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Seeking'toContribute to a Socio-Ecological Revolution
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Airplane flights‘are one of the fastest, perhaps even the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas
emissions, even though there is much discussion of mitigating emissions to stagéob#il

climate change disaster. While business people, politictahsbrities, and highly affluent

people appear to be the most frequent flyers, the demands of an increasingly sexporati

university seetor have placed much pressure on academics, including anthropotoflysts, t

attend conferences and meetings emaduct research. | seek to grapple with the dilemmas
involved inithe academic use of aircraft, particularly on the part of those academics who accept
the gravity-of anthropogenic climate change spurred on by the demands of global capitalism, and
propose ame strategies for mitigating climate change on the part of particularly anthropologists
as part of the larger project of creating a samiological revolution that will contribute to a safe
climate.
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INTRODUCTION

Although net'quite as ubiquitous as automobiles, airplanes of manymrimércial, military,
and private); have become an integral component of modern cultural and social lifdeyAs A
(2010:208) so astutely observes, the airplane “has promised a lot, an awful lothas@. lot to
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answer for.” In a similar vein, Urry (2009:38)gues that international air traffic has created a
wide array of mobilities, includingh]oliday-making, money launderg) business travel, drug
trade, infections, international crime, food transport, asylum seeking, leiguet arms trading,
people smuggling, and slave tradingtiese mobilities have become an accepted, and apparently
necessary patt of many people’srtvand status requirements. The aviation industry, in terms of
aircraft production and maintenance, airline companies, and military aircragatiifi, has

become pivotalpartof the capitalist world system

While a'growing number of critical scholgifsoster 2009; Baer 2012) acknowledge global
capitalism as the principal cause of anthropogenic climate change, one of the smaller elephants
in the roomis the growing number of airplane flights worldwid&iven that airplanéight does
significantandigrowing damage to the upper atmospatdo the climatd arguethatthisis an
issuethat should be considered whanademics choode fly. Thisdamage i® phenomenon in
which manyacademicsnot to speak of other people concerned about climate change, including
climate scientists, delegates to the numerous United Nations climate change conferences, and
even climate activists and other environmentalistsparécipants, even the greatest users of
airplaneflightstare businesspeople, politiciankhrg@ies and holiday maker3his involvement
should not be-hidden or bypassed.

This article seeks to grapple with the dilemmas involvatemse of aircraftby academics
university.administrators, professional staff, and students. Being an artigispd would like
to raise some of the dilemmas involved in the flying behaviour of anthropologists, pastisularl
attending ‘conferences and conducting ethnographic research in sites far away from home. | also
propose somerstrategies for mitigatingnelte changen the part ohcademicsincluding
anthropologists: Fortunately, a growing number of academics have already come to edbegnis
contradictions in their own flying behaviour and have proposed strafegiesiucing their
flying andfor relying on other forms of travel, conferencing, and conducting research. Thus, |
aimto promotesa critical analysis of our own mobility practiaed the effects of those practices
as academics and critical scholars argke ugo be part of a larger collecaweffortto create an

alternative world system based on social justice, environmental sustainability and a safe climate.
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INCREASE IN AIRPLANE FLIGHTSAND RELATED GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS
A Massachusetts Institute of Technolagport about the global airline industry found that 2,000
airlines were operating around the world, serving 3,700 airports, offering 28 millictiusetie
flights per year, and transporting two billion passengers, one third of wieoenattributed to the
United States (Simms 2013:96)ying is reportedly the fasstgrowing single source of
greenhouse‘gas emissions and is expected to be so in the future (Bridger 2013:2). Aviation
reportedly“contributes between two to three percent of total annual anthropogkaicdiaxide
emissions according to various sources (Owterl 2010). However, it also contributes to non-
CO; greenhouse emissignacluding ozone and methane from nitrous oxide (Ngnissions o
contrails and contrail cirrus As airplanes also emit nitrous oxide and oehaust fumes, a
factor between'two and three is normally applied to the i@Pact.Simms (2005:95) calculates
that, if “among all the world’s people we were to share equally a safe volume of greenhouse gas
emissions,.a single long-haul flight would ¢alip one person’s entire ration for several years.”
Flying fromrlzondon to Hong Kong return results in 3.4 tons,@&quivalent in economy class,
4.6 tonnes'COz equivalent on average, and a whopping 13.5 tonnese@@valent in first
class (Bernertee 2A0: 135). 2veloped countries aretae forefront in terms of aviation GO
emissionswithin 2004 theUK emitting 35.5million tons,France emittin@4.1 million tons,
the United State861.8million tons,Australia 15.1million tons, Japan 36:3illion tons; and
Germany 24.5nillion tons Jgohnson et al. 2008:10Y.he Center for Biological Diversity
reports:
In 2014 xthe’U.S. aviation alone emitted about 0.2 gigatonnes of greenhouse gases. Aircraft
are the thirdargest source of greenhouse gas emissiothe U.S. transportation sector,
accounting for some 11 percent of the sector and some 4 percent of U.S. emissions overall

(Center for Biological Diversity 2015:5).

Reportedly-“inthe region of 1,700 commercial airlines (operating over 20,000 Qiflyr&0
million commercial flights between 3,750 airports every year” (Betdal 2013:5). While flights
in North America and Western Europe may be approaching saturation, the adlise#y has
found new markets in developing countries, such as Brazil, the United Arab Emirates, Chi
Indonesia, and the Philippines. International air travel rose 3.8 percent and 8r@i peEurope
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and North America respectivebetween 2012 and 2013, but it grew 12.1 percent in the Middle
East and 8.1 percent in Latin America over the same pentetiiational Air Transport
Association2013:1). Domestic travel increased 4.9 percent worldwide in the period 2012-2013,
with a growth rate in China during this period of 11.7 percent. Reportedly, “Afridareair
internatonal.air. travel expanded 5.5% in 2013, a solid result but slower than growth in 2012
(7.5%)” (International Air Transport Associati@®13:2). Furthermore, global aviation’s
contribution'to climate change is forecast to triple by 2050 undmisifess agsual’scenario

(Center for Biological Diversity 2015:5).

WHO ISBEING AND WHAT ISBEING TRANSPORTED BY AIRPLANES

Mostairplane flights, including relatively low-cost ones, are being taken by nituerdfpeople
around the world:Hypermobility” is a“process driven by relatively small part of society,
increasingly comprising new societal groups with new mobility motives” (Bogss al
2009:146)«Frequent flying has become a “normalized activity” for certain privilegpem s
categories‘and‘anriiegral part of celebrating a birthday, anniversary or retirement, taking a city
break, relaxing and getting away from it all, visiting friends and family, or pursuingekpe
interest sueh as golfing or climbing” (Randles and Mander 2009b:845%). mayy other areas

of a stratified world system, the affluent participate in this hypermolfaitg variety of cultural
statusand‘incomeaeasonsand contribute much more overall to greenhouse gas emissions from
flights thande*working€lass people and gawularly the poor around the globe.

Air travel, both domestic and international, is much more common on the part of people
in developed countries than in developing countries, although it is growing among the affluent
sectors in the latter. Watson asserts:

[F]lying.is.an.elite activity: only 5 per cent of people alive today have ever flown and, of
those, very few are frequent flyers. It may be that just 1 per cent of humanityassxe
for 80 pereent of the world's flight (Watson 2014:16).
Anthropologists, at least some of whom are frequent flyers, may engage in an activity that the
subjects of their ethnographic research have never done.

Businesgelated travel reportedly accounts for 33-40 percent of worldwide air teanakl,

is as high as highs 8090 percenin some regions, such as China (Davies and Armsworth

This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved



2010:7634) Many business people fly daily or weekly between sites of residence and work
(Goesslinget al2009:131)Research is also needed on the flying behavad politicians,

diplomats, celebrities, and professional athletes\itidle-class people and relatively affluent
working-class people, particularly as touristsvisiting significant otherdjave become frequent
flyers. Even,secalledecotourismis often heavily reliant o airplane travelAir transport
reportedly-accounts for about 35 percent of the value of goods traded internationally (Leonard
2010:115)."he"'US Air Force consumes most of the fuel consumed by all the branches of the
armed foree"and consumed 2.6 billion gallons of jet fuel, nearly half of the Department of
Defense fuel supply in 2006 (Sanders 2009: 61).

Perhaps:theygreatest irony of air travel is captured by Goodal (2007:184), who otis#rves
he is “appalled’by the international conferences on clictzege that involve thousands of
delegates travelling many miles by ai€limate scientists, environmentalists, and climate
activists tend to fly more than ordinary people for a variety of reasons (LasserHafti&n and
Cohen 2011; Marshall 2014:200-20Bespite a total of2 United Nations Framework
Conventionsron Climate Change since 1995, global greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise,
despite muchudiscussion and many resolutions, all of them ultimately voluntary, to reduce

greenhouse emissions dhigh a wide array of agreements and mechanisms.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY, THE REBOUND EFFECT, AND ALTERNATIVE FORMSOF
FLYING

Theaircraftrmanufacturersirlines and airline organizations maintain that greenhouse gas
emissions fram flights will progressivetiecline, even to the point that eventually “zero
emissions flight” will be achieved (Peeters et al. 206 aviation industry has made no
commitment to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions until after 2020, promising reductions
contingent.orfuture tecimological improvementsuch as lighter airframes and more energy
efficient forms. ef propulsion, including solar flight, electric flight, and reliance on aligena
fuels (Bridger2013:21-22)}-uel efficiency does increase with the size of the airplaraning
that flights'im'small aircraft, particularly private jets, are particulangrgyintensive and
intensive in terms of greenhouse gas emissions (Bridger 201BHES)nternational Air
Transport Association (IATA]n.d.), which represents 230 intational airlines in 125

countries, proposed in 2007 an ambitious plan to “[b]uild Bentssions commercial aircraft
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within 50 years” and to achieve a “cap on aviation,@@issions from 2020 (carbareutral
growth); an average improvement in fuel effiagmof 1.5% per year from 2009 to 2020; [and] a
reduction in CQ emissions of 50%, relative to 2009here is little evidence of progress
towards these goals and the IATA peeemdighly utopianand selserving, an attempt to
postpone the.reckoning into an uncertain future.

While there hae been significant improvemesin energy efficiency over the past few
decades, this'has beeffiset by a rise in the number of airplane flights during this pefibds
constitutes one'more example of the ‘reboundaéffor Jevons Paradoin which energy
efficiencyis associated with increased economic growth, consumpiitintion and greenhouse
gas emission@@wen 2012:100). This is not to say that energy efficiency is not a desirable goal
but to ensure environmel sustainability, imustbe coupledvith asteady state aretzero
growth global economy, for which humanity will need to transcend global capitaligmis
imperative of catinual economic growtlwith an alternative world system

The,growing concern about climate change has prompted discussion about the possible
revival of airships that could be powered by a hydrogen-helium mixture or helium, thus
circumventingsthe danger of disasters such as the explosion of the Germantiirdhifburg
(Sim 2010:92) Modern airships are fueld by helium, which is much safer than hydrodart,is
heavier and"more expensive presently than hydrogen and is in danger of being @@piesed
2009:48). If perfected, airships could constitute a form of slow tgaveh that they travel at
speeds of 150 to 200 kilometers per hour. They also can “carry large loads with one-tenth the
fuel of aircraftitechnology” and are already being used in eco-tourism (Newman 2010:183)
While presentlypassenger transpdyy ship, particularly on luxury cruise liners,not
environmeéntally sustainable, transoceanic travel could make considerable usd pbwer
through the use. solid sails as well as “renewable energy propulsion technologies” (McManners
2012:47). However, thereecultural reasons for suspecting that slow travel will not become
part of the business and academic rouithin the existing parameters of global capitalism
There is a.sense that speed of travel is important, that people cannot afford tadakereoff
work, as itwill.pile up on them on return, or they will be out of contact\idal” events, and
that things will proceed without their input or knowledge. Being able to takeofimeork,
unless a person is independently wealthy, or well connected, may imply that they are
unimportant, and thus replaceable. Holiday times seem to be decreasing.
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Air Travel on the Part of Academics and Resear ch Scientists

Attending professional conferences has become an integral component of acadewiiulgfé.

am primarily writing about anthropologists and sociologists, | do so because thég are t
disciplinesl. know bestMost academics from developed countries seebe involved in air

travel, andithipractice is spreading among academics from developing couRiniesxample,

in the case"of'the 2002 conference of the American Geophysical Union in San Francisco, the
association‘calculated that the some 9,500 participantslédesl average of 7,971 return
kilometersby airplaneeach resulting in 11,00@netiic tons of CQ emissions: roughly the same
asproduced by,250 Honda Civics in a normal year of driving (Lester 2007 Aajrew Glover
(2016) and-his‘research team at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, in a survey of ove
300 Australian academickund that the average Australian academic takes 1.7 overseas return
trips and 3 domestic return trips for academic purposes.

While academics often argue that attending conferences provides excellent oppsrtunit
to disseminatertheir research fings a 15-20 minute presentation or an hour-long keynote
address is'notsthe most efficient means for achieving this goal. Ulynjatenal articles, book
chapters,-and books are much better and lolagéng mechanisms for disseminating research
findings..As"Koch (2012:118) observes, new communication technologies have “made
knowledge diffusion widely independent of an individual scientist’s travel activity.atdues
that attendance of conferences and other academic events in distant places intlarge par
constitutes/a‘strategy of “symbolic capital accumulation vis-a-vis one’s &ersti 2012:118).
Accumulatingsstatus and connections is one of the prime reasons for attendingnocastere
Many academics will tell you that it is important and beneficoahtike casual contact with
others toobtain projects, encouragements, invitations to travel to far locations, or pickagp ide
through casual.conversation. An academic who does not network in person may miss out, may
become something of an outsider, ablget fewer publications, or participate in joint research
proposals..Gonference attendance often constitutes a perk, a liminal periodiducimgne
escapes briefly the routines of everyday academic and even domestic life, often in an exotic
faraway place.

Flying to a conference also may say something about an acasieneicibershim a
hypermobile elite, but the destructiveness to the environment highlights the counspic
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consumption involved and the status accrued. Consequiémtly are to tackle academic travel,
then we must aim to remove the structures of life and survival which make frarthg
environment appear punitive éa@ademicareers andcademic status amongst peénically,
some of these contradictions play themselves out within anthropological assscitite
operation of.which requires tremendous expenditure and contributes to greenhouse gas

emissionsparticularly n flying to conferences.

ALTERNATIIVESTO FLYING

There is strongendency to sweep the environmental problems of flight under the carpet, even
among individuals who accept the reality of anthropogenic climate ch@ogeersely, a small

but growing number of academics and research scientists are seeking to grapple in a variety of
ways with the contribution made by flying to greenhouse gas emissions and climate change.
High-speedrail'is often touted as a more environmentally sustainable form of travel than
domestic airplane flights but it is not necessarily a panacea. Train emissions dramatically
increase for sp&s above 200 kilometres/hour and the emiskdwal from an “ultrahigh speed

of 350 km/hour is comparable to an Airbus A321” (Bridger 2013:15). Kevin Andersaor|é w
renowned climate scientiat the Tyndall Centre, has given up flying and took a&greturn

train trip'fromsthe UK to a conference in Shanghéeargues:

Travelling slowly forces us to travel much less, to be much more selective in what events we
attend, andto endeavour to get more out of those trips we do take. Fewer trips andlypotentia
long stays:#not rocket science — just climate change basics (Anderson 2014:73).

Anderson notes that he managed to get a lot of work done on his long journey.
Dickinson and Lumsdon delineate the following dimensions of slow travel:
e A whele‘holiday experience with travel as an integral component

e Low-carbon tourism

e Walking, cycling, train and bus travel, but no air or automobile travel
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e Taking one’s time

e Environmental consciousness

e Longenrvisits

e Less distance travelled (Dickinson and Lumsdon 2010:103).

Numerousslow travel’ websitesnow exist and provide travel tips for slow travellers (Dickinson
and Lumsdon 2010:788).

Unfortunately, n a capitalist world time is monggither in terms of profits or wages
Converselyjn an alternative world attuned to social and climate justitie less pressure to be
always earning«0or checking to see if your career is sgslow travel could be the modus
operandi.The.culture of academis problenatic, particularly given that it is embedded within
an increasingly corporatised structure, which places a strong demand on markatimygetssty
as a brand competing with other brands. Giroux (2014:22) maintains that many univerdities a
colleges “have become unapologetic accooaglito corporate values analyer.” In a similar
vein, Eserigas (2016:10) maintains that universities have come under ingregessure to
contribute to economic growth to justify public funding that they receive, thus in the process
“emphasizing.compdtiveness over collaboratiom@ instrumental over holistic knowledge.”

Rappaport and Creighton (2007:200) observe that univeedted air travel at their
home institution “accounts for a significant portion of Tuft's transportaideted emissions”
and note that mitigationrsttegies to address this matter woniclude encouraging university
staff to ask about videoconferencing lectures of guest speakers anlhgawetrain when
possible. Indeednithe past few years various campaigns have emerged urging acaalenics
their associates, as well as researchers, including climate scientists who frequently attend
overseassconferences, to reduce their flying through vastoaiggies, including video
conferencing‘and trav@lg to meetings and conferences by train or coach (Carter 2014).
Parkinson argues:

Many people — including many of the most vocal scientists, journalists, and environstental

raising concerns about global warmigwould find cutting flying distance down to no more
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than 35,10&ilometresper year a sare cutback. Those who are building careers and
reputations on sounding alarm about the dangers of greenhouse gas emissions should be a
great deal more conscientious than many of them seem to be about how much flying they do
(Parkinson 2009: 310-311)
Extersive.tiaveldoes not need to remain part of a career @ime academics may assert
that refusing to‘get on an airplane to deliver a short presentation atfadanference or to
presenta 'lecture at a faff university will not make any difference the larger scheme of
things becausethe airplane is scheduled to take off anyway. However, if a critical mass of
academics and other travellers opted to fly less for conferencing, business, or pleasure, airlines
would inevitably have to reduce the numbéflights they offer.
Althoughmany researchers expresacern about the number of conferences they feel
compelled to attend because it interferes with the time needed to conductitikeimany
continue to_orgase conferencesr conference sessiorfsortunately, thé&cological Society of
Americahas assessed the environmental impact of its annual conference (Lester 2007). In
addition torhaving reduced the size of its program book, it has encouraged its membgss to mi
conferences when possipte combine trips to get the most out of flight miles, to avoid
conferenece.in distant countries, and to carpool or travel by train to local conferences (Lester
2007:36-37).
Parke Wilde (2018), an academic at Tufts Universifypsted the following petition for
universities and professional associations to sign:

To Universities and Professional Associations

1. Wegpetitionuniversities and institutions of higher education: (a) to include all
universityrelated flying (whether directly paid by the university or lyeos) in their
environmental impact measurement and goal-setting; (b) to support and work & realiz
marked reductions in flying by faculty, staff, and students commensurate with the cuts
suggested by climate science; (c) to establish and publish ahdbrnediumterm
benchmarks for reductions; and (d) to use their influence with professional teasdia
reduce reliance on flying for academic and research conferencing.

2. We petitionacademic professional associations: (a) to measure and report the
environmental impact of their conferences; (b) to radically reduce the amolyhgf f
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needed for conferencing; (c) to establish and publish slodtmediurterm benchmarks
for reductions; and (d) to work with universityassed members to meet key professional

objectives in ways that do not require flying and that are sustainable.

As of April 13,2018, 1,274 academics from around the world have signed the petition.

While many universities do not report greenhouse gas emissions generated fronitymivers
relatedtravel, some universities have begun to take into consideration the greenhouse gas
emissions generated by university travel and have even taken modest stegis tomgating it.
For example,Santa Clara University in California generated “over 16 mgbands (7,320.5
metric tons) of carbon dioxide equivalent greenhouse gas emissions” in 2013 alone for
universityrelated travel, which included academics attending conferences anut stilndetes
traveling to games (Coop20151). Given that as a Jesunstitution Santa Clara Universjty
which claimsto'be committetd social justice and sustainability, K&eoper (2015), ormer
SCU student'and environmental ethics fellow, argues that to meet these loftyi@spi SCU
needs to replace “more aiavel with teleconferencing and online communication and strongly
encouraging public transportation when travel is necessary”, and educatevérsityni

community abeut the environmental consequences of air travel.

In the case of a much larger univeysthe University of Melbourne, with some 50,000
studentshas recently officially partially acknowledged the contribution of universigted air

travel to greenhouse gas emissions laasltaken some modest steps to address the problem:

Air travelby-gaff on University business is estimated to be our second largest source of
carben“emissions, in the order of 60,000 tonnes in 2015. A bold commitment to reducing air
travel will underpin Universitywide action to provide flexible alternatives to air tlageich

as high quality teleconferencing facilities. Remaining emissions will be gifsgtessively

by 2020. Implementation of the new travel management system ‘Easier Travelowitle
comprehensive and complete air travel information from 2017 @dsity of Melbourne
2017:14).

While this statement constitutes a step in the right direction, it does notifattar variables,

namely student air travel, particularly on the part of overseas students whopraixeut one-
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third of the student bodwrd problems associated with emissions offsetting schemes.
Furthermore, the families of students at the University of Melbourne, as is the case for many
other universities in Australia and other countries, often travel long distances to attend
graduation ceamonies. Emissions offsets, whereby frequent flyers and big consumers can plant
trees in developing countries, have often been compared to the purchase of indulgences by

sinners during.the medieval era to buy their way into heaven. According to Frank:

Natural forests, bogs, wetlands and grasslands, on which indigenous people must subsist, are
foolishly being destroyed for this purpose after they have been conveniently declared
degraded. The carbon traders have been cheating on calculations for thegotisslg,

overestimating the ability of the trees to absorb carbon (Frank 2009:35).

Ultimately_ most emissions offset schemes shift the onus of responsibility from developed
societies to'developing ones. There is something tragicalli ivdmenparticularly
anthropologists‘from developed societies participaseich schemegjiven that the subjects of

their research are oftgqeoples in developing countries.

In the case of the Australian Anthropological Soc{@#S), there has been a tendency to
invite arthropologists from North America and Europe to serve as the keynote speakers at its
annual conferences. For example, at the 2015 AAS conference at the University of Melbourne,
which had the theme of “Moral Anthropology”, all three keynote speakers wene\ooth
American universitiesAt the 2016 AAS conference, which had ironically the theme of
“Anthropocene’ Transitions,” both keynote speakers were frorea$d Coastiniversities. Fom
an environmental perspective, it wolldve made more sense eitteehave hadhe keynote
speakers do videor skypepresentationsor to have invited anthropologigtem Australian or
New Zealand.universitie® serve as keynote speakers, especially given the fact thaatbere
several anthropologists in the case of the 2016 AAS conference who could have spoken
knowledgably about the Anthropocene

Particularly,anthropologists situated in large cities such as New York, Chicago, the San
Francisco Bay Areandthe Greater Los Angeles Area in the US contexSydney and
Melbourne in the Australian context, could hold day-long symposia in which they would have

what constitutes a rare opportunity to learn about each other’s research ang farssibl
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skype or teleconference connection with a prominent anthropologisaiaveay place. Local
and regional conferences to which attendees could travel by train or coach ratlaénplhae
should be privileged over internatior@nferencespr even national conferences, in large
countries such as the United States, Canada\astralia. Based upon my experience at the
University of.Melbourne, where | have been based since 2006, | find many of my colleagues in
anthropology and related disciplines such as sociology, political science and geography,
scurrying off'tefaraway coutries without becoming more acquainted with path-breaking
research in'which their colleagues are engaged. Obviously, the demands of theisedporat
university,of which the University of Melbourne has become part, along with thousands of
universities arond the globe, places pressure on academics to perform on a world stage to boost
the rankings of'the university. Although the University of Melbourne claims to be comhnaitte
environmental sustainability and has taken measures to achieve this, as haetherany
universities, there is a wide gap between the rhetoric of being green and engagirg in gre
practices, particularly when it comes to issues such as university travel, whether it is on the part
of high{eveladministrators, academic staff, profesalar supporting stabr students.
Teleconferencing
Slowlybut surely teleconferencing is beginning to emergeraality, given that the
technologynow exists to do so. In November 2010 the Signs of Change nation networked e-
conference was heltiroughoutNew ZealandKrumdieck 2014). With a population of some 4.5
million people spread out over the North and South Islands, New Zea@adenaics face
monumentallogistical problems in attending conferences in their country. Theetmafewhich
had as oeofits aims to “reduce the traveling time for participants,” occurred at seven local
venues situated in various locations on both islands, the two remotest being Ketikerar
North District and Invercargill in Southland. In addition to reductiotravel time and cost, the
Signs of Change eenference resulted in significamduction ofgreenhouse gas emissions that
a conference.in a large New Zealand city, such as Auckland, Wellington or Chahtelauld
haveincurred'Susan Krumdiecktates:
The Signs of Change conference demonstrated the concept, design, technology and positive
benefits of a no-fly, minimuntravel conference. It showed that people can have the
connections and exchange of ideas at a fraction of the financial, time and aastson ¢
(Krumdieck 2014:122).
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The Environmental Humanities Initiative (EHI) at the University of Califof®gata Barbara
convened the “Climate Change: Views from the Humanities3rderence in 2016V hile the
conference was an international acadeswient with over 50 speakeitshad aow carbon
footprint. According to the convenors:

Had this_been a traditional fip conference, our slate of speakers would have had to

collectively travel over 300,000 miles, generating the equivalent of over 100,000 pounds of

carbon‘dioxide (C©) in the process. This is equal to the total annual carbon footprint of 50

peopleliving'in India, 165 in Kenya. A conference that takes up the issue of climate change

while simultaneously contributing to the problem to such a degree would be simply

unconsgionable (Environmental Humanities Center 2016).

In termswof anthropological conferences, a breakthrough in the promotion of environmentally
sustainable conferencing occurredl@21April at the Societyor Cultural Anthropologis
biennial conference, in collaboration with the Society for Visual Anthropology, on
Displacement®illed as an “international experiment in carbon-conscious conferencing and
radically distributed access” (Society of Cultural Anthropology 2018):

Air travel issone of the fastegtowing sources of greenhouse gas emissions worldwide, and

one of‘the chief ways that an academic livelihood contributes to carbon pollution. Our format

is also.meant to enable broader geographic access and participation, noatgapa

political climate of intensified restrictions on international travel. We have set the conference

registration fee at a flat $10 with expanded access to anthropological knowhelddjalague

in mind«+The,conference brings together meerdedpresentations from anthropologists,

filmmakersyartists and activities in 46 countries, with participants tuning in from many other

places as well (Sociefpr Cultural Anthropology 2018).

The conference, entailed 55 localdes including 15 in the Global South, which functioned as
“decentralized,. affinitypased forms of collaboration and exchange” (Society for Cultural
Anthropology.2018).

The quality of interaction and networking that occurs at large anthropological
conferences, such as those of theefigan Anthropological Association with some 5-6,000
attendees, often tends to be superficial as people scurnefrent to eventnteractions are
small conferences, such as those of Australian Anthropological Society mmakgi
anthropological conferees in North America and EurapEhey tend to be more intimate, but
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unfortunately presentations at these do not earn the kudos thaatha®senational conferences
do within the parameters of the corporate or neoliberal university.

ACHIEVING A BALANCE BETWEEN RESEARCH ABROAD AND AT HOME
Perhaps more.so thamy of the social sciences and humanities, anthropological reseaftgnis
conductediin placefar from the home bases of anthropologists, who are generally situated in
developed'societies, particularly those in North America, Europe and AustralagiattAeen
Gough (1968:12) observed some time ago, anthropology is the “chW@sternmperialisni
and, in the current context, neoliberalism or the capitalist world system. Folgupatécularly
since the 1970s, there has been a strong trend for a variety of reasons to conduct @gittabpol
research atthomg@ottak 1982 Messerschmidt 193. Even when conducting research outside of
one’s country, anthropologists could explore the possilsildfdaraveling by train or even bus
rather than airplané\n ecosocialist world system would entaihaore even playing field in
terms of access to global resoutcHsis wouldespeciallyallow developing countries to have
moreresourees to train “nativa@nthropologists” who could work in sites where Western
anthropologists for long worked and continue to wdgpanese anthropologist Takami
Kuwayama.states:
[N]ativesanthropology represents efforts in many parts of the world to overcome Etusment
or Western academic hegemony. In the postcolonial world, the emergence of native
anthropelogists marks a blurring of the boundary between the colonizer/seer/ddésmvber/
and thescolonized/seen/described/known (Kuwayama 2004:1).
| amenoet proposing eliminating ethnographic research abroad entirely. There ia often
tendency @among Western anthropaststo study a people or a community in a faraway place
during one’s graduate studies and then return to the original field site repeatadiyeogourse
of one’s career, perhaps duringy@mer academic breslor even for shorter periods of time.
Some anthropologists seegbeneath them to study a people or community relatively close to
home. Conversely, beginning in the late 1970s, many Western anthropolst®rced to
conduct research at home due to a reduction of funding. However,agjvewing climate
crisis, it is imperative that anthropologisédong with other academics, more closely reflect upon

how they pursue their careers and research activities.
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To be sure, over the course of my academic career, | have done mgf#taregraphic
research in faraway placgsdoweveras | have become conscious of the massive contribation
flying to greenhouse gas emissions, | have made a conscioudefioastically curtail my
flying in both my personal and professional lives, and rely primarily on trains, trams, buse
cycling, and.walkingn making my way aroun(Baer and Singer 2018)rdveling to field sites
and conferences by train, bus, and even car does result in greenhouse gas emissions, but their
contribution‘is'much lower than that of airplanes.

In his conception of a more socially just and environmental sustainable world, TedrTrali
(2010), an Australian ecanarchist and stanch advocatadSimpler Way,” maintains:

Very few ships, large trucks or aircraft would be produced because there woulle e étt

for the transport of goods or people over long distances. There would be little ioteahati

travel, partly'because the fuel for theould be extremely scarce, and secondly because there

would be relatively little need for it. We might ration international travel primarily for
educational and cultural exchange purposes, so that you might get one overseas trip in

lifetimesHowevey we could bring back wind ships, so you might study for your degree on a

leisurely*trip‘around the world (Trainer 2010:93).

Following.on from Trainer’s observations, | envision two possible career trajecfories
anthropolegists concerned about the glatiimate crisisand its impacts on the people who they
study. One is to possibly conduct their initial research project, generally their PhD dissertation or
thesiswork, in a faraway place and remain there for an extepdedd, evenmore thama year.
However, future research projects should be conducted relatively close tootineir
Converselygan anthropologist whose initial major research project occurred relativelpclose
homemight opt sometime later in his or heareer to conduct research ifasaway place for an
extended periagperhaps as a onae-a lifetime experience.

There is.a.need to revisit “slow travel,” somethingvhich anthropologists engaged up until
the 1950s.0r.s0, whgrassenger air travel panto escalate. Anthropologisssich as Franz Boas,
Bronislaw_Malinowski, and Margaret Mead in the early stagésesfcarees made their way
about the planet in large part by ship, boats, and railwapetthat these were always
environmentally sustainable forms of transpeaind sill managed to develop illustrious careers
in the process. Indeed, some people have opted to make their way to conferencéssfiallds
meetings by train. While traveling on present-day cruise ships tends to be highbnerentally
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unsustainable oavariety of counts, one possible option is travelling on a container ship, an
undertaking that could make for an interesting ethnography. Perhaps we can leanmgomet
from our anthropological pioneers in the process of contributingsti@ecologicalrevolution
(Foster 2009, Baer 2018

In keeping.with the notion of slow travel, Glovet,al (2017:10) call for a shift towardcal
scholarshipor slow scholarshigwhich would necessitate a significant inversion of priorities
centered on'issues thaktanore closely related to a university’s physical location.” They further
argue:

Implicit here is a call to arms for academics to travel overseas less and to contemplate and

connectatthome more, suggesting an embedded critique of the normative noteagkhin

universitiesitoday. However, importantly, this is unlikely to be effective if it is interpreted as

an appeal for individual academics to ‘resist’ the internatisatdin movement this

approach must also be valued and acknowledged institutionally and reflected in policy and

promotion practices (Glovet al 2017:10).

CONCLUSION

Attendingeonferences and conducting research, including in the case of anthropological
researchginfaraway places can be enriching and exhilarating experiences. | suspect that
networkingand status ar@ more important benefit of conferences than the present#taizse
given.It could also be suggested that academics are rplagers in the air travel industry, and
that even jfithey all stoppeair-relatedwork travel it would make no longerm differenceBut

that does netamean an example should not be set, or that we should encourage destructive
behaviour.While some may argue thatademics, including anthropologists, contribute to a
relatively small fractiorof the greenhouse gas emissions emanating from flying, they should get
on with their.work and thus contribute to improving the human condition in thishieayever,

such an assertion is elitist and perhapsn morally irresponsible. Indedtie seriousrss of

climate change compels to reconsider many behav®and parts of our culturthat we

generally take for granted: what we eat, what kind of work we do, how we shelter oursalves, a
last but not least, how we move around the planet and progressadareers

Kevin Andersorasserts:

This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved



The issue is not flying in and of itself, but the fact that flying is such a cduabmtensive

and emissionspewing activity. There may come a day when we can substitutedigbn

kerosene for a zero or verywaarbon alternative, at which point, from a purely climate

change perspective, we can resume flying. So I'm not saying that we have to elingingte fl

forever, but.need to hugely curtail it until we develop a truly zero carbon aviation. &t

we’re very far from that point. Until that day arrivesfit ever does- we have no choice but

to radically"eut how much we fly (Anderson & Nevins 2014:214-215).

Anderson"dees not advocate an individualistic approach to flyingolessjaintains that
individual'actions may serve as the catalyst for deeper systemic changes that contribute to
climate change mitigation (Andersé&nNevins 2014:216).

For-academics, flying to conferences, meetings, and research sites have become pivotal to
career advancement withan increasingly corporatid university sectoResearch needs to be
done in how to make video conferencing as satisfactory for networking and schmoozing as face
to face conferencing. Given the dangers that climate change poses for people arauanidithe
particularly-insdeveloping countries where much anthropological reseasdieka conducted, it
is imperative that anthropologists and other scholars begin to seriously grapple with the
implications,of their flying behavioum.here are many possibiliseof networking via ongoing
regular greup meetings using modern telecommunications technology.

We could propose that there needs to be administrative change. For example, it might be
necessary-for all flights to have to be justified in terms of their contributioratteanic and
research workibefore they are undertaken, with accounting for the emissions made by the
traveller, and-describing their efforts to offset them or justify them. While it may be useful to
promote Rarke Wilds petition to draw attention to the issue at the university administration
level, and in councils of Universitiehdre isalsoa reed for anthropologists and other
academicgo.work with climate action groups on various fronts, including social justice and
environmentalissuegvolving around airplane flights. For the most part the environmental and
climate movements have not done much with the matter of growing greenhouse gas emissions
from airplana; Exceptions include Friends of the Earth Riahe StupidReclaim the Power
and the Global Anti-Aerotropolis Movemertcademics can also work with activistsensure
that the emissions from air transport are included in &@l othegreenhouse gas emission
reduction goals internationally, and act to hold airlines to their [@s1id reduce emissionsis
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a whole, not just per flight mile. We may need to do further political work to attenept down
the economic ideology that growth of customer numbers is inevitably a good thing, and do more
work on environmental sustainabjli

Aeromability, along with automobility, needs much more consideration in terms of its social
and environmental impacts than it has received to Qatécal anthropologists need to do more
thanmerelypromote green consumerism on the part of travellers, by engaging in a critique of the
airline industry-itselfwhich promotes environmentally unsustainable travel practices. Airplanes,
along with*private motor vehicles, as facilitators in numerous ways of global capjtalism
exemplify “new forms of excess mobility and consumption, which undermine ldagm
forces of production through changing climates, eliminating scarce resources, andinimd)
some conditions of human life and its predictable improvement” (Elliott & Urrp2G3P).
Shifting to a moe sustainable transport system, which would entail far fewer private motor
vehicles and far less reliance upon air transportation, will continue to be a vexed challenge even
within an ecosocialist world system. But | am convinced that a serious discusisairt how to
create a moressocially just and environmentally sustainable transport system than presently
exists within the parameters of the capitalist world systetiti require major social
transformations at various levels, ranging from the local to the global. Given thateasing
number of-anthropologists whmave turned their attention to mobility studies, perhaps some of
this attention can be directed toward the aircraft and airiohestries and how they contribute to
an increasing number of flights which result in greenhouse gas emissions and caatribute
anthropogenieclimate chandgnfortunately climate change particularly adverseigacts poor
people around‘'the world, particularly those residing in developing coumtoagver, at a
macroscopic level, perhaps more than any other issue, climate change allows critical
anthropologists.and other critical scholars to contemplate the conwadiofi the existing
capitalist world system and how each and every one of us is at some levetledhiveid and
even complicitwith it Thus, the heavy responsibility that we bear as academics is to engage in a
critical anthrepology not only ofthe past and preseliit also the futuran which we
contemplate how to contribute tive creation of an atnative world system, one committed to
social justice, democratic processes, environmental sustainability, and a cooler plad&ne

in which humans can live in harmony with one another as well as with the biosphere.
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