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Although cancer in children is rare, it is the leading cause of death by dis-
ease past infancy among children in the United States [1]. Fortunately, 
therapeutic advancements have improved the outlook of children with can-
cer, with a decline in cancer mortality rate by more than 50% from 1975–
1977 to 2007–2010 [2]. However, with the development of novel anticancer 
therapies and increase in cancer survivorship, there is a growing need for 
multidisciplinary care to manage both acute and long-term complications 
of therapy. Dermatologists play important roles in this care, from the recog-
nition of cutaneous reactions to therapy requiring only symptomatic relief, 
to the detection of life-threatening secondary skin cancers and treatment 
side effects.

Cutaneous malignancies are particularly rare in children and thus may 
pose significant diagnostic or therapeutic dilemmas when encountered. 
While many skin cancers can be seen across ages, there are special consid-
erations in clinical presentation (e.g., modified ABCDs of pediatric mela-
noma), risk factors (e.g., genetic predisposition syndromes associated with 
nonmelanoma skin cancer), and therapeutic response (e.g., phototherapy in 
cutaneous T cell lymphoma) in children that are important to recognize 
[3–5]. In addition, there are cutaneous proliferations with uncertain progno-
sis, such as pityriasis lichenoides chronica, skin-limited Langerhans cell 
histiocytosis, and cutaneous mastocytosis that demand further attention and 
research.

Our book strives to address the most pertinent issues that dermatologists 
face in the care of children with oncologic conditions. We begin by discuss-
ing various cutaneous malignancies and tumors with malignant potential. We 
then focus on acute complications of therapy, including drug reactions, graft-
versus-host disease, and opportunistic skin infections. We conclude with a 
chapter on malignant and nonmalignant late effects of the skin in childhood 
cancer survivors.

We hope that this book will be a guide for practicing dermatologists on 
the care of children with oncologic conditions and serve as an impetus for 
future research and future texts as the important niche of oncodermatology 
evolves.
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