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Preface to the Third Edition

It has been 13 years since the publication of the second edition of Smith’s Ophthalmic Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery. Since that time, our specialty has continued to grow and flourish.
Advancements in technology and surgical technique have allowed the creation of many new
procedures, diagnostic modalities, and medical treatments for disease involving the eyelids,
orbit, and lacrimal system. The scope of practice of ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive sur-
gery has also continued its natural progression into the face, brow, and forehead, as these are
the anatomic regions that directly impact the function and form of the ocular adnexae.

This third edition is now appropriately named Smith and Nesi’s Ophthalmic Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery in honor of both Dr. Byron Smith, one of the “founding fathers” of this
specialty, and Dr. Frank A. Nesi, Dr. Smith’s former fellow. Dr. Nesi is one of the foremost
innovators in the field of ophthalmic plastic surgery and editor of all three editions of this text.
Within these pages, one will find 77 chapters written by over 70 authors. This detailed compi-
lation of diagnostic and surgical techniques promises to demonstrate the state of the art of the
specialty. Most of the material from the second edition has been completely rewritten or
updated, with a few completely new chapters included.

The information contained in this textbook will be useful to practicing oculofacial plastic
and orbital surgeons, fellows, and residents. Comprehensive ophthalmologists, plastic sur-
geons, otolaryngologists, dermatologists, and physicians in other fields should find this an
invaluable resource as well. This integration of modern diagnosis and the latest techniques
with the wisdom of time-honored medical and surgical practice will allow the physician to
quickly locate the information needed to provide the highest quality care.

Evan H. Black, M.D.

Frank A. Nesi, M.D.
Geoffrey J. Gladstone, M.D.
Mark R. Levine, M.D.
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From the Managing Editor

In March 2009, I approached Dr. Nesi concerning his interest in producing a third edition of
Smith’s. He responded saying “if you could find a publisher, you could do it.” We were very
fortunate to have a relationship with Springer from previous projects. They were not only
interested but excited to secure the rights to the third edition. In many ways, the first step on a
large project is the hardest step, but we had a mandate to maintain the text as a premier resource
in the field. That foundation of excellence made all subsequent decisions relatively easy. Initial
guidance from Catherine Paduani, followed by the absolute professionalism of Maureen
Alexander, Rebekah Amos, and Joanna Perey, enabled this project to reach all targets
successfully.

Drs. Nesi, Black, Gladstone, and I reviewed the strengths and weaknesses of the second
edition and decided upon a section/chapter content distribution that we believe ideally addresses
the current needs of the ophthalmic plastic and reconstructive surgical community regardless
of primary discipline. We were able to assemble an all-star roster of those willing to function
as section editors. Their selections for chapter authors were outstanding and in keeping with
the high standard of authorship set by previous editions.

It is with great personal pride that Smith’s now includes a dedicated section for pediatric
considerations. The reader will also find the orbital section significantly expanded and an
updated section on aesthetic and cosmetic techniques intended to present the “state of the art”
without editorializing a given procedure’s merits. Some past topics were minimized or deleted
as we felt these were best covered by other current resources, or that they were more appropri-
ate for a comprehensive ophthalmic work. The other sections are all outstanding, well refer-
enced, and the whole edition is accessible to all levels of practice. There is some intentional
duplication of material between sections and often with different viewpoints; we believe this
only strengthens the text without redundancy.

Production of a text mirrors the stages of one’s own career and reminds us of those who
helped us through that journey. Dr. Russell Mankes (Albany Medical College) was my Ph.D.
mentor and developed my research skills in teratology and oncology. Dr. Derek and Gina
Eisnor are the best of friends and family for over 20 years. Dr. James Mandell (now CEO and
President, Children’s Hospital Boston) was my clinical mentor and guided me through the
beginning of a surgical career. Dr. Mark Sesto (Chief of Surgery, Cleveland Clinic, Florida)
provided support and encouragement for my pursuits, including joining the Army Medical
Corps. Drs. Bita Esmaeli and Dan Gombos of M.D. Anderson Cancer Center were instrumen-
tal in my ophthalmic education, inspiring pursuit of fellowship training. This was gratefully
undertaken with Dr. Evan H. Black, who along with Drs. Nesi and Gladstone provided an
exceptional learning environment and a long-term relationship worth far more than can be
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described here (and they all trace their training lineage ultimately to Dr. Byron Smith). Most
important are the women in our lives, in my case Mom (Anita Calvano) and Kendra. Thank
you all for your support.

Christopher J. Calvano M.D., Ph.D., FEA.C.S.
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