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To confirm the sutructure of Cypridina luciferin, synthesis of 2—-amino-5—(3-indolyl)-
pyrazine (XXI) was carried out by condensation of 3-indolylglyoxal and o—aminoacet-
amidine. We confirmed that the indolyl group in XXI is substituted at 5 and not at 6
position of the pyrazine ring in comparing the nuclear magnetic resonance spectrum
of XXI with that of authentic 2—-amino-5—phenylpyrazine (IX) obtained by condensation
of phenylglyoxal aldoxime and aminoacetonitrile followed by reduction. IX was also
synthesized from phenylglyoxal and a—aminoacetamidine. Ultraviolet spectral behavior
of the pyrazine (XXI) is nearly identical with that of etioluciferin obtained from natural
luciferin, indicating that both XXI and etioluciferin have the same chromophore. '

WA & v Cypridina hilgendmfﬁir DRI DGRV TIR, 1917 42 Hatrvelzy2> X o TS b I TEBk,
1957 48, THED X o> CEDRIYE, ¥k #0 luciferin OHEH, &b T 7”; i, 1966 ﬁ BEY
X0 1ok iErRE SR, -

CHs 4 isoleucine Bl Thhbhut, 1 DB DM S L U%
0 T—"——CH CH,CH, SBHOMEEENE LT, I0ARD 21Tk -
tryptamine e o '
/I\ ~ NH %3+ & v luciferin (I) 1% Chart 1 /RT°X 5
CHZCH'ZCHQNH-—C(/‘ iz, isoleucine, tryptamine 35X (¥ arginine o
o NH, 3007 3 BBIERS LK) VT B LH
argimme Zbhs. T essids isoleucine 5 1% Bkic
Cypridina luciferin I 3 LCARRET, 1 ORBWHE & £ L lucife-
Chart 1 rase Mz 5 & FEI L C, oxyluciferin (II) kL

b, X I luciferase k:;i\:ﬁj*%yjmkl,}ﬁ?é%;% (?) & X »ixkc etioluciferin (I1I) b5, 1 i
O,/NH,OH < II & III OEAMmCELL, Fi 113 HCQAET I /. 6 1T % Ba (OH),
kYW & B InET B & etioluciferamine (IV) &72%.9
III %X 00 IV RSB RERWETH DT, AREELT, 3 IV 28KL, Chir 7 =v vitL,
tryptamine } arginine DIFRrAsBH7es 1T L7n L, WAEHIC isoleucine il ¥ % keto acid % I iff
&, PWTERLT S Z LR X WV RREEN isoleucine gﬁ{j&{ﬂjfz)ﬁﬁéjft,

1) Location: a) Yagotourayama, Tenpaku—cho, Showa—ku, Nagoya; b) Furo—cho, Chikusa—ku, Nagoya.
2) E.N. Harvey, “‘Bioluminescence,” Academic Press, N.Y., 1952.
3) O. Shimomura, T. Goto, Y. Hirata, Bull. Chem. Soc. ]apom 30, 929 (1957).
4) Y. Kishi, T. Goto, Y. Hirata, O. Shimomura, IF.H. Johnson, Tetrahedron Letters, 1966, 3427.
5) Y.Kishi, T. Goto, S. Inoue, S. Sugiura, H. Kishimoto, Tetrahedron Letters, 1966, 3445.
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lBa(OH)z’
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I\J ” N7 /-CHzCHzCHzNHz

. etioluciferamine W
Chart 2

- UJAEE’SfﬁﬁBbZﬂJ‘EAL%, etloluclferm (IH) Oﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬁk:ﬁb T, Y /Vkﬁold‘% AVFIABELT
JELD, para LA LT BEIE—GEHEIN T3, ARMCCOARER L TR LERSS. h
w1 5 e, 5 (LIt B#E%Y b -7z 2-aminopyrazine ¥HR A EEIBHh 5 Spring &9 O E Lis.

% ZTE¥, 3-indolyl methyl ketone” %:%, 3-indolylglyoxal aldoxime (V) %4 L, Spring &9 &t
if > T, CHCl, o, -aminoacetonitrile (VI) X in#L-Taiens, HE9E+5MBALES R -k

—c—CH, C—CH= NOH
’ [ “ i — ll H i
N~ O N~ O :

H | '_ H
N’0 ‘ NHe oo NH,
@ o —| j ) J T
(:-() : CH{Z C:}{
Cit” - NH VI
VI VI
1liq.-NHa
. 0 Cl
e (0 B
Coer 0 NH -
X S Xl
Chart 3

L& L, V ©ofthic phenylglyoxal aldoxime (VIT) BT VI LA SR & 2 A, EBRRRLS 2-
amino-5-phenylpyrazine 1-oxide (VIII) 28 Bhi. OWT VIII % Na,S,0, itk hiEE L, BREOKE
DOHER s 2-amino-5-phenylpyrazine (IX) %45 L7z. —F IX i3 phenylglyoxal (X) & a-aminoacetamide
(XI) 5 2-hydroxy-5-phenylpyrazine (XII) %%, XII % P(jCl3 THUEL 2-7 m Ak (XIII) & L 785,
CheE7 ve=7 LHEH 170° TMBLTIB LR, ZOFEES v F Y AES L etioluciferamine

6) W. Shapp, F.S. Spring, J. Chem. Soc., 1951, 932.
7) EEFIFT, MMrEH, Rk, 43, 936 (1922).
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(IV) OARECHERT A LIRETHS. Lr LULEOERTELhLE IX 1%, LETREO Y 5 o v
EE AR LSS, HREBHEOMBYIFWT5 & MR LEL L 05 D T, 2-aminopyrazine D FlikG
RED 12k LT, #RThbhThwbohrF=bfh L7 3 v B X AHABRRICY ZHE Lic.

ol i, XIV 85I XV gkl 3 BRAOEB X v, HMAHBROHMN 2B ELLR, &K
fic XVIa kX8 XVIb © 2 @EOHEEE I GO DRSS 5.

R-C=0 ,NH2\€H/R” R\/ N\\/R” R\/N\\/R,”
R,_Cl: _O -+ (IZH o — + ‘I
p = NHz/a N R//NNZ R/ R//NNZ\R/!
XIV XV - XVia XIVb
Chart 4 :

COBE, LU XIV o BMOIAR= AR afifk hIEMHT, Fh—H, XV RT3 BMDOT7 I /ED
WM ¢ fLOFR X D SBOEAE, TAB VLT TR, ek XVia ol s £z, 21 A=
Mg e LC phen‘ylng’oxal (X), 7 3 V& LT a—aminoacetamidine (XVII)® % fjy,, KOH 7,17
FTHRIRY BATIe e L &hH, LT Spring &9 ORISHMAEMM L TH L h ke N-oxide (VIL) %i#5T
L %7 2-amino-5—phenylpyrazine (IX) w—#FK L. '

CHO NH2\ C yNH KOH Ve N \\/NI—12
+ ] —_— i
CoHz-C=0 NHy “H2 , CoHy'“N”
XVI K
Chart 5 '

m_to)-%—j-“ NEED B glyoxal J{ & e—aminoamidine MDA X »C, 2-aminopyrazine o b fric Bk
KA HT ARG AR LES Z Lavbhole. TRZORIGERETIE, 1 v F UKo F1EE, RICKEE 7R
57 DT, 3-indolyl chloromethyl ketone (XVIII)» %:% Sanna'® o Jjikic X - T 3-indolylglyoxal #&
RL, ZhiREisik lﬁﬁﬁ@f (XIX) & LT, o-phenylenediamine X #i& X%, quinoxaline FHM{K
(XX) & LR L, XIX % KOH % 4&s 50% MeOH ¥, «-aminoacetamidine (XVII) L —10°

THEA X T, mp 230—231° DAY XXI %@7‘\_ :

| , o HNOA NUAL
/\————(’c‘)CH a AN e HN/U 4 —
e I I e N N
H xym i XIX e XX
.HzN—CHrC(ggz XVI N NH:
xon AT
Chart 6 H XXI

A3 Mass Spectrum mfe: 210 (M*), NMR, ER 5 H /e Lick b4 v F VL ZEDHE 4 L % 2-amino-
pyrazine TH 5T LIIMRETHS. T TA VY F I ALK 6 (Tl S HHA LTWw 2HEE, L~
2-amino-5—phenylpyrazine (IX) DA B bHEEHND 2, & SR DL 5 HEE Lic. T 784 b amino-

8) R.C. Elderfield, ‘“Heterocylic Compounds,” Vol. 6, John Wiley and Sons, Inc., New York, N.Y., 1957,
Pp. 388—399.

9) M. Mengélberg, Chem. Ber., 89, 1185 (1956).

10) A p:% Tetrahedvon Letters, 1966, 3445, W HRRBER —FHFIc X 54\&[1:73: D. Pitré, S. Boueri & L »C
Chem. Ber., 100, 560 (1967) wREI NI,

11) G. Sanan, Gazz. Chem. Ital., 72, 363 (1942) [C. 4., 37, 6662 (1933)].
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pyrazine ¢ NMR Spectrum (D,0 solution) Cit 3l T v b v S ABEDLREE, FOMOH T v
ZERIE 3.0, 1.5,0.2cps @ 3EATDLN, D3 bRbEAEL J=8.0cps 1, Jse (0rtho) T EF<HD
tE LN, ﬂi_W) 2P Js,5 (meta) & Js,¢(para) THHEH. {kkﬁﬁgguﬁoﬁﬁ%ﬁ 2-amino- 5—pheny1pyraz1ne .
(IX) D NMR Spectrum FBBE, JIX 1T Lhcps TH5. iU Jae (para) i d k“}' ERHERTH
575 b, aminopyrazine DFHIL, Js,e (Para) DIFDL Jss (meta) X HR&L, # 1.5cps ThH BT E Db

. —HARTE SR XXI ' NMR spectrum i, €3S VBO7Rr YDA v 7 v 7 ERIL 1.6cps
‘éfr?*)‘. ChIE Jo €—FKT 205, 1 v FYAZKOBHEIL 5 & RIEH K, 4 RYIL 2-amino-5-(3-
indolyl)pyrazine (XXI) ‘Th 5. Z kB XXI o UV spectrum (¥ MeOH 1, 228 my, 274 myu, 369 my
CRBARIL D Hh, HCl oFinck b 224 mp, 308 my, 420mp i > 7 3%, & O EBHIWEH £
luciferin (i) D4Ry etioluciferin (I11) =—3F UCW 5. Tichbb etioluciferin (III) KWL Th, 7 37 FE
4 V¥ Y AEDBBAE L para THS. ' ‘ '

n
y
J
2.0r
S
- -
X )
W ~—t
X
w
oL . N 0 L , -
. 200 3000 . 400 ~  500mpg : 200 300 - 400 500m ¢
Fig. 1. Ultraviolet Spectra of XXI Fig. 2. TUltraviolet Spectra of 111 '
5% 10~y (MeOH) : " 5x10~%m (MeOH)
— : neut ‘ —— : neut
1 2x HC150 gl - - R :- 25 HCI 50 1

------ : 2n NaOH 50 4] : -+ 28 NaOH 50 pl

B O

3—Indoly1g1yoxé.1 Aldoxime (-{/') 3-Indolyl methyl ketone” 1 9g % EtOH 38ml w ¥ LKk T (TJ
H, BET, HCl ¥ r%8EA Lins, Al MeOH (0.58 g) & NaNO, (0.91 g) I b %4 X4 7 methyl nitrite
RBA, Sbic HCl # 2 0#EA% 20 min £, il LaBEERLFER, Zhi 10% NaOH ARCERL
REWEFR L%, Fiy HC Bitc LB LB afa% R, MeOH » 5 Hikdh mp 206° (decomp.) #&
gk 0.68 (26%) %%, IR »EBiem1: 3280, 1645, 1590, 1528, 1236, 1019, 828. Anal. Caled. CygHgO,N,: -
C, 63.82; H, 4.26; N, 14.89. Found: C, 63.51; H, 4.12; N, 14.66. '
2-Amino-~5-phenylpyrazine 1-oxide (VIII) Aminoacetonitrile (VI) o#fifgis 5g % CHCI; 30 ml i< & -
#, = hic N-methylmorpholine 4.8¢g K phenylglyoxal aldoxime (VII) 3 g %0 % 20hr B, RIGEIXK
BEBBLLS. BETEYEFR, CHCL, cCHARBL, TOBHLEOFRLELAL, CHCL, &%, 2o |
B EmREY 10% HClERic TiM & e LARBWFE S, Fik 10% NaOH B <7z r» vthekl, &
hEBHEE LTl rt CHCL, B, iz Na,SO, THME, By Pk LTHLE h % MeOH b7 -
Hdh, mp 235° (deocmp.) MESHRE 0.58 (14%) B/ 5. AfHo EtOH B FeCly R¥Ew X v BERY |
"E$%. Mass spectrum mfe: 187 (M+). IR »XBzcm-1: 3375, 3280, 1637, 1560, 1478, 1350, 1170, 917. NMR
(DMSO-dg) (ppm): 7.05 (2H, broad s., D O Wi X b M4); 7.28—7.62 (3H, m.); 7.78—8.05 (2H, m.); 8.22
(1H, s.); 8.74 (1H, s.). Anal. Calcd. C,(H,ON;: C, 64.17; H, 4.81; N, 22.46. Found: C, 64.32; H, 4.71; N,
22.56: ' ‘ o :

12) BRAR TR TRBIE. A=7 ¢ MéHéb FOMBIC X VME L. IR: BA% % IR-G, IR-S, IR-E. UV:
BiA& ORD 185~A, Perkin-Elmer 202. NMR: Varian A~60 (TMS=0 ppm) Mass: H 3z RMU-6E.
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2-Amino-5-phenylpyrazine (IX) i) VIII 7548 % f3——VIII 200 mg % EtOH 16 ml i niR¥E#E, =
e H,O 5ml #in%, wn#, 4T 30min 2k 058 o0 NaS,0, %4 78 Mx, 50 RIEEE
FeCly RIic X v B Lin 75 FCME, BHPLHTE (W3hy), RIEWEAH, REWEFHN, FEx
WL, BEBELRNY €Yo THE, RS LH EtOH » oWk, mp 141—143° MEdhKS 121 mg
(67%) % %. Mass Spectrum m/e: 171 (M*). IR »X2icm™: 3340, 3175, 1650, 1590, 1536, 1484, 1389, 1028,
1012, 696. NMR (DMSO-dy) (ppm): 6.53 (2H, broad s., D,0 inic X v H4k); 7.27—7.66 (3H, m.); 7.8—8.09
(8H, m.); 8.57 (1H, d., J=1.5cps). Anal. Caled. C;oHoNy: C, 70.15; H, 5.30; N, 24.55. Found: C, 69.87;
H, 5.22; N, 24.26. )

ii) 2~Chloro-5-phenylpyrazine (XIII) 7 b % Jjik XIII 19g ¢¥%thk7ve=7 100ml 4~ F 27 v
~7dic AR, 170°, 150 QIETH 6 hr MmEE, 7 v =7 # RN LCBRRELH~ Y2 vIcThl, ~v.
vy EmEL, BEAH EtOH 1 bBih, BERE 148 (82%) %%, AfiE ) OHENLELLOEL
mp, Mass 3 XU IR spectrum 3 XT—FH L. ]

iii) Phenylglyoxal (X) & w«—aminoacetamidine (XVII) D ffii&ic X % Fj—X o hydrate 5.6 g % MeOH
30 ml wEEfE, —10° i, BB Tr XVII 0B bkERE 8.7¢ » H,O 15ml CHBE LI bORML5.
YT 20% KOH g 26 ml %y (pPH>11), ek ERicd &L, SHic Lhe S\ &I Lckmz P
B, PR, ST LefReFERL, WHOMKREA LE BEtOH » & Wik f, MESH RS 398
(62%) ®E5. A&oWHEERE, 1), i) OFEALHLbOR—F L. ‘

- 2-Hydroxy-5-phenylpyrazine (XII) a—~Aminoacetamide (X11) DiEmE 12.18 % MeOH-H,0O (4:1) 125
ml iR, —30° ¢.12.56 v NaOH ¥ 18.2ml %, =51z NaOH 4.4¢g % & MeOH ¥y 50ml %
Wimn (PH>>11), MERBEH L b, Shic —20° BUFC phenylglyoxal (X) o hydrate 20g % &1 MeOH
g 100ml m¥EM, Fox ¥ 2hr MEYVHEIHACERICLE L, b 2hr FERE AcOH B LT 5.
Bl L@ @stbREor B, Flrlf L TEohikisa L, AcOLt 2 5P, mp203—206° WK 7

y X AR 1458 (64%) %1%, = Bic MeOH 7 b F Mk 8T & mp 207—210° &~ ) X & Hx@E5.
IR v2cm~1: 2800, 1663—1647 (broad), 1611—1600 (broad), 1498, 1308, 1235, 990. NMR (DMSO-d,) (ppm):
7.26—7.65 (3H, m.); 7.89—8.05 (2H, m.); 8.06 (1H, d., J=1.5 cps), 8.14 (1H, d., J=1.5 cps). Anal. Caled.
C,H ON,: C, 69.75; H, 4.68; N, 16.27. Found: C, 69.33; H, 4.86; N, 16.11.

2-Chloro-5-phenylpyrazine (XIII) XII 9.5¢ i 4 fg&o POCl, #im%, 30 min R|IEEKEH O POCl; %
k. RERKBCEE, FHEsERY=— 7 i, MBKE 10% NaOH BT, K, NaSO, ¢
g - 7 AR, ~F v bEA, mp 97—99° ek 748 (70%) #HE%. IR »giim™: 3060,
2280, 1600, 1460, 1445, 1330, 1312, 1130, 1026, 1015, 804, 788. Anal. Caled. C;oH;N,Cl: C, 63.00; H, 3.70;
N, 14.70. Found: C, 63.40; H, 3.53; N, 14.77. ,

3-Indolylglyoxal sodium bisulfite (XIX) Indole 58.5 g % H >, H %0 JED fEL, 3-indolyl chloro-
methyl ketone (XVIII) #%4%. Z OHAE, HEZSOM i Mel o4 b e EtBr % B v, B g % MeOH
7> 55 F, mp 236° (decomp.) 4 $HIRFr 40 g (419%) %78 7-. Mass Spectrum mle: 193 (M+). Anal. Calcd.
C, H ONCI: C, 62.59; H, 4.11; N, 7.23. Found: C, 62.08; H, 4.09; N, 7.13. = Zic B XVIII 35g & b
BEOC Y vENL, MAGER, X5k 40 min MAEJER, FH UCEREFR, =-71 Ty, #fRo
3-indacylpyridinium chloride %%8, Z % MeOH-acetone s LS mp 276° (decomp.) £ 7 Y X A g,
47.5 g (96%) %% 5. Anal. Caled. C3H ;ON,CL: C, 66.06; H, 4.80; N, 10.27. Found: C, 65.80; H, 4.63; N,
10.25. & = © pyridinium chloride 45 g & p-nitroso-N,N-dimethylaniline hydrochloride 30.8g % H,O
360 ml & EtOH 90 ml DR ICHEMF, MET 15—20° ¢ 10% NaOH ¥ 132ml iz 15min Bk, 7
Wilikrvvra o e PR, KL 508 (99%) O «—(3-indolylcarbonyl)-N-(p~dimethylaminophenyl)-
nitrone %%, = ® nitrone fiLFEREHE/z», EHIC Sanna OFEW i CChkaBefTinote. Tk
HHESE 28g % 25 (SR H,O B, chi 25 f5Ro 156% H,80, gk, J\iF L ksd 107 o
% %. 10min HBREYHFHN. Fk=—7 A HiH, NaSO, Big#h=—~7 V8%, Rl NaHSO, BEKE
Ve, P UCBEERBE (XIX) 2FHR, H0 » b F &, SagRE 1335 02%) ¥8%. IR
»Xiom—t: 3340, 1635, 1620, 1527, 1448, 1406, 1252, 1235, 1195, 1118, 1091, 1030, 933.  Anal. Caled. C;,HgO;-
NSNa: C, 43.32; H, 2.91; N, 5.05. TFound: C, 42.78; H, 2.67; N, 4.72.

2-(3-Indolyl)quinoxaline (XX)  XIX 277 mg # H,0 8.3 ml iniRAM L BERCSEL, HHT o-
phenylenediamine 108 mg % & /KEHK 1.5 ml Zimx, KWT NaOH 44 mg % & s KBEW 44ml %z,
@ 15hr BRI S, oo EHiH LeEas Ry PR, Kk L MeOH 2 b FEf &, mp 209° e shikMm 206
mg (84%) %18 %. Mass Spectrum mfe: 245 (M¥). IR wEicm™': 1615, 1552, 1445, 1170, 1130, 755, 740.
Anal. Caled. C, H,, Ny C, 78.37; H, 4.49; N, 17.14. Found: C, 78.24; H, 4.32; N, 16.93.

2-Amino-5-(3-indolyl)pyrazine (XXI) XIX 1g % 50% MeOH 100ml w@E L, —10° k@ M KT
i XVIT o ffbk Rk 850 mg % X0 3x KOH @gxinzg, £0% :REBeMoc, RrchErEh
£ E L, Shr BT 5. Ml LRWBEFEN, PRARERAL CEBLEREFER, KR, Rk MeOH-
CHCl, (1:5) i L, v=a—4n C100 » 7 A% s, MeOH 2 b i M, mp 230—231° #HHE S Y X
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"k 370 mg (49%) %% 5. Mass Spectrum mfe: 210 (M+), UV Ameenciy, (e): 228 (26000), 274 (22000), 369
(6700); UV Agepemot-Hoimy (¢): 224 (29000), 308 (25000), 420 (6000). IR »ERicm—*: 3500, 3220, 1624, 1550,
1485, 1390, 1358, 1203, 1030, 973, 742. NMR (DMSO-d,) (ppm): 6.13 (2H, broad s., D,0 i & b J4); 7.01
—7.56 (3H, m.) 7.86 (1H, d., J=2.8'cps, D,O Mmic X v s.); 7.99 (1H, d., J=1.6 cps); 8.11—8.33 (1H, m.);
8.43 (1H, d., J=1.6 cps); 11.42 (1H, broad, D,0 ¥Mic X b &4). Anal. Caled. C,yH,oN,: C, 68.57; H, 4.76;
N, 26.67.. Found: C, 68.21; H, 4.77; N, 26.32. ‘ :

BE  AWRcHTY HEELBDL > CEEBRRY VHREHABCEHLET. FLEBRO—FrLEYS
NEREAATR, BOUCRERS T ELSh e ERRES T v 2 - OB RICRHHK L * 7.
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