant 36.271 42.324 0.001
Age -0.178 —5.243 0.001 0.985 1.015
N Projects 0.106 3.128 0.002 0.991 1.009
N Stays 0.013 0.374 0.709 0.943 1.060
Experience -0.005 -0.090 0.929 0.318 3.149
N Postgraduate 0.006 0.158 0.875 0.916 1.092
Gender -0.068 —2.004 0.045 0.991 1.009
Sexennium 0.027 0.724 0.469 0.792 1.262
PhD 0.017 0.480 0.632 0.861 1.162
Teaching —0.054 —-1.605 0.109 0.987 1.013
University -0.021 -0.615 0.539 0.972 1.029

Source:

Own elaboration.
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4.2.4. Regression: Behavioral Attitudes towards ICT in Teaching and Research

Table 9 shows that the assumptions of normality of the residues were accepted, just as the
statistician Durbin-Watson indicated independence of the residues (D.W. = 1.88).

This model about behavioral attitudes was significant, F (3, 853) = 18.280; p < 0.05, adjusted R2
= (0.057. Only three predictors were significant in the model: Age (t = —3.323; p < 0.05), number of
research/innovation projects (t = 5.237; p < 0.05), and teaching (t = —4.326; p < 0.05). The regression line
was the following:

Yy =32.584 — 0.1111Age + 0.175Projects — 0.144Teaching

Table 9. Factorial weights in the behavioral attitudes regression model.

Standardized Coefficients § t Sig. Tolerance VIF

Constant 32.584 26.943 0.001
Age -0.111 —-3.323 0.001 0.985 1.015
N Projects 0.175 5.237 0.001 0.990 1.010
N Stays 0.037 1.082 0.279 0.943 1.061
Experience 0.043 0.730 0.466 0.320 3.128
N Postgraduate 0.046 1.325 0.186 0.910 1.099
Gender -0.012 -0.363 0.717 0.984 1.016
Sexennium 0.058 1.539 0.124 0.785 1.275
PhD -0.023 —-0.649 0.516 0.862 1.160
Teaching —-0.144 —-4.326 0.001 0.991 1.009
University -0.007 -0.180 0.857 0.747 1.339

Source: Own elaboration.

5. Discussion

The results obtained in the present work show that, despite having a great responsibility to
train students in digital technologies based on their continual growth, university teaching staff have
an average attitude towards the use of ICT. This attitude conditions, to a large extent, the use that they
make of ICT in the teaching-learning process since the more positive the attitude towards the use of
ICT, the more efficient will be the use such technology in their teaching, according to Hue and Ab
Jalil [14], Alshammari et al. [18], Prior et al. [17] and Yang and Kwok [19]. This, therefore, corroborates
the statement made by Biesta [2] and Villegas et al. [3] that it is necessary for university teaching staff
to have greater training in digital competence.

After conducting a more detailed analysis of attitudes, focusing interest on the three dimensions
established by Ostrom [29], Norman [30], Breckler [31] and Maio et al. [32], the teachers participating
in the study were found to have a higher level of self-perception in relation to cognitive attitudes.
However, it should be noted that the total score of this dimension was average. These results are in
accordance with those obtained by Judi et al. [47] since, according to their study, university teachers
had a positive attitude in the cognitive dimension more so than in any other dimensions analysed.

In the present work, the self-perceived assessment of the participants in relation to the affective
dimension is inferior to the cognitive dimension of attitude. However, the affective dimension is more
valued than the behavioural dimension. After reviewing different research that focuses on analysing
attitudes towards ICT in the three dimensions and comparing to the results of this study, it is apparent
that there are no concordant results. In each of them, the score or assessment of the attitude (whether
cognitive, behavioural or affective) is different. For example, in the studies conducted by Abdullah et
al. [48] and Judi et al. [47], affective attitudes had lower scores than cognitive and behavioural attitudes,
while in the present study, affective attitudes obtained a score between these two dimensions. On the
other hand, for Jegede et al. [12] and Wahyuni [49] the affective dimension had the highest valuation.
All this confirms the statement made by Ankiewicz [28] that it is not possible to establish unitary scores
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towards attitude because it influences not only the dimensions analysed in the present work, but also
a multitude of personal and professional variables.

When carrying out the inferential analysis of the variables investigated, it can be seen that the
predictors of the total attitude towards the use of ICT are age, participation in projects, gender and
type of teaching, according to order of appearance in the equation. Part of these results coincides with
those obtained by Onasanya et al. [50] since in their study gender did have an influence. Nonetheless,
it should be noted that, according to these researchers, work experience was also an influential variable,
while in this research, work experience was not a predictor variable. Alshammari et al. [18] made
a similar finding since in their research the main predictors of attitudes towards ICT were age and
work experience, while age was an influential variable in the present study.

When trying to predict the conditioning variables of attitude by dimensions, different results are
also obtained: Age is a variable that influences the three dimensions analysed; gender only influences
the affective and cognitive dimension; participation in research projects influences the cognitive
and behavioural dimension, while teaching in a face-to-face or online university only influences the
behavioural dimension.

6. Conclusions

After carrying out the study, it can be seen that university teaching staff have an average level
of self-perception regarding attitudes, which evidences the need to motivate university teachers to
increase their attitude towards ICT use. This is because having an average attitude of use conditions
the teaching position towards the integration of ICT in the teaching-learning processes, and therefore
hinders university innovation. Thus, it is necessary to make profitable the benefits of ICT and offer
a high quality of teaching that is adapted to the formative demands of the students and the present
social conditions.

The results show that teachers are aware of the importance of the use of ICT in all areas of
university life, but despite this it is still underused because not all of them use ICT regularly in their
teaching. It would be advisable, therefore, for the university itself to promote more the incorporation
of ICT in a transversal manner and for university teachers to receive more practical ICT training.
This is because attitudes have a decisive influence on decisions regarding whether to use ICT or not.
Therefore, it is the political responsibility of each Spanish university to increase resources, implement
training courses and encourage teachers, and for this it is required that these institutions allocate not
only resources to performing good ICT practices, but also to make available for teachers the time
needed to achieve that purpose.

One must also remember that attitudes are subjective assessments. Therefore, a limitation of
the present study was the fact that it was not complemented with qualitative research, for example,
conducting in-depth interviews with the teachers to find out their attitudes and thus to contrast the
quantitative and qualitative data.

Regarding future lines of research, this work could be continued by taking into account the
opinion of students, designing an assessment tool for students to assess the attitudes of university
teachers and triangulating the information obtained through different research agents.
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