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important management decisions made by junior doctors
based on these films in light of the clinical presentation
should at least be confirmed with a registrar if not a con-
sultant. However, if there is doubt, a radiologist should
always be consulted.

Acknowledgements

We wish to thank Professor Stephen Senn, Department of
Statistical Sciences, University College London for his
assistance with the statistical analyses of the results. Also,
we wish to thank all doctors who kindly participated in this
study.

References
1. Department of Health. The Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations

2000 (together with notes in good practice). London: Department of Health,

2000 <www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2000/20001059.htm>.

2. Klein EJ, Koenig M, Diekema DS, Winters W. Discordant radiograph interpreta-

tion between emergency physicians and radiologists in a pediatric emergency

department. Pediatr Emerg Care 1999; 15: 245–8.

3. Cook C, Campbell-Smith TA, Hopkins R. The abdominal radiograph: a pictorial

review. Hosp Med 2002; 63: 726–31.

4. Eng J, Mysko WK, Weller GER, Renard R, Gitlin JN, Bluemke DA et al.

Interpretation of emergency department radiographs: a comparison of emer-

gency medicine physicians with radiologists, residents with faculty, and film

with digital display. AJR 2000; 175: 1233–8.

New on-line only case reports
You can access the case reports by using your College-issued Athens username and password to enter the members’ area
of the College website (<www.rcseng.ac.uk/members/publications/index_html>) and following the link to the Annals. At the
top of the table of contents there is ‘supplementary data’ button which, when clicked, will take you to the list of case reports
that have already been released online.

Alternatively, if you type the following URL into the address bar of your web browser <http://dx.doi.org/> and then enter the
DOI in the dialogue box presented on this web page, you will be taken directly to the abstract of the article.

Case report: Diagnosis and conservative treatment of tubercular rectoprostatic fistula
Santosh Kumar, Nitin S Kekre, Ganesh Gopalakrishnan doi 10.1308/147870806X83242

Case report: Gastro-colonic anastomosis – a viable option in extensive small bowel infarction

AD Thomas, MD Rocker, G Morris-Stiff, MH Lewis doi  10.1308/147870806X83251

e-Letters – new additions doi  10.1308/003588406X83096

Since the November issue of the Annals, the following letters have been published on our 
website <http://www.rcseng.ac.uk/publications/eletters/>:

Do patients with frank haematuria referred under the two-week rule have a higher incidence of bladder cancer? – 1 response




