
“This book nudges knowledge forward on the relationships between systemic, 
structural and interpersonal forms of crime and harm. From the scholarly but 
always heartfelt reflections in the early chapters, to the chapters taking the reader’s 
zemiological gaze in to war, murder, ‘extreme’ pornography, borders, fashion, reha-
bilitation and environmental harm-doing, this book takes suffering seriously.”

—Pamela Davies, Professor of Criminology, Northumbria University, UK

“This superb collection probes points of contact as well as tensions between zemiology 
and criminology, and between grasping complex patterns of harm and doing something 
about them. Authors explore the wilful ignorances, silences and omissions that both 
generate specific contemporary harms and nurture their acceptance. The book can help 
us better understand exactly what we are up to as critical criminologists in these times.”

—Lois Presser, Professor of Sociology, University of Tennessee, USA

“This book offers a refreshing new way of understanding the relationship between 
crime and social harm and between criminology and zemiology. Each chapter is 
thought provoking and timely. Much can be learned from reading this original 
anthology, and it is destined to stimulate meaningful debates within international 
critical criminological circles.”

—Walter S. DeKeseredy is Anna Deane Carlson Endowed Chair of Social Sciences, 
Director of the Research Center on Violence, and Professor of Sociology

Series Editors
Reece Walters  
Faculty of Law  

Queensland University of Technology  
Brisbane, QLD, Australia

Deborah H. Drake  
Social Policy and Criminology Department  

The Open University  
Milton Keynes, UK

Critical Criminological Perspectives



The Palgrave Critical Criminological Perspectives book series aims 
to showcase the importance of critical criminological thinking when  
examining problems of crime, social harm and criminal and social 
justice. Critical perspectives have been instrumental in creating new 
research agendas and areas of criminological interest. By  challenging 
state defined concepts of crime and rejecting positive analyses of 
criminality, critical criminological approaches continually push the 
boundaries and scope of criminology, creating new areas of focus and 
developing new ways of thinking about, and responding to, issues of 
social concern at local, national and global levels. Recent years have  
witnessed a flourishing of critical criminological narratives and this 
series seeks to capture the original and innovative ways that these  
discourses are engaging with contemporary issues of crime and justice.

More information about this series at  
http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/14932

http://www.springer.com/series/14932
http://www.springer.com/series/14932


Avi Boukli · Justin Kotzé 
Editors

Zemiology
Reconnecting Crime and Social Harm



Editors
Avi Boukli
The Open University
Milton Keynes, UK

Justin Kotzé
Teesside University
Middlesbrough, UK

Critical Criminological Perspectives
ISBN 978-3-319-76311-8  ISBN 978-3-319-76312-5 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5

Library of Congress Control Number: 2018933052

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2018
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse 
of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and 
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by 
similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this 
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt 
from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this 
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the 
authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein 
or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Cover credit: Paul Daniels/Alamy Stock Photo

Printed on acid-free paper

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer International 
Publishing AG part of Springer Nature 
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland



To those who cross borders



vii

Acknowledgements

This edited collection is both a collection of ideas and a collective effort 
involving colleagues, friends, activists, institutions, and families. During 
challenging times, we began developing this volume in hope that the 
zemiological spark could light a fire, build bridges, and rejuvenate exist-
ing debates.

We both want to thank, first and foremost, the contributors to this 
volume. They have stuck with us through the process of publishing this 
book. For their trust, time, and engagement, we are most grateful. We 
hope this is the beginning of sharing ideas and challenging policies. The 
series editors, Deb Drake and Reece Walters, as well as the editorial- 
authorial process have been wonderfully supportive of our efforts to 
bring this book to life. Thank you all. For their dedication to this work, 
we are indebted to Josie Taylor, Jananee Murugan, and Stephanie Carey 
at Palgrave.

Beyond the collective energy, Avi Boukli is grateful to current and 
previous colleagues and friends from The Open University, the London 
School of Economics, Birkbeck College, Teesside University, and 
Panteion University. Avi’s deepest thanks go to their family, Flora and 
Chrysa.



viii     Acknowledgements

Justin Kotzé would like to thank his colleagues at Teesside University 
both past and present for their support and encouragement. Special 
thanks to Prof. Philip Whitehead for his friendship, guidance, and 
many intellectually stimulating conversations. Finally, Justin sincerely 
thanks his wife Claire for her invaluable support, love, and patience.



ix

Contents

Introduction 1
Avi Boukli and Justin Kotzé

Part I Reconsidering Crime and Social Harm

For Pragmatism and Politics: Crime, Social Harm  
and Zemiology 11
Steve Tombs

Beyond ‘Criminology vs. Zemiology’: Reconciling  
Crime with Social Harm 33
Lynne Copson

Harm: A Substitute for Crime or Central to It? 57
Letizia Paoli and Victoria A. Greenfield

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_4


x     Contents

Criminology or Zemiology? Yes, Please! On the Refusal  
of Choice Between False Alternatives 85
Justin Kotzé

Big Trouble or Little Evils: The Ideological Struggle  
Over the Concept of Harm 107
Steve Hall and Simon Winlow

Part II Contextualising Harm

Whose Harm Counts? Exploring the Intersections  
of War and Gendered Violence(s) 129
Sandra Walklate

Gender Murder: Anti-Trans Rhetoric, Zemia,  
and Telemorphosis 145
Avi Boukli and Flora Renz

A Doubling of the Offence? ‘Extreme’ Pornography  
and Cultural Harm 165
Alex Dymock

Zemiology at the Border 183
Victoria Canning

Green Criminology, Zemiology, and Comparative  
and Inter-Relational Justice in the Anthropocene Era 203
Avi Brisman and Nigel South

Spot the Fashion Victim(s): The Importance of Rethinking  
Harm Within the Context of Fashion Counterfeiting 223
Jo Large

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_10
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_11
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_11
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_12
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_12


Contents     xi

Serving Up Harm: Systemic Violence, Transitions  
to Adulthood and the Service Economy 245
Anthony Lloyd

Harm and Transforming Rehabilitation 265
David Temple

Index  283

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_13
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_13
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76312-5_14


xiii

List of Tables

Harm: A Substitute for Crime or Central to It?  
Table 1 Harm taxonomy (Source Authors’ adaptation of Greenfield 

and Paoli (2013) and Paoli et al. (2013))  70
Table 2 Matrix for prioritising harms (Sources Authors’ adaptation of 

Greenfield and Camm (2005, 48), drawing from Department 
of the Army et al. (2001) and other military doctrine, 
Greenfield and Paoli (2013), and Paoli et. (2013))  71


	Acknowledgements
	Contents
	List of Tables

