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Is spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe L.) patch size related
to the effect on soil and vegetation properties?
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Abstract Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe L.
subsp. Micranthos (Gugler) Hayek) was first intro-
duced in the 1890s from Europe into western North
America, where it now occupies over three million
hectares of rangeland and pasture in 14 states and two
Canadian provinces, reducing forage production and
causing economic damage. Despite many reported
effects spotted knapweed can have on soils and native
vegetation, it is not known whether patch size is
correlated with these ecosystem-level effects. The
objective of our study was to determine whether the
effects of spotted knapweed on plant composition and
soil properties was related to spotted knapweed patch
size. We asked the following questions: (1) Are there
differences in plant species richness and diversity
between small and large knapweed patches? and (2)
Do soil water and soil mineral nutrient properties
change depending on knapweed patch size? Twenty-
four knapweed patches, and paired natural grassland
plots, were randomly selected within Lac du Bois
Provincial Park, British Columbia, Canada. Knapweed
patch size ranged from 6 to 366 m?%. Sampling and
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analysis revealed a significant effect of knapweed
patch size on soil and vegetation properties. Soil P, soil
temperature, and total dry plant biomass (g/0.25 m?)
increased, while soil N, soil C, and soil moisture
decreased with patch size. Since our results show that
spotted knapweed patch size is related to degree of soil
alteration, it is important to consider size of patch
when modeling the impact of spotted knapweed in
North America. Since large patches of spotted knap-
weed seem to have a proportionately greater effect on
soil chemistry properties, large patches may move the
system further away from a point where it is possible to
restore the site to pre-invasion conditions.
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Introduction

Many ecosystems in North America have been
degraded by invasive plants. Invading species can
replace existing vegetation and reduce native species,
thus altering ecosystem diversity and function (Mack
et al. 2000). In the most severe cases, non-native
invasive species can alter the structure and dynamics
of an ecosystem (Hobbs 1999; Ehrenfeld 2003). The
mechanisms for this include increasing erosion
(Lacey et al. 1989), altering nutrient cycling (Vitousek

@ Springer



976

Plant Ecol (2011) 212:975-983

et al. 1987; Belnap and Phillips 2001; Duda et al. 2003;
Rimer and Evans 2006), increasing incidence of plant
diseases (Malmstrom et al. 2005), and potentially
reducing or eliminating native populations (Huxel
1999; Mack et al. 2000; Masters and Sheley 2001).
While it seems logical that the degree of invasion
should be related to its effect on the ecosystem (Noss
et al. 1995; Howard et al. 2004), there is little evidence
to support such a claim. Invasive plants tend to grow in
patches, with a non-uniform distribution across a
landscape and variation in patch size. Should we
expect larger ecosystem effects with larger patches?

The herbaceous spotted knapweed (Centaurea
stoebe L. subsp. Micranthos [Gugler] Hayek [=Cen-
taurea maculosa Lamarck (Ochsmann 2001)]) is a
deeply taprooted perennial forb first introduced in the
1890s from Europe into western North America,
where it now occupies over 3 x 10° ha of rangeland
and pasture in 14 states and two Canadian provinces
(LeJeune and Seastedt 2001; Story et al. 2006),
reducing forage production (Harris and Cranston
1979) and causing economic damage (Hirsch and
Leitch 1996). Disturbance aids in establishment of
knapweed (Hobbs and Huenneke 1992). Once estab-
lished, spotted knapweed is persistent and can tolerate
low nutrient soils (Suding et al. 2004; LeJeune et al.
2006), drought (Berube and Myers 1982), and
produce a seed bank with seeds viable for at least
8 years (Davis et al. 1993).

Spotted knapweed has been shown to alter soil
ecosystem properties by elevating phosphorous
within its rhizosphere (Zabinski et al. 2002; Thorpe
et al. 2006), and increasing or decreasing (mostly
reducing) soil C and N pools in native grasslands
(Hook et al. 2004). In addition to altering soil
properties, spotted knapweed can also reduce native
plant species richness and diversity (Tyser and Key
1988; Ortega and Pearson 2005). Despite many
accounts of the effect spotted knapweed can have
on soils and native vegetation, it is not known
whether scale, both spatial and temporal, is correlated
with these ecosystem-level effects.

The objective of our study was to determine
whether the effects of spotted knapweed on plant
composition and soil properties was related to the
size of spotted knapweed patches. Although spotted
knapweed has been found to dominate large areas of
land, it also has an inconsistent, patchy distribution.
We asked the following questions: (1) Are there
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differences in plant species richness and diversity
between small and large knapweed patches? and (2)
Do soil water and soil mineral nutrient properties
change along a gradient of knapweed patch size? We
predicted a positive association between knapweed
patch size and concentration of soil phosphorus, and
a negative association between size of patch and
concentration of soil nitrogen, soil carbon, and plant
community richness and diversity. An understanding
of how the size of a spotted knapweed patch affects
plant and soil properties is an important consideration
for grassland management, including eradication of
knapweed and restoration to native plant communi-
ties. If larger knapweed patches have greater negative
ecosystem effects it is critical that land managers
focus their efforts on limiting patch size and eradi-
cating or reducing large patches.

Methods
Site

The field site was in the high elevation (~900 m
a.s.l.) grasslands of the Lac Du Bois (LDB) Grassland
Provincial Park north of Kamloops, British Colum-
bia, Canada. The park occupies approximately
15,000 ha and the site has been described by van
Ryswyk et al. (1966). Annual precipitation is approx-
imately 270 mm. The dominant grass species of the
native grassland are Festuca campestris Rydb.,
Achnatherum occidentale (Thurb.) Barkworth ssp.
occidentale, and S. richardsonia (Link) Barkworth
with approximately 90% cover (van Ryswyk et al.
1966 and C. Carlyle, unpublished data). Livestock,
including cattle, horses and sheep, have grazed LDB
for over a century. Approximately 50 years ago,
range management shifted to spring/fall rotational
cattle grazing at approximately one cow per hectare,
with a I-year rest period between grazing. Spotted
knapweed first established in LDB approximately
40 years ago and has a patchy distribution.

Experimental design

Twenty-four patches of spotted knapweed were
randomly selected within a 3,000 ha area in LDB.
A knapweed patch was identified as a group of at
least 10 stems, with stems no further than 1 m from
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its neighbor. Patches were separated by at least 20 m.
Patch size was estimated by measuring the length of
the longest straight line through the patch, then
measuring the length of the longest second line
through the patch perpendicular to the first line, and
calculating the product. Paired 0.25 m* plots were
created, with one plot located at random exactly 5 m
inside a knapweed patch, and the other located 5 m
due North from the edge of the patch. If the patch size
was smaller than 100 mz, the plot was placed in the
approximate centre of the spotted knapweed patch.

Sampling

Soil measurements were taken on August 19, 2005.
Soil moisture was measured using a TDR soil
moisture meter fitted with the 20 cm soil rod (Spec-
trum Technologies, Inc.). Soil temperature was taken
at a depth of 10 cm using a digital temperature probe.
At each corner of the plot, the top 10 cm? of soil was
collected and the four samples combined. The soil was
air dried, stones were removed by hand, and the soil
was passed through a 2 mm sieve. Soil carbon (%) and
nitrogen (%) was analyzed with the CE-440 Rapid
Analysis Elemental Analyzer, Exeter Analytical, Inc.
Soil phosphate (mg 1" and potassium (mg 1) were
measured using Palintest® test kits. The mineral
concentration of mg 17! is equivalent to mg kg™ ".
Above ground live plant biomass and litter were
harvested on August 23-26, 2005. The collected
biomass was sorted to species, oven dried at 80°C for

at least 48 h, and weighed. Litter was also similarly
oven dried and weighed.

Statistical analysis

Paired ¢ tests were used to compare soil and plant
parameters taken inside knapweed patches and in
native grassland. A Bonferroni pairwise procedure
was done to correct for multiple sampling. To
determine the effect of knapweed patch size, we first
calculated the difference in soil and plant parameters
between the 24 samples inside knapweed patches to
their neighboring grassland plots. This was done in
order to reduce the potential for underlying site
effects. We calculated linear regressions of the effect
of knapweed area on the calculated difference of soil
(moisture, temperature, C, N, P, K) and vegetation
(live plus litter biomass, live biomass, litter biomass,
knapweed biomass, total species richness, total
Shannon diversity) parameters of paired plots. In
addition, we calculated linear regressions of the effect
of knapweed area on the same parameters as listed
above with knapweed biomass (g/0.25 m?) as a
covariate. All statistical analyses were done using
Systat 8 (Systat 1998).

Results

Litter, total species richness and total diversity were
higher in the native grassland compared to the

Table 1 Mean soil and
vegetation parameters
measured within the 24

knapweed community and 24
native grassland community
plots with standard error in
parentheses

Values in bold represent
significant differences between
the two communities

(P < 0.05). P values were

Knapweed Grassland P value
community community
Soil variables
Volumetric water content (%) 6.40 (0.54) 9.32 (0.73) 0.046
Temperature (°C) 29.29 (0.33) 27.41 (0.37) 0.002
Total carbon (%) 5.05 (0.31) 7.13 (0.23) <0.001
Total nitrogen (%) 0.25 (0.02) 0.41 (0.03) <0.001
Total phosphate (mg 1™") 12.64 (1.13) 5.20 (0.32) <0.001
Total potassium (mg 1™") 535.80 (29.74) 385.60 (25.85) 0.006
Vegetation variables
Live plus litter biomass (g) 83.18 (5.23) 96.87 (8.12) 1.000
Live biomass (g) 71.59 (4.82) 64.50 (6.14) 1.000
Litter biomass (g) 12.88 (1.93) 33.71 (3.68) <0.001
Total species richness 4.08 (0.28) 5.56 (0.42) 0.035
Total Shannon’s diversity (H') 0.36 (0.06) 0.69 (0.09) 0.011

adjusted based on the
Bonferonni test
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knapweed community (Table 1). There was no dif-
ference in total live plus litter biomass and live
biomass between knapweed and grassland communi-
ties. All measured soil variables were found to be
significantly different between the knapweed and
native grassland communities; volumetric water
content (VWC), carbon, and nitrogen had lower
values in the knapweed community, while tempera-
ture, phosphate, and potassium had higher values
(Table 1).

Total live plus litter biomass (Fig. la), live
biomass (Fig. 1b), and knapweed biomass (Fig. 1d)
were all positively related to knapweed patch size
(P < 0.05). The other vegetation variables were not
affected by area (Fig. 1).

Knapweed patch size seemed to affect all mea-
sured soil variables except for potassium (Fig. 2).
Soil volumetric water content (VWC) (Fig. 2a), soil

carbon (Fig. 2c) and soil nitrogen (Fig. 2d) were
negatively associated with patch size, but only soil C
had a P < 0.05. Soil N and VWC had P values less
than 0.10, which suggests a trend in the data. Soil
temperature (Fig. 2b) and soil phosphate (Fig. 2e)
were positively associated with knapweed patch size.

Linear regressions of the effect of patch size with
knapweed abundance (biomass) as a covariate
showed that total live plus litter biomass and live
biomass were positively affected by knapweed bio-
mass and the interaction between patch size and
knapweed biomass, but not by patch size alone
(Table 2). Soil carbon was negatively affected by
knapweed patch size and soil total phosphate was
positively affected by patch size, but soil carbon and
phosphate were not affected by knapweed biomass or
the interaction between patch size and biomass
(Table 2). The regression model for soil temperature
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was significant but neither patch size nor biomass
alone was significant.

Discussion

For the first time, we provide evidence that the size
of an invasive plant patch is related to vegetative
and soil properties. Not surprisingly, our results show
that soil chemistry and vegetation properties differ
between spotted knapweed patches and native grass-
land communities in Lac du Bois Provincial Park,
British Columbia, Canada. Past research has also
shown that spotted knapweed can alter soils (Zabinski
et al. 2002; Hook et al. 2004; Thorpe et al. 2006) and
vegetation (Tyser and Key 1988; Ridenour and
Callaway 2001; Ortega and Pearson 2005). Our
research extends our understanding of spotted knap-
weed by demonstrating that knapweed patch size is

Size of knapweed patch (m2)

related to changes in soil P and soil C, even when
knapweed abundance (biomass) is included as a
covariate. Because this was a correlative study we
cannot say with certainty that the environmental
conditions inside the knapweed patches we sampled
were caused by knapweed. However, by linking to
previous research, especially relating to soil chemis-
try, we can strengthen the conclusions of our study.

In answer to our first question, there were no
differences in plant species richness and diversity
based on spotted knapweed patch size. The effect of
knapweed on richness and diversity is independent of
patch size. Tyser and Key (1988) found that spotted
knapweed can reduce species richness by approxi-
mately two species per 0.1 m? in fescue grasslands in
Glacier National Park, USA. We also found a
reduction in native species richness, from about 5.6
in grassland to 3.1 (4.1-1 [not including spotted
knapweed] in Table 1) in knapweed patches per
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Table 2 Linear regression
models of the effect of

knapweed patch size on change
in vegetation and soil variables
inside and outside 24
knapweed patches in a native
grassland, with knapweed
biomass as a covariate

Dependent variable Effect P(2 Tail) Model

Live plus litter biomass Patch size 0.212 F =4.355; P = 0.016
Knapweed biomass 0.014
Size x Biomass 0.026

Live biomass Patch size 0.445 F = 8.097; P = 0.001
Knapweed biomass 0.007
Size x Biomass 0.024

Litter biomass Patch size 0.187 F =0.837; P = 0.490
Knapweed biomass 0.185
Size x Biomass 0.154

Total species richness Patch size 0.904 F =1.294; P =0.304
Knapweed biomass 0.208
Size x Biomass 0.426

Total Shannon’s diversity Patch size 0.334 F =0.392; P = 0.760
Knapweed biomass 0.742
Size x Biomass 0.338

Soil volumetric water content Patch size 0.204 F =1.931; P = 0.157
Knapweed biomass 0.123
Size x Biomass 0.292

Soil temperature Patch size 0.094 F = 3.236; P = 0.044
Knapweed biomass 0.763
Size x Biomass 0.100

Soil carbon Patch size 0.048 F = 4.927; P = 0.010
Knapweed biomass 0.241
Size x Biomass 0.872

Soil total nitrogen Patch size 0.819 F =1.561; P = 0.230
Knapweed biomass 0.256
Size x Biomass 0.591

Soil total phosphate Patch size 0.041 F =17.164; P = 0.002
Knapweed biomass 0.263
Size x Biomass 0.441

Soil total potassium Patch size 0.927 F =0.081; P = 0.970
Knapweed biomass 0.737
Size x Biomass 0.942

P < 0.05 are in bold

0.25 m* plots. In addition, species diversity in a
knapweed patch was about half that of the natural
grassland, which reflects the dominance of knapweed
in terms of its relative biomass. The fact that
knapweed patch size does not seem to affect species
diversity and richness indicates that knapweed plants
are competitively dominant and have negative neigh-
bor effects even at small spatial scales.

Studies suggest that invasive plants often increase
biomass and net primary productivity, alter nutrient
availability, and produce litter with higher decompo-
sition rates than co-occurring native species (Ehrenfeld
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2003). We found no difference in dry live above-
ground biomass between knapweed and grassland
communities. However, there was almost a three-fold
reduction in litter within the knapweed patch. Such
differences in litter mass are often accompanied by
changes in soil organic matter, and soil carbon was
higher in the grasslands. We suspect that decomposi-
tion rate of knapweed leaves is greater than the native
grasses (see Cornelissen and Thompson 1997). Abiotic
conditions can also influence the decomposition rate of
litter (Davidson and Janssens 2006; Austin and
Vivanco 2006). For example, Austin and Vivanco
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(2006) found that a reduction in intercepted solar
radiation on litter caused lower decomposition of
organic matter. In other words, the rate of decompo-
sition was highest under full sunlight. We found higher
soil temperature and lower soil volumetric water
content within knapweed patches, and these differ-
ences increased with size of patch, suggesting a
mechanism (greater incident solar radiation) for
increasing decomposition rate in larger patches.

We found conclusive evidence for our second
question, does soil water and soil mineral nutrient
properties change depending on the size of knapweed
patch? All measured soil properties differed by
knapweed patch size except for potassium. The
mineral nutrient with the greatest response was soil
phosphate. Soil phosphate was greater in patches of
spotted knapweed, which has also been shown by
Zabinski et al. (2002) and Thorpe et al. (2006).
Thorpe et al. (2006) suggested that catechin may
increase P in the rhizosphere through chelation of Ca.
Catechin is a polyphenol found in spotted knapweed
that can be important in the complexation of Fe, Al,
and Ca, including the precipitation of Ca—P com-
pounds (Stevenson and Cole 1999). Suding et al.
(2004) showed that reduction of soil P weakened
the ability of Centaurea diffusa (diffuse knapweed,
another invasive knapweed) to tolerate neighbor
competition in grazed grassland. If low concentration
of soil P similarly affects the growth and competitive
ability of spotted knapweed, the increase in soil
phosphate we found in knapweed patches might favor
knapweed growth and competitive ability. Since
spotted knapweed seems to enhance soil P, and our
results show that this effect is magnified with patch
size, knapweed invasion may facilitate further inva-
sion and a concomitant increase in patch size.

Previous studies have shown that plant invasions
do not always result in consistent changes in soil
properties. For example, Hook et al. (2004) found
that spotted knapweed might increase or decrease soil
C and N in native grasslands in Montana, U.S.A. Our
study finds that soil C and N were lower in knapweed
patches than native grassland, and negatively associ-
ated with size of patch. Soil C responded similarly to
knapweed patch size even when considering knap-
weed biomass as a covariate. This result is perhaps
conservative considering that cattle grazed the native
grassland but likely did not graze the knapweed.
Even though litter was higher in the native grassland

compared to knapweed patches, if the native grass-
land was not grazed the grassland soils might have
had even higher amounts of litter and soil N (Derner
et al. 1997). The decreases in knapweed soil N and C
may be associated with high uptake rates of these
elements, which might be driven by a large biomass
and high tissue nutrient concentration of spotted
knapweed. Tilman (1988) suggests that a plant
species is competitively dominant when it reduces
an essential resource below the minimum level a
neighboring species can grow. Therefore, if low soil
N in knapweed patches is caused by knapweed
growth, the competitive dominance of knapweed may
be due to its ability to reduce soil N which not only
reduces species diversity but might prevent restora-
tion to the native grassland community.

Potassium is usually the most abundant of the
major nutrient elements in soil (Blake et al. 1999).
Size of knapweed patch did not affect soil K at our
experimental site, but knapweed patches had higher
levels of soil K than native grassland. Bezemer et al.
(2006) found that grasses depleted soil K to a greater
extent than forbs, and our results support this finding.

We show that scale is an important consideration
in understanding the effect of an invasive, in this case
spotted knapweed, on soil properties, but timing since
arrival could be an indirect factor to consider. Altered
soils may be the driving mechanism that provides a
suitable environment to facilitate future invasions and
decrease native biodiversity (Wolfe and Klironomos
2005; MacDougall and Turkington 2005). The pres-
ence of spotted knapweed, and in some cases
knapweed patch size, was correlated with different
soil properties. It is not clear whether knapweed patch
size and abundance were related to time of arrival.
Once an alien plant arrives at a new site, community
invasion is regulated by characteristics of the invad-
ing plant and the existing community (Lawton 1986).
It is still unclear what scale, spatial or temporal, is
most relevant when addressing the effects of exotic
plants on soil communities. Bezemer et al. (2006)
experimentally tested the effects on soil properties of
different grassland grass and forb species grown in
monoculture in 3 m? plots in the Netherlands and the
United Kingdom. They found significant effects in
soil mineral nutrients between plant species after only
2 years. What we do not know is whether the
magnitude of the effect continues to increase over
time.
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Time since arrival is an important consideration in
the science of species invasion but has not been
adequately addressed (see Pysek and Jarosik 2005;
Herben 2009). The increased soil changes we found
in large knapweed patches could be due to patch size,
but it might be due to longer site occupancy of the
invader. We suggest that size of spotted knapweed
patches in British Columbia might be related to
timing of arrival; the larger the patch, the longer the
invasive has been established on site. However, the
fact that patch size is related to an increase in soil P
and a decrease in soil C is relevant regardless of
whether time since arrival is correlated.

Our results show that size of spotted knapweed
patch in Lac du Bois Provincial Park, B.C., Canada is
related to degree of soil alteration. It is important to
consider size of patch when modeling the impact of
spotted knapweed in North America. Large patches
of spotted knapweed seem to have a proportionately
greater effect on important soil chemistry properties,
in particular soil P and soil C. The size of spotted
knapweed patches may facilitate increases in soil P
through knapweed’s interaction with catechin. Larger
patches may also magnify a reduction in soil C by
increasing photodegradation of litter. Large patches
may move the system further away from a point
where it is possible to restore the site to pre-invasion
conditions. Thus, patch size is an important consid-
eration in the management of invasive species.

Acknowledgments Our study was supported by a Natural
Sciences and Engineering Research Council Discovery Grant
and a Canadian Foundation for Innovation grant to L.H. Fraser.
Two anonymous reviewers helped improve an earlier version
of the manuscript. We thank B.C. Parks for allowing access to
the study site.

References

Austin AT, Vivanco L (2006) Plant litter decomposition in a
semi-arid ecosystem controlled by photodegradation.
Nature 442:555-558

Belnap J, Phillips S (2001) Soil biota in an ungrazed grassland:
response to annual grass (Bromus tectorum) invasion.
Ecol Appl 11:1261-1275

Berube DE, Myers JH (1982) Suppression of knapweed inva-
sion by crested wheatgrass in the dry interior in British
Columbia. J Range Manag 35:459-461

Bezemer TM, Lawson CS, Hedlund K, Edwards AR, Brook
Al, Igual JM, Mortimer SR, Van der Putten WH (2006)
Plant species and functional group effects on abiotic and

@ Springer

microbial soil properties and plant—soil feedback respon-
ses in two grasslands. J Ecol 94:893-904

Blake L, Mercik S, Koerschens M, Goulding KWT, Stempen S,
Weigel A, Poulton PR, Powlson DS (1999) Potassium
content in soil, uptake in plants and the potassium balance
in three European long-term field experiments. Plant Soil
216:1-14

Cornelissen JHC, Thompson K (1997) Functional leaf attri-
butes predict litter decomposition rate in herbaceous
plants. New Phytol 135:109-114

Davidson EA, Janssens IA (2006) Temperature sensitivity of
soil carbon decomposition and feedbacks to climate
change. Nature 440:165-173

Davis ES, Fay PK, Chicoine TK, Lacey CA (1993) Persistence
of spotted knapweed (Centaurea maculosa) seed in soil.
Weed Sci 41:57-61

Derner JD, Briske DD, Boutton TW (1997) Does grazing
mediate soil carbon and nitrogen accumulation beneath
C4, perennial grasses along an environmental gradient?
Plant Soil 191:147-156

Duda JJ, Freeman DC, Emlen JM, Belnap J, Kitchen SG, Zak
JC, Sobek E, Tracy M, Montante J (2003) Differences in
native soil ecology associated with invasion of the exotic
annual chenopod, Halogeton glomeratus. Biol Fert Soils
38:72-77

Ehrenfeld JG (2003) Effects of exotic plant invasions on soil
nutrient cycling processes. Ecosystems 6:503-523

Harris P, Cranston R (1979) An economic evaluation of control
methods for diffuse and spotted knapweed in western
Canada. Can J Plant Sci 59:375-382

Herben T (2009) Invasibility of neutral communities. Basic
Appl Ecol 10:197-207

Hirsch SA, Leitch JA (1996) The impact of knapweed on
Montana’s economy. Agri Econ Report 355. North
Dakota Agri Exp Station, Fargo, ND, USA

Hobbs RJ (1999) Restoration of disturbed ecosystems. In:
Walker L (ed) Ecosystems of disturbed ground. Ecosys-
tems of the world. Elsevier, Amsterdam, pp 673-687

Hobbs RJ, Huenneke LF (1992) Disturbance, diversity, and
invasion: implications for conservation. Conserv Biol
6:324-337

Hook PB, Olson BE, Wraith JM (2004) Effects of the invasive
forb Centaurea maculosa on grassland carbon and nitro-
gen pools in Montana, USA. Ecosystems 7:686-694

Howard TG, Gurevitch J, Hyatt L, Carreiro M, Lerdau M
(2004) Forest invasibility in communities in southeastern
New York. Biol Invasions 6:393—410

Huxel GR (1999) Rapid displacement of native species by
invasive species: effects of hybridization. Biol Conserv
89:143-152

Lacey JR, Marlow CB, Lane JR (1989) Influence of spotted
knapweed (Centaurea maculosa) on surface runoff and
sediment yield. Weed Technol 3:627-631

Lawton RH (1986) Are there assembly rules for successional
communities? In: Gray AJ, Crawley MJ, Edwards PJ (eds)
Colonization, succession and stability. Blackwell Scien-
tific Publ, Oxford, pp 225-244

LeJeune KD, Seastedt TR (2001) Centaurea species: the forb
that won the west. Conserv Biol 15:1568-1574

LeJeune KD, Suding KN, Seastedt TR (2006) Nutrient avail-
ability does not explain invasion and dominance of a



Plant Ecol (2011) 212:975-983

983

mixed grass prairie by the exotic forb Centaurea diffusa
lam. Appl Soil Ecol 32:98-110

MacDougall AS, Turkington R (2005) Are invasive species the
drivers or passengers of change in degraded ecosystems?
Ecology 86:42-55

Mack RN, Simberloff D, Lonsdale WM, Evans H, Clout M,
Bazzaz FA (2000) Biotic Invasions: causes, epidemiology,
global consequences, and control. Ecol Appl 10:689-710

Malmstrom CM, McCullough AJ, Johnson HA, Newton LA,
Borer ET (2005) Invasive annual grasses indirectly
increase virus incidence in California native perennial
bunchgrasses. Oecologia 145:153-164

Masters RA, Sheley RL (2001) Principles and practices for
managing rangeland invasive plants. J Range Manag
54:502-517

Noss RF, LaRoe III ET, Scott JM (1995) Endangered ecosys-
tems of the United States: a preliminary assessment of loss
and degradation. U.S. Department of the Interior, National
Biological Service, Biological Report 28, Washington, DC

Ochsmann J (2001) On the taxonomy of spotted knapweed
(Centaurea stoebe L.). In: Smith L (ed) Proceedings of the
first international knapweed symposium of the twenty-first
century, March 15-16, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, pp 3341

Ortega YK, Pearson DE (2005) Weak vs. strong invaders of
natural plant communities: assessing invasibility and
impact. Ecol Appl 15:651-661

Pysek P, JaroSik V (2005) Residence time determines the
distribution of alien plants. In: Inderjit S (ed) Invasive
plants: ecological and agricultural aspects. Birkhiuser,
Basel, pp 77-96

Ridenour WM, Callaway RM (2001) The relative importance
of allelopathy in interference: the effects of an invasive
weed on a native bunchgrass. Oecologia 126:444-450

Rimer RL, Evans RD (2006) Invasion of downy brome (Bro-
mus tectorum L.) causes rapid changes in the nitrogen
cycle. Am Midl Nat 156:252-258

Stevenson FJ, Cole MA (1999) Cycles of the soil: carbon,
nitrogen, phosphorus, sulfur, micronutrients, 2nd edn.
Wiley, New York, NY, USA

Story J, Callan N, Corn J, White L (2006) Decline of spotted
knapweed density at two sites in western Montana with
large populations of the introduced root weevil, Cypho-
cleonus achates (Fahraeus). Biol Control 38:227-232

Suding KN, LeJeune KD, Seastedt TR (2004) Competitive
impacts and responses of an invasive weed: dependencies
on nitrogen and phosphorus availability. Oecologia 141:
526-535

SYSTAT (1998) SYSTAT® 8.0 Statistics. SPSS Inc., Chicago,
IL, USA

Thorpe AS, Archer V, De Luca TH (2006) The invasive forb,
Centaurea maculosa, increases phosphorus availability in
Montana grasslands. Appl Soil Ecol 32:118-122

Tilman D (1988) Plant strategies and the dynamics and struc-
ture of plant communities. Princeton University Press,
Princeton, New Jersey, USA

Tyser RW, Key CH (1988) Spotted knapweed in natural area
fescue grasslands: an ecological assessment. Northwest
Sci 62:151-160

van Ryswyk AL, McLean A, Marchand LS (1966) The climate,
native vegetation, and soils of some grasslands at different
elevations in British Columbia. Can J Plant Sci 46:35-50

Vitousek PM, Walker LR, Whiteaker LD, Muellerdombois D,
Matson PA (1987) Biological invasion by Myrica faya
alters ecosystem development in Hawaii. Science 238:
802-804

Wolfe BE, Klironomos JN (2005) Breaking new ground:
soil communities and exotic plant invasion. Bioscience
55:477-487

Zabinski CA, Quinn L, Callaway RM (2002) Phosphorus
uptake, not carbon transfer, explains arbuscular mycor-
rhizal enhancement of centaurea maculosa in the presence
of native grassland species. Funct Ecol 16:758-765

@ Springer



	Is spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe L.) patch size related to the effect on soil and vegetation properties?
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Methods
	Site
	Experimental design
	Sampling
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 149
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 149
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 599
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


