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This book is primarily an ethnographic study of HIV/AIDS work in 
Pakistan at the level of government and NGOs. I will be forever indebted 
to those people in Pakistan who so generously allowed me to work along-
side them, especially at the National AIDS Control Programme, and to 
all of those who shared their thoughts with me in interviews. I may not 
always have represented their stories in the ways that they had hoped, but 
I have tried to represent their situations with balance and fairness and to 
protect their identities as individuals. Ultimately, I hope they will under-
stand the ethical compulsions that led me to describe their field of work 
in the way that I have, and perhaps they might even recognize something 
in my descriptions.

The book is the end result of doctoral research carried out at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, London, under the supervision of 
Caroline Osella, who was the most supportive, kind and inspiring men-
tor I could have wished to have. I was lucky to benefit from insightful 
advice and mentoring from other faculty in the Department of 
Anthropology and Sociology, especially David Mosse and Kit Davis, and 
from the support of fellow PhD students at SOAS. Martine Collumbien 
at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, who I had 
worked with previously on research projects related to HIV/AIDS in 
Pakistan, was a great support to me throughout. I am also very grateful to 
my PhD examiners, Ian Harper and Humeira Iqtidar, for their constructive 
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