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Another valuable episode adds to the series of Springer volumes realized under the 
auspices of the Italian Society of Urodynamics. The aim of the book series is to 
highlight new knowledge on physiopathology, diagnosis, and treatment in the fields 
of pelvic floor dysfunctions, incontinence, and neuro-urology for specialists (urolo-
gists, gynecologists, colorectal surgeons, neurologists, pediatricians, and physiat-
rists), nurses, physiotherapists, midwives, and institutions such as universities and 
hospitals. Our volumes highly cover this variety of interests with an interdisciplin-
ary approach. The present volume adds to our series a precious perspective on com-
plications of surgery with the invaluable merit of involving urological as well as 
proctological points of view.

� Marco Soligo 
Department of Women, Mothers and Neonates

 Buzzi Children’s Hospital
ASST Fatebenefratelli Sacco

University of Milan
Milan, Italy

President of the Italian Society of Urodynamics (SIUD)  
Milan, Italy
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Preface

The decision to plan this book was born from the need to clarify the possible com-
plications of surgery for urinary and fecal incontinence in the male. In fact, to date 
the attention of most of the texts on this topic is generally addressed to the indica-
tions and surgical technique but without reserving particular attention to the compli-
cations that this surgery can cause.

In this context as urologists and proctologists we decided to set the diagnosis and 
treatment of the complications of this surgery by means of an interdisciplinary 
approach within an integrated vision of the male pelvic floor from the urological 
and proctological point of view.

Finally, a thank you to all the authors and to the Italian Society of Urodynamics 
that gave us the opportunity to realize this text.

Verona, Italy� Salvatore Siracusano 
Padova, Italy � Giuseppe Dodi 
Catania, Italy � Michele Pennisi 
Milano, Italy � Christian Gozzi 
Rome, Italy � Antonio Luigi Pastore 
Verona, Italy � Maria Angela Cerruto 
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Introduction

Urinary and fecal incontinence in the male still represent two pathological conditions 
that are not fully known in their entirety from the pathophysiological and from the thera-
peutic point of view. In this context, the evaluation of the complications of this type of 
surgery is even more problematic, especially in consideration of the fact that frequently 
they have been evaluated separately for what concerns the anterior or posterior compart-
ment of the pelvic floor. In this text, therefore, we deliberately dealt with each aspect in 
a transversal way with an integrated urological and proctological approach that allowed 
the creation of an interdisciplinary point of view for each problem. In my opinion, this 
represents the winning aspect for the solution of perineal dysfunctions and even more for 
the deepening of the complications that derive from functional surgery for these patients.

In the future, this type of interdisciplinary approach should represent the stan-
dard but it is also true that in order to achieve this objective, the help of all the spe-
cialists involved in this area is needed in order to obtain the institutionalization of 
the professional figure of the perineologist.

Finally, a thank you goes to all members of Pelvic Male Commission and in 
particular to Prof. Giuseppe Dodi who had the idea of making interdisciplinary 
comments and to Dr. Alessandro Giammò who was a precious interlocutor with the 
Italian Society of Urodynamics for the realization of this text.

Salvatore Siracusano
Department of Urology, University of Verona,  

Borgo Trento Hospital, 
Verona, Italy

Thanks to SIUD for including Colorectal Surgery and Proctology in the Commission 
that produced this book, and to Professor Siracusano as well for the masterful man-
agement of the collaboration with the authors of the chapters on anal incontinence. 
For them the matter is difficult and controversial, being very dependent on the 
assessment of the quality of life of the patients. I am confident that those who deal 
with the pelvic floor in different specialties will appreciate this publication where I 
had the honor of collaborating thanks to my experience as editor of the journal 
Pelviperineology where the interdisciplinary assessments and the integral vision of 
the three compartments are considered the base for training a pelvic floor surgeon.

Giuseppe Dodi
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