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Abstract: Polymer nanocomposites show unique properties combining the advantages of 

the inorganic nanofillers and the organic polymers. The mesoporous silica nanofillers have 

received much attention due to their ordered structure, high surface area and ease for 

functionalization of the nanopores. To accommodate macromolecules, the nanopores lead 

to unusually intimate interactions between the polymer and the inorganic phase, and some 

unusual properties can be observed, when compared with nonporous fillers. Whereas many 

review articles have been devoted to polymer/nonporous nanofiller nanocomposites, few 

review articles focus on polymer/mesoporous silica nanocomposites. This review 

summarizes the recent development in the methods for synthesizing polymer/mesoporous 

silica nanocomposites based on the papers published from 1998 to 2009, and some unique 

properties of these composites are also described. 
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1. Introduction  

Polymer nanocomposites are a class of hybrid materials composed of an organic polymer matrix 

with dispersed inorganic nanofillers. Polymer nanocomposite shows unique properties, combining the 

advantages of the inorganic nanofillers (e.g., rigidity, thermal stability) and the organic polymers (e.g., 

flexibility, dielectric, ductility, and processability) [1]. The inorganic nanofillers have large surface 

area, leading to a dramatic increase in interfacial area [1-3]. These nanofillers, even at very low 

concentrations, can strongly change the macroscopic properties of the polymer [4]. Inorganic 

OPEN ACCESS



Materials 2010, 3 

 

4067

nanofillers include nanotubes, metal oxides (e.g., SiO2, TiO2, Al2O3, Fe3O4), layered silicates (e.g., 

montmorillonite, saponite), metalic nanoparticles (e.g., Au, Cu), semiconductors (e.g., PbS, CdS) [1], 

and mesoporous silicas, etc. Whereas many review articles have been devoted to polymer/ nonporous 

nanofiller nanocomposites [1-3], few review articles focus on polymer/mesoporous silica 

nanocomposites. The mesoporous silica nanofillers have received much attention due to their ordered 

structure, high surface area and easiness for functionalization of the nanopores. The nanopores are 

sufficiently porous to accommodate macromolecules which will lead to unusually intimate interactions 

between the polymer and the inorganic phase [2], and some unusual properties will be observed awhen 

compared to those nonporous fillers. This review summarizes the recent developments in the methods 

for synthesis of polymer/mesoporous silica nanocomposites based on the papers published from 1998 

to 2009. This review will show a general route for the preparation of the nanocomposites, and then 

give a brief discussion of the properties of the composites. 

2. Mesoporous Silica and Surface Functionalization 

The first mesoporous silica, known as the M41S phase, was developed by the Mobil Oil Company 

in 1992. Unlike the zeolite, the M41S materials have pore diameters from approximately 2 to 10 nm 

[5]. This class of material has very large surface areas, ordered pore systems, and well-defined pore 

radius distributions [5]. The most well-known types of this class of materials include the silica solids 

MCM-41 (with a hexagonal arrangement of the mesopores, space group p6mm), MCM-48 (with a 

cubic arrangement of the mesopores, space group Ia3 d), and MCM-50 (with a laminar structure, space 

group p2) [5]. The use of amphiphilic triblock copolymers as a structure-directing agents has resulted 

in the preparation of well-ordered hexagonal mesoporous silica structures (SBA-15, SBA: Santa 

Barbara University) with uniform pore sizes up to approximately 30 nm [5-6]. According to the 

definition of IUPAC, mesoporous materials are described as materials whose pore diameters lie in the 

range between 2 and 50 nm [5].The composites based on the microporous silica with the pore size 

small than 2 nm and the macroporous silica with the pore size above 50 nm are excluded from  

this review.  

Mesoporous silica is synthesized via polycondensation of silica species, which originate from 

different sources of silica (like sodium silicate, tetraethyl- (TEOS) or tetramethylorthosilica (TMOS)) 

in the presence of surfactants as structure-directing agents [5-6]. Many types of ionic  

(e.g., hexadecyltrimethylammonium bromide (CTAB)) and non-ionic surfactants (e.g., amphiphilic 

triblock copolymers) have been used for obtaining mesoporous silica with different pore structure and 

morphological characteristics [6]. To full outline the preparation of mesoporous silica, readers are 

referred to excellent reviews published in these years [5-6].  

Both the dispersion of nanofillers in the polymer matrix and the interaction between nanofillers 

with the polymers is closely related to the properties of composites [4]. In order to get a well-dispersed 

composite with enhanced interfacial adhesion, surface modification of the nanoparticles is always 

necessary. Some typical silane coupling agents used for surface functionalization of mesoporous silica 

are shown in Table 1. Two main pathways (postsynthetic functionalization and co-condensation 

method) are available for the modification of the surface of mesoporous, whose mechanisms are 

shown in Figure 1. The readers are encouraged to read the review by Hoffmann et al. [5]. 
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Table 1. Typical silane coupling agents used for surface functionalization of mesoporous silica.  

Name Structure 
3-aminopropyltriethoxysilane  
3-aminopropyltrimethoxysilane 
Vinyltriethoxysilane 
Vinyltrimethoxysilane 
3-isocyanatopropyltriethoxysilane 
methacryloxymethyltriethoxysilane 
3-methacryloxypropyltrimethoxysilane 
mercaptopropyl triethoxysilane 
methyltriethoxysilane 
phenyltrimethoxysilane 
bis(triethoxysilylpropyl)tetrasulfane 
3-glycidoxypropyltrimethoxysilane 
dimethyldichlorosilane 

H2N(CH2)3Si(OC2H5)3 
H2N(CH2)3Si(OCH3)3 
CH2=CHSi(OC2H5)3 
CH2=CHSi(OCH3)3 
OCN(CH2)3Si(OC2H5)3 
CH2=C(CH3)COO(CH2)3Si(OC2H5)3 

CH2=C(CH3)COO(CH2)3Si(OCH3)3 
SH(CH2)3Si(OC2H5)3 

CH3Si(OC2H5)3 

PhSi(OCH3)3 
(C2H5O)3Si(CH2)3S4(CH2)3Si(OC2H5)3 
CH2(O)CHCH2O(CH2)3Si(OCH3)3 

(CH3)2SiCl2
 

 

Figure 1. (a) Postsynthetic functionalization and (b) co-condensation methods for organic 

modification of mesoporous silica. 

  
(a)                                                                                                      (b) 

3. Preparation of Polymer/Mesoporous Silica Nanocomposites 

3.1. Blending 

Direct mixing of the mesoporous silica into the polymer is the simplest method for preparing 

polymer/mesoporous silica composites. The mixing can be done by melt blending and solution 

blending [1]. However, to fully disperse nanoparticles in the polymer matrix is a big challenge due to 

the strong tendency of nanoparticles to agglomerate. Surface modification of the nanofillers is a 

general route to enhance the dispersion of the nanofillers and to build up a strong interfacial interaction 

between the polymer and inorganic nanofillers [1]. 

Melt blending is done by mixing the mesoporous silica with the polymer above the melting point or 

above the glass-transition temperature (Tg) of polymers. This method is efficient and operable [1].  

Pérez et al. reported styrene-butadiene rubber (SBR)/mesoporous silica nanocomposites 

synthesized by mixture of SBR and mesoporous silica [7-9]. The addition of mesoporous silica into 

SBR led to an increase in swelling degree, elastic modulus and Tg of the samples. It was observed that 
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the vulcanization rate was higher for the rubber filled with mesoporous silica, which can be explained 

by chemical interaction between the fillers and rubbers and the penetration of the rubber chains into 

the mesopores [7-9]. 

Wang et al. reported that mixture of polypropylene (PP) with Na-montmorillonite (Na-MMT) and 

MCM-41, generating a nanocomposite filled with two different kinds of nanoparticles. In this 

nanocomposite, Na-MMT layers were exfoliated and the hexagonal framework structure of MCM-

41was retained. The mechanical tests showed that with simultaneous nanofiller loading, the co-

incorporation of Na-MMT and MCM-41 into the PP matrix gave rise to much enhanced effects than 

incorporating either Na-MMT or MCM-41 particles separately, due to different interfacial structure 

between the fillers and the matrix in the PP composite [10]. 

Solution blending is done by mixing mesoporous silica and polymer in a solvent. After removal of 

the solvent, the composites are obtained. This method brings about a good molecular level of mixing, 

and can overcome the limitations of melt mixing [1]. Many polymers have a good mixture with 

mesoporous silica using this method. However, solution blending has some disadvantages. For 

example, the appropriate solvent is not easy to obtain and it is necessary to remove the solvent  

after processing. 

Most of the PEO/mesoporous silica nanocomposites were obtained using solution blending [11-17]. 

Generally, the mesoporous silica was first dispersed in solvent (e.g., acetonitrile, acetone or methanol), 

and then PEO and Li+ ions were added to the solution. After the mixture was stirred and the solvent 

removed, nanocomposites filled with mesoporous silica were obtained. Functionalization of the surface 

by organic groups (such as amino, 3-glycidyloxypropy groups) is usually used to improve dispersion and 

compatibility between PEO and mesoporous silica or to promote fast ion transfer [11-17]. The PEO-

based nanocomposites can be used for composite polymer electrolytes. Addition of mesoporous silica 

nanofillers into the PEO matrix led to an increase in the ionic conductivity and lithium ion transference 

number of the composite electrolytes. 

Nafion/mesoporous silica composite films were prepared by blending Nafion resin and mesoporous 

silica in dimethyl formamide (DMF) [18,19]. It was found that the Nafion composites filled with 

mesoporous silica have approximately 1.5 times higher proton conductivities than pure Nafion, and 

can display good temperature performance relative to pure Nafion and the SiO2 particle composite [18].  

Encapsulation of conducting polymers in the nanopores can inhibit interchain effects, resulting in 

unusual propertied for the polymers [20-25]. Posudievsky et al. reported guest–host poly[2-methoxy-

5-(2′-ethyl-hexyloxy)-1,4-phenylene vinylene] (MEH-PPV)/MCM-41 composites via insertion of 

macromolecules inside mesoporous silica in toluene or chlorobenzene [22]. The intensity of 

photoluminescence of the obtained composites was found to be two orders of magnitude greater than 

that of the neat polymer [22]. The MEH-PPV/ MCM-41 films with highly oriented and ordered 2d 

rectangular cmm structure were also reported by Molenkamp et al. [25]. Other conducting polymers, 

such as poly (2,8-dibenzothiophene-5,5-dioxide-vinylene)-alt-(2-methoxy-5-alkoxy-1,4-phenylenevinylene) 

(DDMA–PPVs) and poly(9,9’-dioctylfluorene) were also reported to be mixed with MCM-41 in 

solvent to form composites [26-27]. The results showed evidence of the molecular orbital confinement 

effect in the composites [26], and the resulting nanocomposite film showed dramatically increased 

photostability and color purity, as well as higher electroluminescence output [27]. 
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Some studies focused on MCM-41 as an additive to enhance the gas permeability characteristics of 

high-performance polysulfone films. The polysulfone/mesoporous silica composite films were 

prepared by mixing polysulfone and mesoporous silica in solvent [28-29]. It was found that for all 

gases tested (N2, O2, CO2, CH4), the permeability increased in proportion to the weight percent of 

MCM-41 present in the film, without a loss in selectivity [28]. 

The poly(dimethylsiloxane)/mesoporous silica composite was prepared by Kim et al. [30]. This 

material can be loaded with the drug ibuprofen, which can be released from the system by ultrasound. 

The composites were prepared by mixing the ibuprofen-loaded mesoporous silica with 

poly(dimethylsiloxane) solution. Other siloxane polymer (e.g., poly(di-n-hexylsilane), 

poly(methylphenylsilane) based composites were also obtained using solution blending [31-32].  

3.2. In Situ Polymerization 

3.2.1. General Polymerization 

The in situ polymerization method has many advantages, such as ease of handling and better 

performance of the final products [1]. Generally, this method involves the dispersion of nanofillers in 

monomer(s), and then bulk or solution polymerization. The nanofillers are always modified by 

functional groups to increase the interaction between the polymers and the nanofillers, or to get a good 

dispersion in the polymer matrix. For example, as-synthesized MCM-48 was modified via silylation 

with Cl-Si(CH3)3 to generate hydrophobic surface [33]. 

In 1998, Moller et al. reported poly(methyl methacrylate)(PMMA)/mesoporous silica composites 

synthesized by adsorption of MMA into the pores and then polymerization initiated with benzoyl 

peroxide. It was found that the polymers confined in the 6-35 Å diameter channels of the hosts did not 

show characteristic bulk behavior with respect to their glass transition temperature [34]. Recently, 

Zhang et al. synthesized PMMA-mesocellular foam silica nanocomposites via batch emulsion 

polymerization [35]. Ji et al. synthesized a propyl methacrylate functionalized mesoporous silica by 

condensation of TEOS and (3-trimethoxysilyl)propyl methacrylate [36] in the presence of surfactants. 

In situ polymerization of (3-trimethoxysilyl)propyl methacrylate among the mesoporous silica particles 

resulted in nanocomposites with improved mechanical and thermal properties. DSC and SEM results 

indicated chemical bonding and strong interactions between the polymers and fillers. 

The conducting polymer/mesoporous silica composites were synthesized by in situ polymerization 

of the corresponding monomers, such as phenylene butadiynylene [37], pyrrole [38-41], aniline [42-43] 

and diphenylamine [44] in the presence of mesoporous silica. Covalent graft of polyaniline onto the 

pores walls of SBA-15 was done by Sasidharan et al. [45]. They first synthesized monolayer  

N-propylaniline functionalized mesoporous silica SBA-15 by co-condensation of  

N-[3-(trimethoxysilyl)propyl]aniline and TEOS in the present of templates, and then the functionalized 

SBA-15 was contacted with aniline gas and polymerization occurred in the presence of ammonium 

peroxodisulfate as oxidant. The grafted polyaniline showed an increased electrical conductivity, 

compared to non-grafted composites. 

Preparation of the conjugated polymer PPV inside the channels of the mesoporous silica MCM-41 

was described by Pattantyus-Abraham et al. [46] .In this method, MCM-41 was first converted to a 
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basic form by deprotonating its surface hydroxy groups with a nonaqueous base (tetrabutylammonium 

hydroxide). The in situ polymerization was performed by the transfer of the basic solid into the 

solution of xylylene bis(tetrahydrothiophenium chloride). 

A poly(lactic acid)-coated mesoporous silica nanosphere（PLA-MSN）was prepared by Radu et 

al. [47]. In this method, a mercaptopropyl-functionalized mesoporous silica (thiol-MSN) was first 

synthesized, and then the exterior surface of thiol-MSN was grafted by  

1,5,6-epoxyhexyltriethoxysilane. After the grafted epoxyhexyl groups were converted to  

5,6-hydroxyhexyl groups by acid, L-Lactide together with a catalyst (tin(II) 2-ethylhexanoate) was 

added, and polymerization occurred, generating PLA-MSN. PLA-MSN can serve as a fluorescence 

probe for selective detection of amino-containing neurotransmitters under physiological conditions and 

can regulate the penetration of molecules in and out of the nanoscale pores by utilizing the PLA layer 

as a gatekeeper [47]. 

Dental composites composed of mesoporous silica and resin was prepared by Praveen et al. [48]. 

The composites were prepared by mixing bisphenyl A glycidyl dimethacrylateand, triethylene glycol 

dimethacrylate and mesoporous fillers. Camphorquinone and 2-(dimethylamino) ethyl methacrylate 

were used as photoinitiator and accelerator, respectively. The mesoporous fillers can improve the 

mechanical and aging properties of experimental dental composites. A rubbery epoxy 

polymer/mesoporous silica composite was synthesized by Jiao et al. [49-50]. The composites were 

synthesized by mixture of mesoporous silica with epoxy resin and curing agents  

(α,ω-polyoxypropylene diamine), and then reacted under 50 or 125 °C. It was demonstrated that an 

ordered porous network with animopropyl functional groups was essential for polymer reinforcement, 

and that larger framework pores were superior to those provided by smaller pore derivatives, most 

likely because of more efficient polymer impregnation of the particle mesopores [49-50].  

Lin et al. reported polyimide (PI)/mesoporous silica composite films prepared by condensation 

polymerization of dianhydride and diamine with silylated mesoporous silica particles, followed with 

thermal imidization [51]. Min et al. synthesized PI/SBA-15 composites [52]. In this method, different 

SBA-15 powders modification by octyl or amino were used. The composite films containing SBA-15 

modified with amino showed an increased in the tensile strength and elongation compared with those 

with octyl and pristine SBA-15. The dielectric constant was significantly reduced with increasing 

SBA-15 modified with amino groups [52]. The same composites were also prepared by Lin et al. [53], 

and the low dielectric constant was also observed for the PI filled with SBA-15. 

A hybrid structure based on vinyl-functionalized MCM-48 and PS was prepared through in situ 

polymerization of styrene monomer [54]. The results indicated that the inorganic/organic 

nanocomposites coupled at the nanometer level when the monomers were polymerized with the 

intrapore grafted vinyl groups. A considerable improvement in Young's modulus and tensile strength 

were observed in the composites. The PS/MCM-41 [55] and Polyethylene/MCM-41 [56-57] 

composites were also prepared using in situ polymerization. 

Many studies have focused on synthesis of ordered mesoporous silica/poly(N-isopropylacrylamide) 

(PNIPAAm) copolymer composites [58-59]. The composites were formed by co-condensation of 

TEOS and PNIPAAm-co-poly(3-methacryloxypropyltrimethoxysilane) in the presence of surfactants 

[58]. Magnetic mesoporous silica/PNIPAAm composites were also prepared recently [60-61]. These 
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composites could be applied in targeting by magnetic field and controlled release of drugs by 

temperature change. 

A pH-responsive core-shell mesoporous silica/ [poly(methacrylic acid-co-vinyl triethoxylsilane] 

sphere was synthesized by Gao et al. [62]. The poly(methacrylic acid-co-vinyl triethoxylsilane) was 

first synthesized via a copolymerization of methacrylic acid and vinyl triethoxylsilane monomer. This 

polymer was grafted onto the mesoporous silica via reaction of vinyl triethoxylsilane with Si-OH 

groups on the mesoporous silicas. 

Chu et al. reported a bifunctional ordered mesoporous TiO2-SiO2-polymer nanocomposite 

synthesized by the direct triblockcopolymer-templating route using TEOS as a silica source, 

tetraisopropyl titanate as a titanium source, phenol and formaldehyde as polymer sources and Pluronic 

F127 as a template [63]. In this material, the pore walls are composed of polymer, silica and Ti species, 

and the organic polymers and inorganic solids are homogeneously dispersed inside the pore wall. 

3.3. Surface-Initiated Polymerization 

The grafting strategies to construct the polymer/mesoporous silica composite are of great 

interesting. Generally, two routes are used to graft polymer chains on the surface of the mesoporous 

silica, e.g., “grafting-to” and “grafting-from” technique [1-2]. The “grafting to” method refers to the 

grafting of polymers onto inorganic particles. This method usually generates nongrafted chains. 

Additionally, the grafted polymer chains prevent attachment of the next ones and then limit the graft 

density [1]. The “grafting-from” technique refers to polymer chains growth from the surface of the 

inorganic supports. This method is feasible to design polymer/mesoporous silica composite with 

covalent interaction between polymer and inorganic fillers. 

A stimuli-responsive mesoporous material was synthesized via surface-initiated polymerization 

(“grafting from” technique) [64-65]. The mesoporous silica was first covalently grafted to initiator, 1-

(trichlorosilyl)-2-(m/p-(chloromethyl)phenyl)ethane. After addition of monomer NiPAAm, CuCl and 

bipydine, an atom transfer radical polymerization (ATRP) were performed on the surface of the 

mesoporous silica (Figure 2). The ATRP has also been applied to synthesize PS [66], polyacrylonitrile 

[66], poly(2-(dimethylamino)ethyl methacrylate) [66], PMMA [67-68] and peptide [69]/mesoporous 

silica composites. 

The polymer/mesoporous silica composites were also synthesized via a surface-initiated living 

radical polymerization with a reversible addition–fragmentation chain transfer (RAFT) reaction 

(Figure 3). A series of PNIPAAm-coated mesoporous silica nanoparticles [70-72] and PS 

shell/mesoporous silica nanoparticle cores [73] nanospheres were synthesized. 
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Figure 2. ATRP method for grafting polymer onto the mesoporous silica. 

 
 

Figure 3. RAFT method for grafting polymer onto the mesoporous silica. 

 
 

We recently reported on emulsion polymerization of ethylene from vinyl functionalized 

mesoporous silica nanoparticles (V-MSNs) [74]. V-MSNs, with the relative surface coverage of the 

vinyl monolayers 74%, were synthesized via deposition of vinyl monolayers on the pore walls (Figure 4). 

These V-MSNs with high surface coverage are desirable for anchoring metal catalysts  

(A fluorinated P-O-chelated nickel catalyst in this case) onto the nanopores for ethylene aqueous 

polymerization due to their advantages: high surface coverage with organic groups obviating the 

destructive interaction of reactive catalysts with silanol groups (Si-OH) lining the framework pore 

walls; high density of vinyl groups making catalysts easy coordinate to the vinyl groups; hydrophobic 

surface contributed by vinyl groups preventing catalysts from poison by water. PE chains grew from 

the pores of V-MSNs, formation of stable nanocomposite lattices with solid content up to 17.3%. Our 

method resulted in V-MSNs well-dispersed in the PE matrix. Especially, because of a strong 

interaction between PE and nanoparticles, a stable V-MSNs core/PE shell structure was formed upon 

thermal treatment above melting temperature of the PE (Figure 4b). 
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Figure 4. (a) The schematic illustration for emulsion polymerization of ethylene from 

MSN, (b) The TEM of the resulting PE/mesoporous silica composites. Reproduced with 

permission from [74]. Copyright 2009 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

 
(a)                                                                     (b) 

 

4. Other Methods 

Some polymer/mesoporous silica composites can be synthesized by sol-gel method. Fujiwara et al. 

reported polymer sulfonate/mesoporous silica composites via so-gel method [75]. In this method, the 

polymer sulfonate (Nation and poly(sodium-styrenesulfonate)), TEOS and surfactants were simply 

mixed in alkaline aqueous solution to generated a composite. In this composite, organic polymers are 

incorporated in the framework of mesoporous silica. Madhugiri et al. electrospinned MEH-PPV/SBA-

15 composite nanofibers using a dual syringe method [76]. During this electrospinning process, two 

syringes one containing MEH-PPV solution and the other containing SBA-15 gel were subjected to a 

voltage of 20 kV. An interesting result is that fluorescence of MEH-PPV was blue shifted in  

the composites. 

5. Summary and Outline 

This review summarized the recent developments in the methods to synthesize polymer/mesoporous 

silica nanocomposites. Most of the composites were synthesized via blending and in situ 

polymerization methods. Although these methods have been studied extensively, to further 

development new method for fabrication of mesoporous silica-based nanocomposites is still a hot topic.  

The mesoporous silica-based nanocomposites are relatively new materials, which have only 

received attention in recent years, and many properties of these materials have not been disclosed. The 

study of the unique properties of these materials has received much attention and an increasing amount 

of papers has been published in recent year. Especially, the colloidal polymer/mesoporous silica 

nanospheres can load drugs and easy transfer cross the living cells [77]. The grafted polymer can be 

designed to control the loaded drug release in the cells. These features make colloidal 

polymer/mesoporous silica nanospheres an excellent candidate for next-generation drug carriers.  

 



Materials 2010, 3 

 

4075

Acknowledgements 

We thank for the financial support from the National Natural Science Foundation of China No. 

20504021, 50730008, Natural Science Foundation of shanghai No.10ZR1416300, the Foundation for 

SMC Excellent Young Teacher in Shanghai Jiao Tong University and National Basic Research 

Program of China No. 2006CB300406. 

References and Notes 

1. Zou, H.; Wu, S.S.; Shen, J. Polymer/silica nanocomposites: preparation, characterization, 

properties, and applications. Chem. Rev. 2008, 108, 3893-3957. 

2. Mark, J.E. Some novel polymeric nanocomposites. Accounts Chem. Res. 2006, 12, 881-888. 

3. Winey, K.I.; Moniruzzaman, M. Polymer nanocomposites containing carbon nanotubes. 

Macromolecules 2006, 39, 5194-5205. 

4. Wei, L.M.; Tang, T.; Huang B.T. Synthesis and characterization of polyethylene/clay–silica 

nanocomposites: a montmorillonite/silica- hybrid- supported catalyst and in situ polymerization. 

J. Polym. Sci. Pol. Chem. 2004, 42, 941-949. 

5. Hoffmann, F.; Cornelius, M.; Morell, J.; Fröba, M. Silica-based mesoporous organic-inorganic 

hybrid materials. Angew. Chem. Int. Edit. 2006, 45, 3216-3251. 

6. Giraldo, L.F.; López, B.L.; Pérez, L.; Urrego, S.; Sierra, L.; Mesa, M. Mesoporous silica 

applications. Macromol. Symp. 2007, 258, 129-141. 

7. Pérez, L.D.; Giraldo, L.F.; López, B.L.; Hess, M.; de Souza Gomes, A. Reinforcing of elastomers 

with mesoporous silica. In Proceedings of World Polymer Congress-MACRO, Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil, 16-21 July 2006; pp. 628-640. 

8. Pérez, L.D.; Giraldo, L.F.; López, B.L.; Hess, M. Reinforcing of elastomers with mesoporous 

silica. Macromol. Symp. 2006, 245, 628-640.  

9. López, B.L.; Pérez, L.D.; Mesa, M.; Sierra, L.; Devaux, E.; Camargo, M.; Campagne, C.; Giraud, 

S. Use of mesoporous silica as a reinforcing agent in rubber compounds. E-Polymer 2005, 018,  

1-13. 

10. Wang, N.; Zhao, C.; Shia, Z.; Shao, Y.; Li, H.; Gao, N. Co-incorporation of MMT and MCM-41 

nanomaterials used as fillers. Mater. Sci. Eng. B 2009, 157. 44-47. 

11. Wang, X.L.; Mei, A.; Li, M.; Lin, Y.H.; Nan, C.W. Effect of silane-functionalized mesoporous 

silica SBA-15 on performance of PEO-based composite polymer electrolytes. Solid State Ionics 

2006, 177, 1287-1291. 

12. Xi, J.Y.; Qiu, X.P.; Zhu, W.T.; Tang, X.Z. Enhanced electrochemical properties of poly (ethylene 

oxide)-based composite polymer electrolyte with ordered mesoporous materials for lithium 

polymer battery, Micropor. Mesopor. Mat. 2006, 88, 1-7. 

13. Tominaga, Y.; Igawa, S.; Asai, S.; Sumita, M. Ion-conductive properties of mesoporous silica-

filled composite polymer electrolytes. Electrochim. Acta 2005, 50, 3949-3954. 

14. Kim, S.; Hwang, E.J.; Park, S.J. An experimental study on the effect of mesoporous silica 

addition on ion conductivity of poly (ethylene oxide) electrolytes. Curr. Appl. Phys. 2008, 8,  

729-731. 



Materials 2010, 3 

 

4076

15. Kao, H.M.; Tsai, Y.Y.; Chao, S.W. Functionalized mesoporous silica MCM-41 in poly 

(ethylene oxide)-based polymer electrolytes: NMR and conductivity study. Solid State Ionics 

2005, 176, 1261-1270. 

16. Xia, J.Y.; Qiua, X.P.; Ma, X.M.; Cui, M.Z.; Yang, J.; Tang, X.Z.; Zhu, W.T; Chen, L.Q. 

Composite polymer electrolyte doped with mesoporous silica SBA-15 for lithium polymer 

battery. Solid State Ionics 2005, 176, 1249-1260. 

17. Xi, J.Y.; Tang, X.J. Enhanced lithium ion transference number and ionic conductivity of 

composite polymer electrolyte doped with organic–inorganic hybrid P123@SBA-15. Chem. Phys. 

Lett. 2004, 400, 68-73. 

18. Tominaga, Y.; Hong, I.C.; Asai, S.; Sumita, M. Proton conduction in Nafion composite 

membranes filled with mesoporous silica. J. Power Sources 2007, 171, 530-534. 

19. Jin, Y.G.; Qiao, S.Z.; Zhang, L.; Xua, Z.P.; Smarta, S; da Costa, J.C.D.; Lu, G.Q. Novel Nafion 

composite membranes with mesoporous silica nanospheres as inorganic fillers. J. Power Sources 

2008, 185, 664-669. 

20. Cardin, D.J. Encapsulated conducting polymer. Adv. Mater. 2002, 14, 553. 

21. Xi, H.A.; Wang, B.H.; Zhang, Y.B.; Qian, X.F.; Yin, J.; Zhu, Z.K. Spectroscopic studies on 

conjugated polymers in mesoporous channels: influence of polymer side-chain length. J. Phys. 

Chem. Solids 2003, 64, 2451-2455. 

22. Posudievsky, Y.O.; Telbiza, G.M.; Rossokhaty, V.K. Effect of solvent nature on liquid-phase self-

assembly of MEH-PPV/ MCM-41 guest–host composites. J. Mater. Chem. 2006, 16, 2485-2489. 

23. Cadby, A.J.; Tolbert, S.H. Controlling optical properties and interchain interactions in 

semiconducting polymers by encapsulation in periodic nanoporous silicas with different Pore 

Sizes. J. Phys. Chem. B. 2005, 109, 17879-17886. 

24. Wu, J.J.; Gross, A.F.; Tolbert, S.H. Host-guest chemistry using an oriented mesoporous host: 

alignment and Iisolation of a semiconducting polymer in the nanopores of an ordered silica 

matrix. J. Phys. Chem. B. 1999, 103, 2374-2384. 

25. Molenkamp, W.C.; Watanabe, M.; Miyata, H.; Tolbert, S.H. Highly polarized luminescence from 

optical quality films of a semiconducting polymer aligned within oriented mesoporous silica. J. 

Am. Chem. Soc. 2004, 126, 4476-4477. 

26. Wang, B.H.; Xi, H.A.; Yin, J., Qian, X.F.; Zhu, Z.K. Molecular orbital confinement effect of 

mesoporous silica of MCM-41 on conjugated polymer. Synt. Met. 2003, 139, 187-190. 

27. Park, J.H.; Kim, S.; Kim, Y.C.; Park, O.O. Polymer/nanoporous silica nanocomposite blue-light-

emitting diodes. Nanotechnology 2005, 16, 1793-1797. 

28. Reid, B.D.; Alberto Ruiz-Trevino, F.; Musselman, I.H.; Balkus, K.J.; Ferraris, J.P. Gas 

permeability properties of polysulfone membranes containing the mesoporous molecular sieve 

MCM-41. Chem. Mater. 2001, 13, 2366. 

29. Zornoza, B.; Irusta, S.; Tellez, C.; Coronas, J. Mesoporous silica sphere-polysulfone mixed matrix 

membranes for gas separation. Langmuir 2009, 25, 5903-5909. 

30. Kim, H.J.; Matsuda, H.; Zhou, H.; Honma, I. Ultrasound-triggered smart drug release from a 

poly(dimethylsiloxane)–mesoporous silica composite. Adv. Mater. 2006, 18, 3083-3088.  

31. Bose, A.; Gilpin, R.K.; Jaroniec, M. Adsorption and thermogravimetric studies of mesoporous 

silica coated with siloxane polymer. J. Colloid Interf. Sci. 2001, 240, 224-228. 



Materials 2010, 3 

 

4077

32. Ostapenko, N.; Kotova, N.; Telbiz, G.; Suto, S. Size effect in the fluorescence spectra of 

polysilanes embedded in mesoporous materials. Low. Temp. Phys. 2004, 30, 494. 

33. He, J.; Shen, Y.B.; Yang, J.; Evans, D.G.; Duan, X. Nanocomposite structure based on silylated 

MCM-48 and poly(vinyl acetate). Chem. Mater. 2003, 15, 3894-3902. 

34. Moller, K.; Bein, T.; Fischer, R.X. Entrapment of PMMA polymer strands in micro- and 

mesoporous materials. Chem. Mater. 1998, 10, 1841-1852. 

35 Zhang, F.A., Lee, D.K., Pinnavaia, T.J. PMMA-mesocellular foam silica nanocomposites 

prepared through batch emulsion polymerization and compression molding. Polymer 2009, 50, 

4768-4774. 

36  Ji, X.L.; Hampsey, J.E.; Hu, Q.Y.; He, J.B.; Yang, Z.Z.; Lu, Y.F. Mesoporous silica-reinforced 

polymer nanocomposites. Chem. Mater. 2003, 15, 3656-3662. 

37. Lin, V.S.Y.; Radu, D.R.; Han, M.K.; Deng, W.; Kuroki, S.; Shanks, B.H.; Pruski, M. Oxidative 

polymerization of 1, 4-diethynylbenzene into highly conjugated poly (phenylene butadiynylene) 

within the channels of surface-functionalized mesoporous silica and alumina materials. J. Am. 

Chem. Soc. 2002, 124, 9040-9041. 

38  Nakayama, M.; Yano, J.; Nakaoka, K.; Ogura, K. Electrodeposition of composite films consisting 

of polypyrrole and mesoporous silica. Synthetic. Met. 2002,128, 57-62. 

39  Cheng, Q.L.; Pavlinek, V.; Lengalova, A.; Li, C.Z.; Belza, T.; Saha, P. Electrorheological 

properties of new mesoporous material with conducting polypyrrole in mesoporous silica. 

Micropor. Mesopor. Mater. 2006, 94, 193-199. 

40. Cheng, Q.L.; Pavlinek, V.; Li, C.Z.; Lengalova, A.; He, Y.; Saha, P. Synthesis and 

characterization of new mesoporous material with conducting polypyrrole confined in 

mesoporous silica. Mater. Chem. Phys. 2006, 98, .504-508. 

41. Cheng, Q.L.; Pavlinek, V.; Lengalova, A.; Li, C.; He, Y.; Saha, P. Conducting polypyrrole 

confined in ordered mesoporous silica SBA-15 channels: preparation and its electrorheology. 

Micropor. Mesopor. Mater. 2006, 93, 263-269. 

42. Li, N.; Li, X.T.; Geng, W.C.; Zhang, T.; Zuo, Y.; Qiu, S.L. Synthesis and humidity sensitivity of 

conducting polyaniline in SBA-15. J. Appl. Polym. Sci. 2004, 93, 1597-1601. 

43. Fang, F.F., Choi, H.J., Ahn, W.S. Electroactive response of mesoporous silica and its 

nanocomposites with conducting polymers. Compos. Sci. Technol. 2009, 69, 2088-2092. 

44. Showkata, A.M.; Lee, K.P.; Gopalan, A.I.; Kim M.S.; Choic, S.H.; Kang H.D. A novel self-

assembly approach to form tubular poly(diphenylamine) inside the mesoporous silica. Polymer 

2005, 46, 1804-1812. 

45. Sasidharan, M.; Mal, N.K.; Bhaumik, A. In-situ polymerization of grafted aniline in the channels 

of mesoporous silica SBA-15. J. Mater. Chem. 2007, 17, 278-283. 

46. Pattantyus-Abraham, A.G.; Wolf, M.O. A PPV/MCM-41 composite material. Chem. Mater. 2004, 

16, 2180-2186. 

47  Radu, D.R.; Lai, C.Y.; Wiench, J.W.; Pruski, M.; Lin, V.S.Y. Gatekeeping layer effect: A 

poly(lactic acid)-coated mesoporous silica nanosphere-based fluorescence probe for detection of 

amino-containing neurotransmitters. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2004, 126, 1640-1641. 



Materials 2010, 3 

 

4078

48. Praveen, S.; Sun, Z.F.; Xu, J.G.; Patel, A.; Wei, Y.; Ranade, R.; Baran, G. Compression and aging 

properties of experimental dental composites containing mesoporous silica as fillers. Mol. Cryst. 

Liq. Crys. 2006, 448, 223-231. 

49. Jiao, J.; Sun, X.; Pinnavaia, T.J. Reinforcement of a rubbery epoxy polymer by mesostructured 

silica and organosilica with wormhole framework structures. Adv. Funct. Mater. 2008, 18,  

1067-1074. 

50. Jiao, J.; Sun, X.; Pinnavaia, T.J. Mesostructured silica for the reinforcement and toughening of 

rubbery and glassy epoxy polymers. Polymer 2009, 50, 983-989. 

51. Lin, B.P.; Tang, J.; Liu, H.J.; Sun, Y.M.; Yuan, C.W. Structure and infrared emissivity of 

polyimide/mesoporous silica composite films. J. Solid. State. Chem. 2005, 178, 650. 

52. Min, C.K.; Wu, T.B.; Yang, W.T.; Chen, C.L. Functionalized mesoporous silica/polyimide 

nanocomposite thin films with improved mechanical properties and low dielectric constant. 

Compos. Sci. Technol. 2008, 68, 1570-1578. 

53. Lin, J.J; Wang, X.D. Novel low-k polyimide/mesoporous silica composite films: Preparation, 

microstructure, and properties. Polymer 2007, 48, 318-329. 

54. He, J; Shen, Y.B; Evans, D.G. A nanocomposite structure based on modified MCM-48 and 

polystyrene. Micropor. Mesopor. Mater. 2008, 109, 73-83. 

55. Pérez, L.D.; López, J.F.; Orozco, V.H.; Kyu, T.; López, B. L. Effect of the chemical 

characteristics of mesoporous silica MCM-41 on morphological, thermal, and rheological 

properties of composites based on polystyrene. J. Appl. Polym. Sci. 2008, 111, 2229-2237.  

56. Wang, N.; Shi, Z.X.; Zhang, J.; Wang, L. The influence of modification of mesoporous silica with 

polyethylene via In situ Ziegler–Natta polymerization on PE/MCM-41 nanocomposite. J. 

Compos. Mater. 2008, 42, 1151. 

57. Campos, J.M.; Lourenco, J.P.; Perez, E; Cerrada, M.L; Ribeiro, M.R. Self-reinforced hybrid 

polyethylene/MCM-41 nanocomposites: In-situ polymerisation and effect of MCM-41 content on 

rigidity. J. Nanosci. Nanotechnol. 2009, 9, 3966-3974. 

58. Fu, Q.; Rama Rao, G.V.; Ward, T.L.; Lu, Y.F.; Lopez, G.P. Thermoresponsive Transport through 

Ordered mesoporous silica/PNIPAAm copolymer membranes and microspheres. Langmuir 2007, 

23, 170-174. 

59. Tian B.S.; Yang, C. Temperature-responsive nanocomposites based on mesoporous SBA-15 silica 

and PNIPAAm: synthesis and characterization. J. Phys. Chem. C. 2009, 113, 4925-4931. 

60. Zhu, Y.F.; Kaskel, S.; Ikoma T.; Hanagata, N. Magnetic SBA-15/poly(N-isopropylacrylamide) 

composite: Preparation, characterization and temperature-responsive drug release property. 

Micropor. Mesopor. Mater. 2009, 123, 107-112. 

61. Liu, C.; Guo, J.; Yang, W.; Hu, J.; Wang C.; Fu, S. Magnetic mesoporous silica microspheres 

with thermo-sensitive polymer shell for controlled drug release. J. Mater. Chem. 2009, 19,  

4764-4770. 

62. Gao, Q.; Xu, Y.; Wu, D.; Sun, Y.; Li, X.A. PH-responsive drug release from polymer-coated 

mesoporous silica spheres. J. Phys. Chem. C. 2009, 113, 12753-12758. 

63. Chu, H.Q.; Yu, C.; Wan, Y.; Zhao, D.Y. Synthesis of ordered mesoporous bifunctional TiO2-

SiO2-polymer nanocomposites. J. Mater. Chem. 2009, 19, 8610-8618. 



Materials 2010, 3 

 

4079

64. Fu, Q.; Rama Rao, G.V.; Ista, L.K.; Wu, Y.; Andrzejewski, B.P.; Sklar, L.A.; Ward, T.L; López, 

G.P. Control of molecular transport through stimuli-responsive ordered mesoporous materials. 

Adv. Mater. 2003, 15, 1262. 

65. Zhou, Z.Y.; Zhu, S.M.; Zhang, D. Grafting of thermo-responsive polymer inside mesoporous 

silica with large pore size using ATRP and investigation of its use in drug release. J. Mater. 

Chem. 2007, 17, 2428-2433. 

66. Kruk, M.; Dufour, B.; Celer, E.B.; Kowalewski, T.; Jaroniec, M.; Matyjaszewski, K. Grafting 

monodisperse polymer chains from concave surfaces of ordered mesoporous silicas. 

Macromolecules 2008, 41, 8584-8591. 

67. Audouin, F.; Blas, H.; Pasetto, P.; Beaunier, P.; Boissière, C.; Sanchez ,C.; Save, M.; Charleux , 

B. Structured hybrid nanoparticles via surface-initiated ATRP of methyl methacrylate from 

ordered mesoporous silica. Macromol. Rapid Comm. 2008, 29, 914-921. 

68. Anwander, R.; Nagl, I.; Zapilko, C.; Widenmeyer, M. Methyl methacrylate polymerization at 

samarium(II)-grafted MCM-41. Tetrahedron 2003, 59, 10567-10574. 

69. Lunn, J.D. Shantz, D.F. Peptide brush-ordered mesoporous silica nanocomposite materials. Chem. 

Mater. 2009, 21, 3638-3648. 

70. Chung, P.W.; Kumar, R.; Pruski, M.; Lin, V.S.Y. Temperature responsive solution partition of 

organic–inorganic hybrid poly(N-isopropylacrylamide)-coated mesoporous silica nanospheres. 

Adv. Funct. Mater. 2008, 18, 1390-1398. 

71. Hong, C.Y.; Li, X.; Pan, C.Y. Smart core-shell nanostructure with a mesoporous core and a 

stimuli-responsive nanoshell synthesized via surface reversible addition-fragmentation chain 

transfer polymerization. J. Phys. Chem. C. 2008, 112, 15320-15324.  

72. Roohi, F.; Titirici, M.M. Thin thermo-responsive polymer films onto the pore system of 

chromatographic beads via reversible addition–fragmentation chain transfer polymerization. New 

J. Chem. 2008, 32, 1409-1414. 

73. Hong, C.Y.; Li, X.; Pan, C.Y. Grafting polymer nanoshell onto the exterior surface of mesoporous 

silica nanoparticles via surface reversible addition-fragmentation chain transfer polymerization. 

Euro. Polym. J. 2007, 43, 4114-4122. 

74. Wei, L.M.; Zhang, Y.F. Emulsion polymerization of ethylene from mesoporous silica 

nanoparticles with vinyl functionalized monolayers, J. Polym. Sci. Part A: Polym. Chem. 2009, 

47, 1393-1402. 

75. Fujiwara, M.; Shiokawa, K.; Zhu, Y.C. Preparation of mesoporous silica/polymer sulfonate 

composite materials. J.Mol. Catal. A: Chem 2007, 264, 153-161. 

76. Madhugiri, S.; Dalton, A.; Gutierrez, J.; Ferraris, J. P.; Balkus Jr, K.J.; Electrospun MEH-

PPV/SBA-15 composite nanofibers using a dual syringe method. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2003, 125, 

14531-14538. 

77. Zhang, L. X.; Zhu, M.; Guo, L. M.; Li, L.; Shi J.L. Bilirubin adsorption property of mesoporous 

silica and amine-grafted mesoporous silica. Nano-Micro Lett. 2009, 1, 14-18. 

 

© 2010 by the authors; licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an Open Access article 

distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution license 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/). 


