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Two Cases of Toxic Keratoconjunctivitis due to Ginkgo Nut Contact
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Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Science, St. Vincent'’s Hospital, College of Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea, Suwon, Korea

Purpose: To report two cases of keratoconjunctivitis induced by gingko nut contact.

Case summary: These cases report two old patients with severe keratoconjunctivitis who had recently touched ginkgo nuts and
then the periorbital area and eyes. In both patients, slit lamp examination found severe chemosis and corneal edema with mod-
erate Descemet membrane folding. Specular microscopy showed diffuse damage of endothelial cells in acute stage of the
disease. The patients were treated with oral and topical steroid and antihistamine over two weeks and showed slow recovery.
Conclusions: Contact with ginkgo nut can induce severe keratoconjunctivitis to the periorbital area. Special caution is recom-
mended when after contacting ginkgo nuts.
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Figure 1. Case 1. Severe chemosis and congestion with mucous discharge in both conjunctiva and diffuse punctate keratitis, epi-
thelial erosion and moderate Descemet’s membrane folding in both corneas at initial examination (A: right eye, B: left eye).
Decreased conjunctival chemosis and decreased corneal edema after 3 weeks treatment (C). Specular microscopic image of the right
eye showed damaged corneal endothelial cells at initial examination (D: right eye, E: left eye). Specular microscopic examination
image of the right eye showed remained Descemet’s membrane folding after 3 weeks treatment (F).
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Figure 2. Case 2. (A) Severe chemosis, follicular reaction, and mucous discharge in the conjunctiva and central total epithelial ero-
sion and moderate Descemet’s membrane folding in the cornea of the right eye at initial examination. (B) Slit image showed posterior
corneal irregularity with Descemet’s membrane folding. (C) After 3 weeks of treatment with oral steroid and topical antihistamine
and steroid, conjunctiva and cornea showed improvement.
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