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Foreword

This text was developed under the aegis of the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons
(ASCRS). It represents an attempt to cover the field of colon and rectal surgery with input from
expert surgeons who have, in one way or another, shown special interest or expertise in specific
areas of the specialty. 

The book will hopefully serve as a source of useful information and perhaps even guidance to
surgeons whose practice is confined to the specialty of colon and rectal surgery, and also to gen-
eral surgeons, surgery residents, and medical students with an interest in surgery.

The finished product represents significant efforts from authors who have taken time from
their busy schedules to set into writing their often unique perspectives. I know for certain that no
author of any chapter in this book has a light schedule, but that fact validates each author’s selec-
tion for authorship.

Special acknowledgment is due the editors, Bruce Wolff, David Beck, John Pemberton, and
Steven Wexner. This project simply would not have come together without their efforts on many
levels. 

Finally, Jim Fleshman must be singled out for special recognition. The idea of an ASCRS-
sponsored text began with Jim—an idea that he advocated, developed, nurtured, and forced until
it became realized in the substance you now hold.

Robert Fry, MD 
Emilie and Roland deHellebranth

Professor of Surgery
Chief, Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery

The Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
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Preface

The ASCRS Textbook was conceived as a means of providing state of the art information to res-
idents in training and fully trained surgeons seeking recertification. The textbook also supports the
mission of the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons (ASCRS) to be the world’s
authority on colon and rectal disease. The combination of junior and senior authors selected from
the membership of the ASCRS for each chapter will provide a comprehensive summary of each
topic and allow the touch of experience to focus and temper the material. This approach should
provide the reader with a very open-minded, evidence-based approach to all aspects of colorectal
disease.

The Editorial Committee of the book has been designed to be a rotating group of experts
selected by the ASCRS Executive Council. It has been my distinct pleasure and honor to work
with this edition’s editors and associate editors. They have sacrificed time and energy with
patience to achieve what I believe to be the next gold standard in accumulated knowledge regard-
ing the entire breadth of colorectal surgery. The idea for the book was originally Dr. Bruce
Wolff’s. The table of contents was intentionally based on the Core Curriculum established by the
Association of Program Directors in Colon and Rectal Surgery. The Practice Parameters devel-
oped by the ASCRS Standards Committee have been incorporated into the appropriate chapters.
The proceeds from the textbook and related publications will be utilized by the ASCRS
Executive Council to sponsor the Research and Education Foundation of the society. This is truly
an ASCRS effort.

As future editions continue the effort started with this first edition, I hope the fellows and
members of ASCRS and trainees at all levels realize that this is the definitive source of knowl-
edge in colon and rectal surgery. I am honored to have been a small part of such a monumental
achievement. Dr. Robert Fry, as President of the ASCRS at the time of the textbook’s inception,
is to be congratulated for looking to the future and seeing the potential of such a project. I must
also thank my wife Linda for her support during this effort and my administrative staff (Liz
Nordike at Washington University and Beth Campbell, Laura Gillan D. Zerega, and Paula
Callaghan at Springer) for all their effort toward completing the book.

James W. Fleshman, MD, FASCRS
August 2006
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